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Recommendations forsafely holding publicmeetings

Each local governmentagencyisauthorized to determine whetherto hold publicmeetingsin person,
on-line (teleconferencing only), orviaa combination of methods. The following are recommendations
fromthe Contra Costa County Health Officer to minimize the risk of COVID 19 transmission duringa
publicmeeting.

1 Online meetings (i.e. teleconferencing meetings) are strongly recommended as these meetings
presentthe lowest risk of transmission of SARS CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID 19. Thisis particularly
importantin light of the current community prevalence rate as of March 1, 2022. Our currenttrendsas
of March 1, 2022 in Covid-19case rate, Covid-19test positivity, and Covid-19 hospitalizations are
decreasing, but cases rates remain high with the Omicronvariant of Covid-19beingthe predominant
variantidentified, the impact of which onthe spread of Covid-19 has shown to dramatically increase
COVID-19transmission.

2. If a local agency determinesto hold in-person meetings, offering the publicthe opportunity to
attendviaa call-inoption oraninternet-based service option is recommended, when possible, to give
those at higherrisk of and/or higher concern about COVID-19an alternative to participatingin person.

3. A written safety protocol should be developed and followed. Itisrecommendedthatthe
protocol require social distancing —i.e., six feet of separation between attendees —and face masking of
all attendees.

4, Seatingarrangements should allow for staff and members of the publicto easily maintain at
least six-foot distance from one another at all practicable times.

5. Considerholding publicmeetings outdoors. Increasing scientificconsensus is that outdoor
airflow reduces the risk of COVID-19transmission compared toindoorspaces. Hosting events outdoors
also may make it easierto space staff and members of the publicatleast 6 feet apart.

6. Currentevidenceisunclearastothe added benefit of temperature checksinaddition to
symptom checks. We encourage focus on symptom checks as they may screen outindividuals with other
Covid-19symptoms besides feverand help reinforce the message to notgo out in publicif you are not
feelingwell.

7. Consideravoluntary attendance sheet with names and contactinformation to assistin contact
tracing of any caseslinked to a publicmeeting.
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