




 

 

 

January 11, 2018 
 
The Honorable Karen Mitchoff 
Chair, Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 
2151 Salvio Street, Suite R 
Concord, CA 94520 
 
Dear Chair Mitchoff: 
 
On behalf of the East Bay Leadership Council, I write to express my strong support 
for Contra Costa County’s participation in the California Department of 
Technology’s (CDT) application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Integration Pilot Program. The UAS Integration 
Pilot Program will be vital for enabling the growth potential of the drone 
economy. Through its participation in this program, Contra Costa County has an 
opportunity to be at the forefront of an innovative and emerging industry with a 
strong potential to create jobs and other economic benefits. 
 
Contra Costa County is an ideal testing ground for the UAS Integration Pilot 
program, with a mix of rural, suburban, and urban environments, as well as the 
Byron Airport and Buchanan Field. The CDT application includes parties with the 
expertise and experience to conduct aerial surveys of infrastructure, assist in 
emergency response, and deliver commercial packages. The application provides 
opportunities for public-private partnerships that will improve public safety, 
create jobs, and lead to the more efficient use of transportation infrastructure. 
 
The program would also be consistent with the County’s strategy of embracing 
innovative technologies. Allowing drone testing will further connect Contra Costa 
County to technology companies in the greater Bay Area. 
 
EBLC applauds the Board’s leadership in pursuing this pilot program, especially 
that of Supervisor Diane Burgis who initially contacted us about it, and we 
encourage the Board to ratify the County’s letter of intent. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kristin Connelly 
President & CEO 

Chair of the Board 
Patricia A. Deutsche 
Andeavor 

 

Chair-Elect 
Sharon Jenkins 
John Muir Health 

 

Vice President – Finance 
A.J. Major 
Vavrinek, Trine, Day & Company, LLP 

 

Vice President – Leadership 

Development 
Bielle Moore  
Republic Services 

 

Vice President - Events 
Peggy White 
Diablo Regional Arts Association 

 

Vice President – Talent & 

Workforce 
Ken Mintz 
AT&T 

 

Vice President – Economic 

Development & Jobs 
Dennis Costanza 
Lennar 

 

Vice President – 
Communications 
Wendy Gutshall 
Safeway 

 

Vice President – Membership 
Jodi Avina 
CFOs2Go 

 

Chief Legal Counsel 
Horace Green 

Buchman Provine Brothers Smith, LLP 

 

Vice President - 

Infrastructure 
Vic Baker 
PG&E 

 

Immediate Past Chair 
Steve Van Wart 
Turnbridge Associates 
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Kristin B. Connelly 
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