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In the matter of honoring Dr. Colleen Dowd on her

retirement from Walnut Acres Elementary School Resolution No. 2019/201

WHEREAS, Dr. Colleen Dowd has served at Walnut Acres Elementary School in Walnut Creek for eleven years; and
WHEREAS, during this time her focus has been to shift from a traditional teacher-focused classroom to a student-owned
learning environment, an environment in which teachers provide differentiated, engaging learning experiences that

include student choice and student voice; and

WHEREAS, her goal has been to motivate students, build a growth mindset, teach design-thinking, infuse technology to
support innovation, and encourage students to.own their own learning new, and as life-long learners; and

WHEREAS, maintaining a creative arts program in the areas of visual, dramatic, and musical arts is part of that effort; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Dowd-and Walnut Acres promote.content 1iiastery,.collaboration, communication, global citizenship,
critical thinking and-creativity through instractional strategies that support cogmtwe and social emotlonal growth; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Dowd has encouraged and suptported parents to be a partner in their chrldren s education; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Dowd has Worked Wlth teachers and parents to best support student learmng, and

WHEREAS, her goal has been to provide each of her students with a‘foundation of acadermc and soc1a1 conﬁdence in
their basic skills and their ablhty to tackle new learning; and » : -

WHEREAS, this i 1n turn endows students with a sense of ownership for their own learmng, anu —"

WHEREAS, Dr. Dowd encourages.students to celebrate their uniqueness while apprec1at1ng the dlfferences of others who
share their community in-our nerghborhood and ACTOSS the globe and .

WHEREAS, Walnut Acres Elernmtary School was named a Cahforma Dlstlngtushed School in 2008 and 2014, both
during Dr. Dowd’s tenure at Walnut Acres

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESC JLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Contra Costa County does hereby express its
sincere gratitude to Dr. Coﬂeen Dowd for her 11 years of dedlcated service to the students, parents and community of
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T hereby certify that this is a true and cotrect copy of an action taken and entered on the
minutes of the Board of Supervisors on the date shown:

ATTESTED: June 11, 2019

DAVID TWA, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors and County Administrator
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