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Climate Action Plan Update
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2022 Climate Action Plan (CAP)

• Will provide County’s strategic plan to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
support climate adaptation and increased 
resilience to climate hazards and their 
impacts. 

• Will assess current and projected future 
emissions.

• Will meet requirements for a Qualified GHG 
reduction strategy for purposes of California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
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CAP Update Process

Inventory Forecast

Existing activities, 
new and revised 
measures, and 
target setting

CAP development Adoption and 
implementation

March 28, 2022 4



Image from California Adaptation Planning Guide

CAP

Vulnerability 
Assessment 
and related 

policies

March 28, 2022 5



GHG Reduction Targets

» Communities have flexibility in 
setting targets.

» Need to comply with state law 
and guidance to be used for 
CEQA purposes.

» Targets can be absolute or per-
capita (per person).

» CAP Update will build on targets 
in existing CAP (2015).
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Contra Costa County, 
2005-2019
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Forecast GHG Emissions in Contra Costa County
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Draft Goals and Strategies

8 Goals

• Clean and Efficient Built Environment

• No-Waste Contra Costa

• Reduce Water Use and Increase Drought 
Resilience

• Clean Transportation Network

• Resilient Communities and Natural 
Infrastructure

• Climate Equity

• Leadership

• Implementation Strategies

28 Strategies

• 10 have quantifiable GHG reductions

• Remaining 18 support climate and sustainability 
actions but do not directly reduce GHG 
emissions or there is no feasible method to 
assess GHG emission reduction potential
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Draft Goals and Strategies
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Forecast and Target 
(aka business as usual – no action by State, MCE, others)
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Existing Reductions and Target
(emissions projected with State and regional actions currently in place, i.e., renewable 
portfolio standard, clean car standard, low carbon fuel standard, MCE procurement policies)
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Target and Emissions with 2022 CAP
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Staff 
Recommendation

• 2022 CAP should include GHG emission 
reduction targets that are consistent with 
State guidance and for which there are 
demonstrable paths to achieving the 
necessary reductions. 

• These recommended targets should be no 
greater than:
• 6.0 MTCO2e per-capita by 2030,
• 4.0 MTCO2e per-capita by 2040, and 
• 2.0 MTCO2e per-capita by 2050. 

• Additionally, the 2022 CAP include an 
aspirational target of achieving net carbon 
neutrality by 2040 or 2045, consistent with 
the State’s aspirational target.
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THANK 
YOU!
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