AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 12, 2019
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 20, 2019

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2019—20 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 970

I ntroduced by Assembly Member Salas

February 21, 2019

An act to add Chapter 8.5 (commencing with Section 9580) to
Division 8.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to aging.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 970, asamended, Salas. California Department of Aging: grants:
transportation.

Existing law, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006,
designates the State Air Resources Board as the state agency charged
with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse
gases. The act authorizes the state board to include the use of
market-based compliance mechanisms. Existing law requiresall moneys,
except for fines and penalties, collected by the state board as part of a
market-based compliance mechanism to be deposited in the Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Fund and to be available for appropriation.

Existing law establishestheAir Quality Improvement Program, which
is administered by the state board for the purpose of funding projects
related to, among other things, the reduction of criteria air pollutants
and improvement of air quality. Existing law requires that moneys in
the Air Quality Improvement Fund, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, be expended by the state board in accordance with the
program.
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Existing law requiresthe California Department of Aging to designate
various private nonprofit or public agencies as area agencies on aging
to work for the interests of older Californians within a planning and
service areaand provide abroad array of social and nutritional services.
Existing law states that the mission of the department is to provide
|eadership to the areaagencies on aging in devel oping systems of home-
and community-based services that maintain individuals in their own
homes or the least restrictive homelike environments. Existing law
establishes certain wellness, injury prevention, and other programs
within the department to serve both older individuals and persons with
adisahility, as defined.

Thisbill would require the department to administer agrant program
to receive applications from eligible applicants, including, but not
limited to, areaagencies on aging and public transit operators, to fund
transportation to and from nonemergency medical services for older

individuals and persons with a-disabiity-whoe-residetrrural-desert;-or
meuﬂ%am—areas—wﬁhm—a-pranﬁmg—and—sa%ee—area; disability, for the

purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The bill would require
that transportation be made available using the purchase, lease,
operation, or maintenance of zero-emission Or near-zero-emission
vehicles with a capacity for 7, 12, or 15 passengers.

The bill would authorize the allocation of moneys from the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction-und-ang-the-Air—QualitytHmprovement
Fund, upon appropriation by the Legidature, to fund the grant program.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 8.5 (commencing with Section 9580) is
added to Division 8.5 of the Welfare and | nstitutions Code, to read:

CHAPTER 8.5. TRANSPORTATION FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

9580: (&) For purposes of this section, “ near-zero-emission
vehicle” and “ zero-emission vehicle” have the same meanings as
those terms are defined in Section 44258 of the Health and Safety
Code.
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(b) The department shall administer a grant program to fund
transportation to and from nonemergency medical services for
older individuals, as defined in Section 9018, and persons with a
disability, asdefined in Section 9653, pursuant to this department,
in coordination with the State Air Resources Board and the State
Department of Health Care Services, section for the purpose of
redu0| ng greenhouse gas emissions.

(c) Eligible applicants who may apply for grants from the
department pursuant to this section shall include, but not belimited
to, all of the following:

(1) Local or regional transportation agencies that provide
transportation services to seniors and persons with disabilities.

(2) Area agencieson aging.

(3) Counties.

(4) Public transit operators.

(d) An applicant that has been awarded a grant shall use the
fundsto provide transportation services as described in subdivision

(e).

(e) (1) Eligible transportation includes transportation to and
from nonemergency medical services for older individuals and
persons with a dlseblllty, as deecrlbed in subdwmon—(a)—whe

(2) Eligible transportatlon shall be made available usmg the
purchase, lease, operation, or maintenance of zero-emission or
near-zero-emission vehicles with a capacity for 7, 12, or 15
passengers.

() (1) The department may use moneys allocated to the grant
program pursuant to Section 9581 to cover reasonable
administrative costsincurred by the department under this section.

(2) An-area-ageney-en-aging applicant that has been awarded
agrant may use grant moneys to cover reasonable administrative

costs incurred by the-area-ageney-en-aging applicant under this
section.
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9581. Moneys from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund,
created pursuant to Sectlon 16428.8 of the Governmenteeele—aﬁel

442?4—5—ef—the—|-|eal%h—aﬂd—Sa&Eety—eede Code may be allocated
upon appropriation by the Legidature, to fund the grant program
described in Section 9580.
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