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From: COLLEEN COLL 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 8:25 AM
To: Clerk of the Board
Subject: Public Comment, Consent Item #108

Attention:  
                It is imperative that the Board of Supervisors adhere to the recommendations of their Grand 
Jury report strongly advocating Contra Costa Animal Control  the opportunity to submit an application 
for Measure X funding.  The issue is insufficient services.  The new contracts signed by the (18) 
municipalities will cover the costs of the 5% employees contracts, only.  
               Colonies of stray cats are roaming in Central, East and West Contra Costa cities and 
volunteers are breaking their backs weekly trying to mitigate this "growing problem."  The solution is 
your authorization to allow the Director of Animals Service to submit the application for additional 
revenue of Measure x. monies.  
                Thank you for your consideration and cooperation in advance.  
Colleen Coll  
Pet Owner  
Former, Mayor of Concord  
 
 
   

















September 13, 2022 
 
Re: PUBLIC COMMENTS, 9-13-22, BOS AGENDA, CONSENT ITEM #108, CCAS 
CONTRACT 18 CITIES 
 
Dear Board of Supervisors: Chair Karen Mitchoff, Candace Andersen, Diane Burgis, Federal 
Glover, and John Gioia, 
 
I'm writing to the Board of Supervisors to express my disappointment with the City - CCAS 
agreement. There have been considerable citizen and city council issues raised with the City -
CCAS agreement, and the CCAS has disregarded their concerns.  
 
CCAS eliminated live wildlife service in 2020 without any public announcement or a viable 
solution. These services included humanely euthanizing or transporting injured wildlife to 
Lindsey Wildlife Hospital.  
 
We live in a unique area where wildlife needs have arisen due to our encroachment on their wild 
habitat. This has resulted in wild animals being injured by cars, spiked fences, etc. Allowing 
wildlife to suffer for hours or days without being euthanized is inhumane. Citizens often attend 
to injured wildlife as resources are unavailable. Contact with wildlife is a potential public safety 
risk (possible injury, exposure to diseases, etc.), and these interactions can be traumatic.   
 
CCAS refers wildlife calls to the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife.  
CCAS states that wildlife is under the jurisdiction of the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
This is misleading the public, injured wildlife does not fall solely under the jurisdiction of the 
CA Fish and Wildlife. The CA Fish and Wildlife website directs people to call their local animal 
shelter. Many rescues and other counties' Animal Services assist injured wildlife. Asking citizens 
to handle wildlife or not providing a viable solution ignores the problem, the citizens, and the 
wildlife.  
 
Here are a few Animal Services departments that attend to wildlife calls: 
 
• City of Antioch 
• Santa Cruz County Animal Shelter  
• City of San Diego  
• Palo Alto Animal Services 
• San Francisco Animal Care & Control 
• LA Animal Services  
 
Many City Council members in the 18 cities are unhappy with the services CCAS provides and  
the new contract. CCAS intimidated the cities by stating that if you disagree with our terms, 
"then you are free to provide your own Animal Services", knowing full well that at this time, the 
cities were not in a position to create their own Animal Services Department. The cities have 
been paying for years towards the development of the Martinez Animal shelter. This does not 
seem like a partnership when the cities are funding 60% budget, and the County dictates the 
terms.  
 
I am asking for more oversight from an outside agency for the CCAS budget. The cities are 
contributing the most significant amount, yet there is no oversight from the cities. Maybe the 13 
million dollar CCAS budget can cover more services your community and animals need.  
 
Why does our Animal Services Department have its own Public Information Officer costing over 
$100,000 per year? What other Animal Services departments have their own PIO?  



Why does our Animal Services need a social media contract for $100,000? Can we eliminate 
these areas and hire more field officers and medical staff? Why were there millions of dollars of 
budget surplus for so many years that went back into the general fund?  
 
Contra Costa County states that they are only mandated to provide animal services for the 
unincorporated areas. However, many California counties provide Animal Services for their 
county residents.  
 
In closing, I'm asking the BOS to listen to their constituents and cities: Provide services for 
injured wildlife and animals. Provide outside oversight for the CCAS budget. Perhaps we already 
have the funding we need in the budget.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Your constituent  
 
 
This deer was still alive. Animal Services and CA Department of Fish and Wildlife  
 was not able to come out euthanize the deer to end it’s suffering.   

 
 




