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925 L Street, Suite 220, Sacramento, CA 95814Phone: (916) 446-5508 Fax (916) 446-1499 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

April 24, 2019 
 
 
State Legislative Advocacy Services 
RFQ #1902-329 
David Twa 
Contra Costa County,  
County Administrator’s Office 
651 Pine Street, 10th floor 
Martinez, CA 94553 
 
 

Subject: Cover Letter  -  SOQ for State Legislative Advocacy Services – RFQ# 1902-329 
 
 
Dear Mr. Twa, 

The firm of Quintana, Watts & Hartmann, LLC ("QWH”) is pleased to present this Statement of Qualifications 
to Contra Costa County, jointly with the firms of Smith, Watts & Hartmann (“SWH”), and Loomis Advocacy 
Solutions (“LAS”).  This is in response to the County’s “Request for Statements of Qualifications” for State 
Legislative Advocacy Services, as indicated in the RFQ No. 1902-329. 
 
Quintana, Watts & Hartmann will serve as the primary consultant for the purposes of this SOQ. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the RFP, the following information is provided: 
 
Bidder Information: 

The legislative advocacy firm of Quintana, Watts & Hartmann, LLC is the primary bidder. The firm is 
structured as a limited liability company, as a partnership, made up of six partners, David Quintana, 
Mark Watts, Audra Hartmann, Bill Barnaby, Sr., Bill Barnaby, Jr. and Sean Henschel. QWH was 
organized under California state law, effective as of November 2018. However, two of the Partners, 
Mark Watts and Audra Hartmann are also partners in Smith, Watts & Hartmann, which has operated in 
one form or another continuously since 1982.  QWH has two locations in Sacramento. 
 
Firm Locations:  
Headquarters: 
Quintana, Watts & Hartmann, LLC 
1215 K Street, Suite 1110 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

Administrative Office: 
Quintana, Watts & Hartmann, LLC 
925 L Street, Suite 220 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Federal Tax Identification Number: 83-2406838 
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The firm’s contact is as follows: 
Audra Hartmann 
Quintana, Watts & Hartmann 
925 L Street, Suite 220 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Fax:  916-446-5508 
Email:  audra@qwhlobby.com 
 
Firm Representations: 
QWH, and its subconsultants, SWH and LAS are in good standing with the State of California to do 
business throughout the state and each of the principals are duly registered under California State Law 
with the Secretary of State as lobbyists. 
 
Firm Acceptance: 
QWH, its subconsultants and each of the firm’s principals have read and understood all the 
requirements in the RFQ and accept all requirements and conditions if awarded the contract. 
 
This SOQ and is content is valid for 180 days from the date of this letter. 
 
We very much look forward to your response to our Statement of Qualifications. 
 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to present our qualifications.  If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact Audra or Mark at 916-446-5508. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Audra Hartmann, 
Principal 
 
cc:    Mark Watts, Smith, Watts & Hartmann, LLC 

Pamela Loomis, Loomis Advocacy Solutions 
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Statement of Qualifications 

 

D. Responder’s Qualifications and Experience  

Quintana, Watts & Hartmann (QWH) is a Sacramento-based lobbying and consulting firm comprised 
of seasoned veterans who have extensive experience representing local and tribal governments, 
Fortune 500 companies, primary and secondary education, and transportation and water districts. Our 
partners have a deep understanding of the legislative and state budget processes and have a track 
record of success for our clients by passing legislation, securing funding through the state budget or 
other state programs, and defeating legislative initiatives with adverse impacts.  
 
The QWH partners who would be working with Contra Costa have been representing local 
governments for over 20 years. Our local government clients include local and regional 
transportation clients based in San Francisco, Contra Costa County, Riverside County, San Diego 
County and San Joaquin County. We represent a water authority in Southern California on regulatory 
issues and are working with a Northern California tribal government.  

 
For the services outlined in the Contra Costa RFQ, QWH is proposing to work with Loomis 
Advocacy Solution, hereinafter referred to as (“The Team”), to provide expert advocacy and 
consulting services to the county. The breadth of The Team will ensure not only sufficient resources, 
but as we each have our strengths with respect to the Legislature and the State Administration, we 
believe that we can conduct a very thorough and effective lobbying effort on behalf of Contra Costa. 

