
RECOMMENDATION(S): 
REQUEST that, for purposes of the situs address on the property tax roll, the Assessor
change the city associated with 465 properties in the unincorporated Saranap area located
within the boundaries of the Lafayette School District and the Sphere of Influence of the
City of Lafayette, as identified in Exhibit A, from “Walnut Creek” to “Lafayette” prior to
the delivery of the 2022 secured property tax roll to the Auditor.

ACKNOWLEDGE that this modification to the property tax rolls would be made at the
Board of Supervisors’ request and that such change would be made within the course and
scope of the Assessor’s official duties.

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Staff costs needed to effect the change to parcel address on the property tax roll, the
Geographic Information System maps, and the County Land Information System will be
funded by the General Fund. 

APPROVE OTHER 

RECOMMENDATION OF CNTY ADMINISTRATOR RECOMMENDATION OF BOARD COMMITTEE 

Action of Board On:   11/09/2021 APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED OTHER 

Clerks Notes:
VOTE OF SUPERVISORS

AYE: John Gioia, District I Supervisor
Candace Andersen, District II
Supervisor
Diane Burgis, District III
Supervisor
Karen Mitchoff, District IV
Supervisor
Federal D. Glover, District V
Supervisor

Contact:  Laura Strobel (925)
655-2058

 
I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of an action taken and entered on the minutes of the Board
of Supervisors on the date shown. 

ATTESTED:    November  9, 2021 
Monica Nino, County Administrator and Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
 
By: June McHuen, Deputy

cc: Russell Watts, Treasurer-Tax Collector,   Marc Shorr, Chief Information Officer   
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To: Board of Supervisors

From: Candace Andersen, District II Supervisor

Date: November  9, 2021

Contra 
Costa 
County 

Subject: Saranap Situs Address Change



BACKGROUND:
In 2019, various residents living in the unincorporated Saranap area asked Supervisor
Andersen and the Department of Conservation and Development to investigate the
possibility of changing the city place name of 465 Saranap properties from Walnut Creek
to Lafayette. Properties in this area have a Walnut Creek Zip Code of 94595 but are
located within the Lafayette School District and the City of Lafayette Sphere of
Influence. These properties are shown on Exhibit A, attached.

After petitioning the United States Postal Service (USPS) to make the change, USPS
agreed to add Lafayette in its mail routing system as a recognized city mailing address for
these properties. USPS now recognizes both Lafayette and Walnut Creek as city
addresses for this area. The Zip Code for the properties remains 94595.

Many residents in the unincorporated area of Saranap are requesting that the property tax
rolls be changed to reflect city address of Lafayette. The property tax rolls associate a
property with a city in 1) the mailing address and 2) the situs address, i.e., the description
of where the property is located.

For purposes of the situs address, the Assessor has discretion to associate a property with
a city, including changing the city name from Walnut Creek to Lafayette for the
properties listed in Exhibit A. Such a decision is within the scope and course of the
Assessor’s responsibilities because the Assessor is statutorily charged with preparing the
property tax rolls. (Rev. & Tax. Code, § 601.) At its expense, the County will provide for
the legal defense of the Assessor and his Office in civil actions filed by owners or former
owners of properties listed in Exhibit A asserting damages resulting from the city name
change. 

If the Assessor updates the situs address to associate the affected properties with
Lafayette, rather than Walnut Creek, the change would not place the properties within the
City of Lafayette. The properties would remain in the unincorporated area of Contra
Costa County. Additionally, the city name change would not result in reassessment of the
properties or affect which laws and regulations are applicable to the properties. 

If needed, the Department of Information and Technology will work with the
Treasurer-Tax Collector to enable issuance of tax bills with the changed address for the
2022 tax bill. In addition, the Department of Conservation and Development will update
zoning maps to reflect that these properties are in unincorporated Lafayette.

With respect to mailing addresses appearing on the property tax rolls, the Assessor’s
Office uses a program that directly inputs mailing address information from USPS’s
database. For this reason, these mailing addresses would continue to reflect Walnut Creek
as entered in the USPS database. 



CONSEQUENCE OF NEGATIVE ACTION:
That 465 affected properties in the unincorporated Saranap area would retain a situs
address of Walnut Creek on the property tax rolls, despite being located within the
boundaries of the Lafayette School District and the Sphere of Influence of the City of
Lafayette. However, the situs address can be changed to reflect Lafayette.

CLERK'S ADDENDUM
Speakers:  Gus Kramer, County Asessor; Joyce Coleman, Walnut Creek; Steve
Segal, Walnut Creek; Lynn Lopez, Saranap; Derek; Chris O'Brien; Glen
Zamanian; Elizabeth S.  Written commentary provided by Thomas M. Cassani
(attached).

ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A 


