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What We’ll Cover

• Introduction

• Disparate COVID Health, Housing, and Economic Impacts: 
Bay Area Equity Atlas, Sarah Treuhaft, PolicyLink

• BIPOC Community Challenges: Linda Olvera

• Stabilizing Neighborhoods and Equitable Relief: 

Dessi Mia Carbajal, RichmondLAND

• Closing
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Contra Costa Budget Justice Coalition

The Contra Costa Budget Justice Coalition advocates for community 

engagement in the Contra Costa County budgeting process and for a set 

of values-based budgeting principles that support safe and affordable 

housing, stable employment with fair wages, sufficient healthy food, 

essential health care, access to critical social services, and quality early 

care and education.
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THE BUDGET IS A MORAL DOCUMENT

“Despite its complexity the budget is essentially a 
moral document—the specific expression of the 

values of the nation.”

From: “The Federal Budget as a Moral Document: A Letter from Religious Leaders,” by sixty faith leaders from 
around the United States in a letter to President George W. Bush, 2005
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FROM CRISIS  . . . 
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TO OPPORTUNITY
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COVID Community Outreach

• Culturally inclusive outreach and 
engagement

• Challenges for undocumented residents
• Resources for CBO’s serving non-English 

speaking residents
• “Build Back Better” – strengthen service 

system infrastructure
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Public interventions for an Equitable Relief 

Producing and Maintaining lasting affordable 
housing 
• Production

 Funding programs for rapid production of alternative housing 
models

• Preservation
 Funding for programs to help community groups intervene in the 

foreclosure auction process for low-wealth homeowners (i.e. 
implementation of SB 1079) 

 Curbing predatory practices and bad actors 
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Private equity funds are standing by with cash reserves 

of at least $328B to purchase new troubled real estate. 

Disastrous consequences for tenants and Contra Costa County’s 
housing system as a whole

Source: Urban Democracy Lab white paper, “Private Equity: the 
future of housing security in the age of COVID”, December 2020
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“Because most of the properties that Marr 

acquired are single family homes, they do 

not fall under rent control per Costa 

Hawkins.   Widespread displacement of 

long time residents through rent increases 

has been the modus operandi for Marr and 

other foreclosure speculators in the east 

bay.”

Source: Anti-eviction Mapping Project - Michael Marr / 

Community Fund LLC
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• Marr properties 
with loans

• All Marr 
properties

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa-Hawkins_Rental_Housing_Act


Equitable Relief Through Neighborhood 
Stabilization & Affordable Housing 

• Create an Equity plan for future COVID relief fund 
redistribution that connects to neighborhood stabilization 
efforts

• Stabilize low-income homeowners (and their tenants) through 
a preservation fund

• Transfer Tax-Foreclosed Properties to not-for-profit housing 
organizations with capacity to stabilize affordable housing and 
add density (see LA County Chapter 8 Sale Program)
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Moving Forward

• Prioritize equity and those most in 
need – evictions, food, housing, 
health, essential services

• Reimagine Public Safety – Justice 
Reinvestment goals and proposals 
in development

• Office of Racial Equity & Social 
Justice

• Measure X Community Advisory 
Committee provides a model for 
community engagement in budget 
process
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THANK YOU!
Dan Geiger

dan@budgetjusticecc.org