 
The Team will be comprised of Mark Watts and Audra Hartmann of Quintana, Watts & Hartmann 
(“QWH”), and Pam Loomis of Loomis Advocacy Solutions (“LAS”). QWH is presently operating as 
a limited liability company in the State of California. It has two offices in Sacramento. Mark Watts 
and Audra Hartmann are located at 925 L Street, Suite 220, Sacramento CA, 95814. LAS is operating 
as a sole proprietorship in the State of California and is located at 925 L Street, Suite 220, 
Sacramento, CA 95814.  

 
We have provided examples below of the work that we have done for clients at the Legislature and at 
various state agencies. 

 
 

Gerdau Steel – Ms. Hartmann worked with Gerdau Steel, a California manufacturer of steel rebar, to 
gain passage of legislation that creates GHG benchmarks for a select list of energy-intensive products 
that are used in large infrastructure projects. This legislation encourages the State to use its 
purchasing power to procure cleaner/greener products that go into large projects. It also conforms the 
State’s infrastructure purchasing practices with its GHG policies. Ms. Hartmann’s work on this issue 
started with the creation of a coalition of supporters comprised of Ms. Hartmann’s client, a key 
environmental group and the steel workers union. From the beginning, Ms. Hartmann was involved in 
the development of the strategy for the bill and the drafting of the bill language and amendments. She 
worked closely with the coalition of supporters to directly advocate for the measure with Legislators 
and their staff, Governor’s staff, agency representatives and with other stakeholders. Ms. Hartmann 
also helped negotiate with several opponents of the measure. By listening to their concerns and 
working with the author and supporters to craft acceptable amendments, we were able to get the bill’s 
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opponents to remove their opposition to the measure. The measure, Assembly Bill 262, passed the 
Legislature with bi-partisan support and was signed by the Governor on October 15, 2017. 

 
Central Valley Gas Storage– In 2016, Ms. Hartmann worked with several companies and their 
lobbyists to form an informal coalition of the private owners of natural gas storage facilities. The 
Independent Storage Producers (ISPs), as they were called, were formed to work on SB 887 
introduced by Senator Pavley. Ms. Hartmann represented the interests of Central Valley Gas Storage 
owned by Southern Company Gas. Ms. Hartmann and the informal coalition successfully negotiated 
language with the author of SB 887 to remove a one-size-fits-all approach to well safety and instead 
required the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) to develop risk-based safety 
plans. In addition to work done at the Legislature, this effort included setting up and participating in 
conversations with DOGGR’s Supervisor, staff and the government affairs lead for the agency. It 
also included setting up and participating in discussions with representatives from the Governor’s 
office. 
 
San Diego County Water Authority– Ms. Hartmann is working with a water authority to represent the 
agency on regulatory issues only. She is part of a team that includes Ms. Minor from Niemela Pappas 
and Associates. Ms. Hartmann and Ms. Minor share the contract and the work. This ensures that if a 
conflict does arise for one of the parties, there is at least one person available to work on the client’s 
issues. The work for the water authority includes: monitoring proposed regulations at the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and Department of Water Resources (DWR) and reporting on 
new developments to the client’s management team and staff; developing a strategy for influencing 
proposed regulations; attending meetings and workshops and reporting the results to the client; 
testifying on issues for the water authority, as needed: and setting up discussions with SWRCB staff 
and board members and DWR staff on key issues for the client. This regulatory work does not 
include any issues pertaining to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 
 
California’s Independent Telecommunications Companies (CITC)– Ms. Loomis serves as the chief 
Legislative Advocate for this diverse coalition of 10 small telephone companies serving rural 
California, by providing political advice, strategy and messaging development, and legislative and 
administrative advocacy in support of CITC’s public policy priorities. In 2012, she played a key role 
in the successful passage of SB 379 (Fuller) modifying rate-of-return regulation of small telephone 
companies by the CPUC, thereby preserving millions of dollars in federal funding. Most recently, 
Ms. Loomis successfully led a lobbying coalition of interested parties on behalf of CITC to extend 
universal service high-cost support for both large and small telephone companies until January 1, 
2023. 

Consolidated Communications (CCI)– Ms. Loomis provides California legislative advocacy services 
and strategic advice for CCI, a national telecommunications company delivering advanced 
communications products and services to over 100,000 homes and businesses in Sacramento and 
Placer Counties.  Since CCI’s government relations executives are not located in California, Ms. 
Loomis is the face of the company to the Legislature and Administration.  She actively monitors 
legislative developments impacting the telecommunications industry, recommends a political strategy 
and legislative options, and then executes CCI’s adopted course of action. 

