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Mission and Vision

To educate and empower Contra Costa County 
residents through community research, capacity 
building, and laws to protect public health for all.

Mission
Tobacco Prevention Program

Vision
A Contra Costa free of harmful effects of tobacco 
and secondhand smoke



Tobacco Prevention Program 
Goals

Adopt secondhand smoke 
protections throughout Contra 
Costa County

Adopt comprehensive Tobacco 
Retail Licensing Policies throughout 
Contra Costa County

11/19 jurisdictions

14/19 jurisdictions

Utilize a community engagement 
approach with a special 
emphasis on youth and 
multi-unit housing residents



Smoke Free Multi-Unit Housing Policy 

Picture Courtesy: 
CDPH



Smoke Free Multi-Unit Housing 
in Unincorporated County 

Adopted March 2018 

Update since 2022 FHS Report 

Technical Assistance





Contra Costa Smoke-Free Multi Unit Housing Policies 



Second-Hand Smoke (SHS) Data-
2022



Tobacco Retailer Licensing Policy 

Photo: Public Health Law Center PHLC TRL Enforcement Guide 



Tobacco Retail Licensing Overview 

Compliance 
Checks

SB793 
Prop 31 

Technical 
Assistance

Tobacco 
Education 



The Board of Supervisors 
Adopted Ordinance 2019-34 
in November 2019.

No sale of flavored tobacco (including 
menthol)

No sale of e-cigarette/vaping devices

Little cigars must be sold in packs of at least 10

No new tobacco retailers within 1,000 ft of 
youth

sensitive areas or 500 ft of another retailer

Cap on tobacco retailers (90)

Prohibits coupons

Ordinance 2019-34

Contra Costa County Tobacco Retail Licensing Ordinance 

No new significant tobacco retailers  including 
smoke shops and hookah lounges 



Compliance 
Inspection Visits: 

5

1 visit led to Retail 
License 

Suspension 
Hearing that 

resulted in 21 day 
suspension 

1 visit led to a 
Notice of Fine for 

operating without 
a license

3 visits led to 
warnings

The Board of Supervisors 
Adopted Ordinance 2019-34 
in November 2019.

Sale of flavored tobacco 

Sale of e-cigarette/vaping devices

Sale of little cigars in packs less than 10 

Ordinance 2019-34

Tobacco Compliance Inspections 

Sales to Minors 



Flavored Tobacco Policy Background

2017 & 2019 2022 20222009

The Family 
Smoking 

Prevention 
Act 

Adopted 
Ordinance 

2019-34 

Board of 
Supervisors 

strengthened 
ordinance -

prohibiting sale 
of all flavored 

tobacco 
products and 

restricting sales 
of vaping 
devices

FDA began 
rule-making 
process to  
prohibit the 

sale and 
manufacturing 

of vaping 
devices 

without FDA  
approval  

CA voters 
upheld state 

law 
prohibiting 

tobacco 
retailers from 
selling most 

flavored 
tobacco 
products 

2020

FDA 
prohibits 
flavored 
cartridge 
based e-
cigarettes 
(menthol 
exempt)  



Retailers and their employees who sell, offer 
for sale, or possess with intent to sell or offer 
for sale, prohibited flavored tobacco 
products will be found guilty of an infraction 
and fined $250 for violation of Prop 31.

**Local Enforcement Agencies determine if they 
will fine $250 per product, per package/carton, or 
per visit**

Proposition 31 
SB 793: Flavored Tobacco 

Products 



"Characterizing flavor" means a 
distinguishable taste or aroma imparted by 
a tobacco product or any byproduct 
produced by the tobacco product that is 
perceivable by an ordinary consumer by 
either the sense of taste or smell, other than 
the taste or aroma of tobacco. 

A "characterizing flavor" includes, but is not 
limited to, a taste or aroma relating to a fruit, 
chocolate, vanilla, honey, candy, cocoa, 
dessert, alcoholic beverage, menthol, mint, 
wintergreen, herb, or spice.

Concept & Characterizing Flavors 





Tobacco Retail Policy Landscape per City  



Health Impact of Cannabis on Adolescents 

Cannabis affects the developing brain leading to potential 

changes on how we feel, think, and how stress affects us
Standford Medicine-Cannabis Prevention and Awareness Toolkit, 2023

Youth "training" the brain 

to get pleasure from 

cannabis use & then 

myelinating that, and 

training the brain to also 

think it's important

Use cheats brain from 

improving or perfecting a 

cool, new skill that fires off 

dopamine naturally for 

youth

Finding what naturally 

releases dopamine for 

each individual is key 

for youth development



Recommendations for Cannabis Education 
and Prevention Programs for Youth 

Youth 
Town 
Hall

Youth 
Education/ 

Social Media 
Program 

School-Based 
Interventions



THANK YOU


