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Contra Costa Immigrant Rights 

Alliance (CCIRA)
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History
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Express

◻ The Contra Costa Immigrant Rights 
Alliance (CCIRA) was established in 
2017 by legal and community-based 
organizations aiming to advance 
immigrant rights and promote resources 
for all Contra Costa residents regardless 
of immigration status.

◻ CCIRA was formed after an article was 
published in the East Bay Express about 
the Probation Department and the 
Custody Alternative Facility turning 
people over to ICE during appointments.



Activities and Accomplishments

◻ In 2017, CCIRA successfully secured funding through a 
foundation-county partnership to establish Stand 
Together Contra Costa, a county rapid response system 
to respond to increasing immigration enforcement. 

◻ In March 2018, Stand Together officially launched with a 
24-hour hotline, two attorneys, and a coordinator.
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Key CA Immigrant Rights Laws
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❏ Fosters distrust between immigrant communities 
and local law enforcement. Makes immigrant 
communities view local law enforcement and 
ICE as the same entity

❏ Unnecessarily expends local resources on 
immigration enforcement, which is not a 
responsibility of the Sheriff’s department

❏ Opens local law enforcement up to liability

Concerns About ICE Entanglement with 

Local Law Enforcement
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CA Laws That Disentangle ICE From Local Law 

Enforcement

❏ CA TRUTH Act (AB 2792) (Gov’t Code §§ 7283 et 

seq.) (effective Jan. 2017)

❏ Increases transparency around local law 

enforcement agencies that choose to 

collaborate with ICE either by notifying ICE of 

release dates or facilitating transfers of 

community members to ICE. 



CA Values Act (SB 54) 

◻ The CA Values Act, signed 

into law by Gov. Brown on 

October 5, 2017, is a state 

law that limits state and 

local resources from being 

used to carry out 

immigration detentions and 

deportations.
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Activities and Accomplishments

❏ 2019 Truth Act Forum Advancement: Contra 

Costa Sheriff states that ICE transfers ended July 

31, 2019 after public outcry.

❏ SB 54 US Supreme Court Victory
❏ States are never obligated to work for ICE. Clearer 

now more than ever that any collaboration with ICE 

is purely voluntary.



Contra Costa County & ICE
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CCIRA’s Concerns with the Sheriff

CCIRA’s meetings with members of the Sheriff’s Office

◻ CCIRA is appreciative of the staff who met with CCIRA in 

October 2019 and January 2020

◻ CCIRA provided recommended changes to Sheriff’s 

Policy 1.02.28 in November 2019. 

◻ Progress was made at our meetings, but CCIRA did not 

get confirmation whether CCIRA’s recommendations were 

adopted.

◻ Sheriff’s Office halted meetings because one participant 

from their office retired.
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ICE During COVID-19



CCIRA’s Concerns with the Sheriff: 

Publishing Release Dates

● The Sheriff continues to publish release dates of 
individuals eligible for release from county jail 
online.
○ Sheriff will implement release date online 

system that will require input of personal info. 
But may take 2 years to launch.

○ CCIRA proposed an interim solution while a 
new system, but not adopted: Email interested 
reentry groups release dates instead.



Names 

redacted



CCIRA’s Concerns with the Sheriff: ICE 

Notifications

◻ The Sheriff continues to respond to ICE 
notification requests.

◻ These practices are especially cruel given 
that COVID-19 is running rampant inside ICE 
facilities. People in ICE custody are 
vulnerable to grave illness or death.



CCIRA’s Recommendations for the Sheriff

Recommendation #1:

Adopt CCIRA’s recommendations to Sheriff’s 

Immigrant Policy and provide the current 

version of the Sheriff’s Policy to the 

community, including the office’s updated 

policy ending ICE transfers.



Immediate Recommendations for the 

Sheriff’s Office

Recommendation #2: 

Stop ALL notifications to ICE of release dates 

through communications w/ ICE and through 

the publishing release dates online.



Rationale for Recommendation #2

◻ Posting release date information only after SB 54 went into effect 

could be construed as using resources to engage in immigration 

enforcement, which is prohibited by SB 54.

◻ Encourages ICE to show up at the jail at the point of release to 

conduct immigration arrests.

◻ Deters immigrant community members from going to the jail to visit 

or receive their loved ones.

◻ ICE notifications and publishing release dates is voluntary.

◻ Subjects immigrants to double punishment. ICE detention could be 

a death sentence during the pandemic.



Questions for the Sheriff’s Office (1 of 2)

1. Will the Sheriff share the version of Sheriff’s Policy 1.02.28 

his office is currently working under?

a. Has the Sheriff issued a written policy reflecting his 

commitment to end all ICE transfers from Coco jails? 

2. How many ICE detainer/notification requests did the 

Sheriff’s Office receive in 2019 and during the pandemic?

a. What did these requests ask of the Sheriff’s Office (e.g. 

hold, notify, or transfer)? How many did the Sheriff’s 

Office comply with? Since the pandemic, how many ICE 

requests have the Sheriff answered?



Questions for the Sheriff’s Office (2 of 2)

3. How many notifications to ICE did the Sheriff make in 2019 and 

during the pandemic?

4. Why does the Sheriff continue to publish release dates online 

when both Immigrant Rights and Reentry organizations have asked 

him to stop?

5. Will the Sheriff’s Office adopt CCIRA’s interim solution of 

emailing reentry organizations release dates?

6. Does the Sheriff Office know when the new online platform that 

will require personal information search terms to populate release 

dates will launch?



Questions?

Contact information:

Melanie Kim

Staff Attorney

Advancing Justice – Asian Law Caucus

(415) 848-7725

melaniek@advancingjustice-alc.org
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