California Water Association (CWA)–  Ms. Loomis consulted with CWA on CPUC administrative 
issues and provided targeted legislative advocacy on an as needed basis.  In 2016, she drafted a 
legislative proposal on behalf of CWA to remove a statutorily required fee on customers choosing to 
pay their bills by credit or debit cards.  In response to initial opposition from committee staff and 
stakeholders, Ms. Loomis negotiated amendments that changed their position from oppose to neutral 
and successfully guided the bill into law.   
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Sacramento Regional Transit District – In 2016, Mr. Watts drove a strategy to secure repayment of $50 
million of TCRP funds owed to Sacramento RTD. SB 86 was a budget trailer bill that amended the 
2015 Budget Act; it contained $173 million in TCRP funds, which Sacramento RTD’s portion was 
ranked in the top tier by CTC for repayment. 

 
Anaheim Transportation Network – In 2017 and 2018, Mr. Watts assisted the Anaheim Transportation 
Network (ATN) in securing $40 million in TIRCP.   

 
Southern California Regional Rail Authority/Metrolink – In 2017, Mr. Watts provided strategic 
guidance to Metrolink, in pursuant of TIRCP funds.  The state awarded Metrolink more than $800 
million in TIRCP and multi-year funds. 
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E. Key Personnel – Qualifications and Experience 
 

MARK WATTS 
Founding Partner with Quintana, Watts & Hartmann, LLC  

 

POSITION: Founding, Quintana, Watts & Hartmann, LLC  TENURE:  November 2018-Present 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
DUTIES: Serves as an advocate for QW&H offering a full range of services necessary to monitor and represent 

private and public interests before California State, regional, and local governments.  These services 
include consulting and advocacy on the cost and availability of energy, and the development and 
implementation of plans, programs, and policies to better utilize public and private transportation 
infrastructure.  The firm assists clients with strategies that enable them to capture additional resources for 
and expedite implementation of major infrastructure programs.  The firm also advises on environmental, 
financial, political and community processes and issues.  Clients include major manufacturers, residential 
and commercial developers, city and county governments, county and regional transportation and air 
quality authorities 

 
POSITION: Principle, Smith, Watts & Hartmann, LLC   TENURE:          March 2009 – Present 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
DUTIES: Serves as lead advocate for SWH on a full range of services necessary to monitor and represent private 

and public interests before California State, regional, and local governments.  These services include 
consulting and advocacy on the cost and availability of energy, and the development and implementation 
of plans, programs, and policies to better utilize public and private transportation infrastructure.  The firm 
assists clients with strategies that enable them to capture additional resources for and expedite 
implementation of major infrastructure programs.  The firm also advises on environmental, financial, 
political and community processes and issues.  Clients include major manufacturers, residential and 
commercial developers, city and county governments, county and regional transportation and air quality 
authorities. 

 

POSITION: Partner, California Strategies   TENURE:         January 2007 – March 2009 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 

DUTIES: Serves as lobbyist for a private transportation and resource consulting firm, located in Sacramento, which 
provides the full range of services necessary to monitor and represent private and public interests before 
California State, regional, and local governments.  These services include consulting and advocacy on the 
cost and availability of energy, and the development and implementation of plans, programs, and policies 
to better utilize public and private transportation infrastructure.  The firm assists clients with strategies 
that enable them to capture additional resources for and expedite implementation of major infrastructure 
programs.  The firm also advises on environmental, financial, political and community processes and 
issues.  Clients include major manufacturers, residential and commercial developers, city and county 
governments, county and regional transportation and air quality authorities. 

In addition, Mr. Watts serves as Executive Director of Transportation California, an organization of 
construction contractors, suppliers and trade unions that build major transportation projects throughout 
California.  Mr. Watts has been involved with public/private partnerships that have led to successful state 
legislation and project implementation on toll roads in Orange, Riverside and San Diego Counties over 
the last 20 years. 

