
RECOMMENDATION(S): 
APPROVE and AUTHORIZE the Conservation and Development Director, or designee, to
execute, on behalf of the County, a contract with the Local Government Commission, a
non-profit organization, with modified indemnification language, to provide a CivicSpark
Member under the federally-funded AmeriCorps program to assist with climate action plan
implementation activities in an amount not to exceed $5,000 for the period September 11,
2018 through August 30, 2019. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
There will be no impact to the General Fund. A majority of the cost ($20,500 of $25,500)
for the Civic Spark Member is paid by Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) through a contract
with StopWaste (Energy Council) who Co-Administers East Bay Energy Watch (EBEW), a
Local Government Partnership (LGP) collaboration between PG&E, local governments,
non-profit and for-profit service providers in the East Bay providing energy efficiency
solutions for businesses and municipalities throughout Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.
The cost of this contract is $5,000 for the CivicSpark Member, covered by Bay Area
Regional Energy Network (BayREN) funding allocated to the County. 

APPROVE OTHER 

RECOMMENDATION OF CNTY
ADMINISTRATOR 

RECOMMENDATION OF BOARD
COMMITTEE 

Action of Board On:   09/11/2018 APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED OTHER 

Clerks Notes:
VOTE OF SUPERVISORS

AYE: John Gioia, District I Supervisor
Candace Andersen, District II
Supervisor
Diane Burgis, District III Supervisor
Karen Mitchoff, District IV Supervisor
Federal D. Glover, District V
Supervisor

Contact:  Demian Hardman,
(925) 674-7826

 
I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of an action taken and entered on the minutes of the
Board of Supervisors on the date shown. 

ATTESTED:    September  11, 2018 
David Twa, County Administrator and Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
 
By: June McHuen, Deputy

cc:

C.129

  

To: Board of Supervisors

From: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department

Date: September  11, 2018

Contra 
Costa 
County 

Subject: Contract between Local Government Commission and County to Support County Climate Action Plan Goals



BACKGROUND:
The CivicSpark program is a federally-funded AmeriCorps program operated by The Local
Government Commission (LGC). LGC recruits, employs, and supervises emerging
professionals as “CivicSpark Members”. The Program provides climate change capacity
building services to local governments in California through project implementation
activities provided by LGC teams. 

EBEW allocated funding to cover a majority of the cost of up to ten (10) CivicSpark
Members for their 2018-19 service year. Jurisdictions throughout Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties had to submit a project proposal if they wanted to obtain a CivicSpark
Member. Contra Costa County, Department of Conservation and Development (DCD), in
coordination with the County Health Services Department submitted a proposal and was
awarded a CivicSpark Member. 

The CivicSpark Member will assist County staff with coordinating all of the various energy
efficiency programs throughout the County to educate clients/patients regarding
opportunities to improve their homes energy efficiency and other health related co-benefits.
This effort expands upon a small pilot program that was implemented last year by County
Health Services staff in coordination with the County’s Weatherization Program. The
CivicSpark Member will also assist with general marketing and outreach for our BayREN
and EBEW activities to support the implementation of the County’s Climate Action Plan.
The contract requires that the selected CivicSpark Member spend at least 20% of their time
supporting EBEW activities.

CONSEQUENCE OF NEGATIVE ACTION:
The County would not receive a CivicSpark Member to assist the County in meeting its
Climate Action Plan goals and would not benefit from the 80% subsidy being offered by
EBEW for the CivicSpark Member.


