
 

 

Public Comments, MX Community Advisory Board 
April 13, 2021 
Bryan Scott, Chair, East County Voters for Equal Protection 
 

Good afternoon, new members of the Measure X Community Advisory Board. My 
name is Bryan Scott, and for the last six years I have led a group of East County 
citizens in advocating for a level of emergency medical and fire services in the 
eastern 31% of the county which is comparable to the rest of the county.   

The Board of Supervisors, when in 2002 it consolidated three fire districts into one, 
created a situation which today provides inadequate emergency services to the 
eastern part of the county, where about 130,000 people live. 

With the passage of Measure X, and as stated in the Advisory Board’s Bylaws, 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors on April 6, 2021, and as stated in Article I, 
Section A, Item 1, fire and emergency medical services are the very first priority 
for this new tax revenue. 

State-level elected representatives have called the situation in East County a 
“public safety emergency.”  The situation has been documented repeatedly, in 
county Grand Jury reports, in Local Agency Formation Committee studies, by an 
intergovernmental task force, and by industry consultants.    

The regional fire district serving East County has declared an emergency, and 
limits its firefighting activities to defensive practices.  Emergency response times 
are two and three times stated goals, and the fire district is unable to respond, AT 
ALL, for significant periods of time each month, due to the number of emergency 
calls it receives. 

As you begin your work, please recognize that Measure X tax funds represent a 
way to provide funding for the three additional fire stations the region needs.  
Dedicating a small portion of the Measure X funds to this purpose, just 15 percent, 
will result in the fastest growing part of the county receiving a level of emergency 
services which are comparable to the rest of the county.   

I’ve included in my Public Comment submission a consulting report which 
documents the services needed by the region, as well as a short profile of East 
County Voters for Equal Protection, my community organization.     

Thank you. 

































East County Voters for Equal Protection 
 

East County Voters for Equal Protection is a non-partisan, grass roots, citizens’ action 
committee formed to address the issue of unequal funding of fire and emergency medical services 
existing in 249-square miles of Eastern Contra Costa County.   
 
About 130,000 residents, as well as those who visit Eastern Contra Costa, receive services funded at an 
astoundingly low rate, when compared to other parts of Contra Costa County.  Personal safety, public and 
private property, and businesses are at high risk because of the inability of the East Contra Costa Fire 
Protection District to provide adequate fire and emergency medical services within its jurisdiction. 
 
The county’s Local Agency Formation Commission reports that fire and emergency medical services in 
East County are funded at $94 per-person, while these same services are funded at $449 and $370 per-
person in Central County fire districts.  (2015 figures) 
 
ECV was formed in January, 2016, with the purpose of changing the low structural funding rate of the 
East Contra Costa Fire Protection District.  Since its inception ECV and its leaders:    
 

 made over 45 formal presentations to public agencies, civic and social groups, attended and 
participated in over 95 meetings with elected, hired, or appointed officials, and conducted 15 
public committee meetings;   

 wrote over 300 articles and opinion pieces that have been published in local periodicals, online, 
and in social media;   

 organized and conducted a workshop where 22 government entities, including cities, special 
districts, schools, as well as state and county governments, were in attendance;  

 drafted, filed and began signature-collection for a pair of municipal voter initiatives that would 
require Brentwood and Oakley to dedicate some of their future revenues to public safety services, 
only to have county Covid-19 Pandemic stay-at-home orders curtail petition circulation activities;  

 received recognition in writings by the chief executives of 12 government entities who stated, in 
writings, their positions in response to proposed solutions;  

 participated as special presenters in the Contra Costa Special Districts Association (CCSDA) 
quarterly meeting with 75 attendees; 

 presented the under-funding issue on an Internet TV talk show hosted by local real estate and 
financial professionals, a show which has over 4,000 viewers, and interviewed twice by Bay Area 
news outlets;  

 maintains mailing lists and social media sites with over 28,000 local interested parties;   
 supported, proposed and advocated for legislative funding solutions with members of the 

California Assembly and Senate, educating legislators and their staff to East County’s critical 
public safety emergency; 

 erected a billboard warning sign, paid for with public donations, calling attention to the public 
safety emergency, which 22,000 cars pass daily. 

 
The group is led by Chair Bryan Scott (scott.bryan@comcast.net ).  The group is online at 
http://www.eastcountyvoters.com/ and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/EastCountyVoters/        
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