
 

 

MXCAB Public Comments 
May 5, 2021 
Bryan Scott, Chair, East County Voters for Equal Protection   
 

Good afternoon, members of the Measure X Community Advisory Board.  My comments today 
are to call your attention to the fact that the elected representatives of 97% of Contra Costa 
County’s residents living in the eastern 31% of the County have all endorsed a solution to the 
region’s ongoing public safety emergency.   

As members of the Measure X Community Advisory Board, you, and the Board of Supervisors, 
must listen and act responsibly. 

The City Councils of Brentwood and Oakley, along with the Board of Directors of the Town of 
Discovery Bay, each unanimously passed resolutions calling on the Board of Supervisors to fund 
fire and emergency services in East County to a level comparable to the rest of the County. 

Oakley Mayor Sue Higgins said “The Oakley City Council unanimously adopted a resolution 
urging the Board of Supervisors to dedicate a portion of the Measure X sales tax proceeds to fire 
services in East County.”   

Speaking as a private citizen, she said “This investment is critical to the consolidation efforts of 
ECCFPD (East Contra Costa Fire Protection District) and ConFire (Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District). The Measure X investment and consolidation will help save lives, and 
should be supported by all East County residents.”  

Brentwood Mayor Joel Bryant said “This is desperate, this is desperate times that we’re trying 
to take care of,” to KPIX 5 News Reporter Da Lin.  “Just one minute of delay can cause 
significant problems, even perhaps death,” he said.   

Discovery Bay Board of Directors Member Carolyn Graham said “I believe the motivation 
of the majority of the people who voted for Measure X wanted some of the monies to go towards 
increased fire protection funding.”  Speaking as a private citizen, she said “I’m looking forward 
to the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors making that a reality.”  

“The average fire protection response time in 2020 for Discovery Bay was 9:43 minutes, the time 
should be 4 minutes,” she said.  “One life lost, one home lost or damaged, is one too many.  
Discovery Bay citizens should have a right to the same level of fire protection that is the standard 
in most other areas in the County.”   

Oakley City Council Member Anissa Williams said “Fire protection is one of the most 
pressing issues for East County residents.”  Speaking as a private citizen she said “Our response 
times are woefully lacking compared to our neighboring cities, and we simply need more 
manpower and stations to meet these critical benchmarks.” 

“Fire was listed as one of the recipients for Measure X funds, and it swayed many people to tax 
themselves,” Williams said.  “We now need these funds to be released for the safety of our 



 

 

communities, so that the resources of adjoining cities are not drained, should an emergency 
arise.” 

Brentwood City Council Member Karen Rarey said in a TV news segment “We are in a crisis 
mode. We need to do something.  We cannot continue in this mode any longer.” 

County Supervisor John Gioia said “I support using Measure X funds to support East County 
Fire issues,” in an email dated March 5, 2021, speaking as and to a private citizen.   

In a second email, dated March 9, 2021, Supervisor Gioia said “I just don’t think it’s appropriate 
for me to sign on to anything right now.  I know your Supervisor Burgis is working on this and I 
do support Measure X funding for East County Fire issues.” 

A service level comparable with the rest of the county would mean increasing the number of fire 
stations in the region from three to six.  This goal was recommended by industry consultants five 
years ago. 

Achieving this goal could be accomplished by dedicating just 15% of Measure X sales tax 
revenues to this purpose. 

All 130,000 residents of the County’s fastest growing region have a right to expect a level of fire 
and emergency medical service that is comparable to the rest of the County. 

The Executed Resolutions passed by the City Councils of Brentwood and Oakley, and the Town 
of Discovery Bay’s Board of Directors, are attached as an Appendix to this Public Comment.  
Thank you. 

Attached:  Measure X Resolutions.pdf 