 

POSITION: Partner, Smith, Watts & Company               TENURE:               December 1999 – January 2007 
 980 Ninth Street, Suite 1560  Sacramento, CA 95814 
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DUTIES: Serves as lobbyist for a private transportation and resource consulting firm, located in Sacramento, which 
provides the full range of services necessary to monitor and represent private and public interests before 
California State, regional, and local governments.  These services include consulting and advocacy on the 
cost and availability of energy, and the development and implementation of plans, programs, and policies 
to better utilize public and private transportation infrastructure.  The firm assists clients with strategies 
that enable them to capture additional resources for and expedite implementation of major infrastructure 
programs.  The firm also advises on environmental, financial, political and community processes and 
issues.  Clients include major manufacturers, residential and commercial developers, city and county 
governments, county and regional transportation and air quality authorities. 

POSITION: Partner, Advocation, Inc.                 TENURE:           February 1997 – December 1999 
 1121 L Street, Suite 610  Sacramento, CA 95814 
DUTIES: With two other partners, managed and served as lobbyist and legislative strategist for firm with more than 

34 clients and annual billings of greater than $1.5 million. 
 

POSITION: Chief of Staff, Speaker, California State Assembly   TENURE:      January 1996 – February 1997 
 State Capitol, Room 219  Sacramento, CA 95814 
DUTIES: Spearheaded transition of the Assembly on behalf of Assembly Speaker Curt Pringle to Republican 

Leadership for first time in 25 years.  Oversaw all aspects of leadership from daily administration of the 
House, selection of entire new staff of committee consultants, and Republican policy staff operations.  
Established series of reforms under Speaker Pringle’s leadership, including major House budget 
reductions (more than $4 million), restructuring of the House rules, opening of Rules Committee hearings, 
and complete overhaul of the Administration arm of the Assembly. 

Major policy achievements included: (1) first year of modern class-size reduction for California’s school 
children, (2) approval of the restructuring and deregulation of the electrical industry, (3) significant tax 
reductions for individuals and industry, and (4) resolution of homeowner’s insurance crisis through 
establishment of California Earthquake Authority and approval of mini policy for earthquake coverage. 

POSITION: Undersecretary for Transportation            TENURE:              July 1995 – January 1996 
 Office of the Secretary, Business, Transportation & Housing Agency 
 801 K Street, Suite 1918  Sacramento, CA 95814 

DUTIES: Appointed by Governor Pete Wilson to oversee the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 
the California Highway Patrol (CHP) and the California Transportation Commission (CTC), working 
directly with those agencies as their policy liaison with the Secretary and the Governor’s Office.  
Developed master funding plan to undertake the complete retrofit of nearly 2,000 state-owned bridges, 
developed budget plan to complete the Governor’s commitment to add more than 500 new officers, net, 
to the CHP during his tenure, and developed budgets for Caltrans which saw more than 2,000 positions 
eliminated. 

POSITION: Co-Chief Administrative Officer             TENURE:              January 1995 – June 1995 
State Capitol, Room 3016  Sacramento, CA 95814 

DUTIES: Selected jointly by Assembly Speaker Willie Brown and Assembly Republican Leader Jim Brulte to 
become Republican Co-CAO of the Assembly Rules Committee to ensure equitable distribution of 
resources between parties and caucuses.  Service in this capacity interrupted tenure as Undersecretary, but 
was approved by Governor Wilson. 

EDUCATION: Graduated in 1973 with B.A. in Economics, University of California Santa Barbara 

APPOINTMENTS: 

1996 California Earthquake Authority, Founding Member (ex officio) 
1996, 1997 Member of Governor’s Economic Strategy Panel 

1995 California High Speed Rail Commission, vice Transportation Secretary Dunphy (one meeting) 
1995 California Clean Air and Rail Passenger Bond Act, Allocation Committee (one meeting) 
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AUDRA HARTMANN 
Founding Partner with Quintana, Watts & Hartmann 

QUINTANA, WATTS & HARTMANN, Sacramento, CA      November 2018 to present 

Founding Partner 
Provides strategic advice and advocacy to clients on a variety of energy, water, and climate issues at the California 
Legislature, California Public Utilities Commission, California Energy Commission, California Air Resources Board, 
State Water Resources Control Board, and other state agencies. 

SMITH, WATTS & HARTMANN, Sacramento, CA 2015 -Present 

Partner 
Provided advice and advocacy to clients on energy, water, and climate issues at the California Legislature, California 
Public Utilities Commission, California Energy Commission, California Air Resources Board, the State Water 
Resources Control Board, and other state agencies. 

HARTMANN STRATEGIES GROUP, Sacramento, CA     2013 – 2015 

President 
Provided advice and advocacy to clients on legislative and regulatory issues as well as coalition building and direct 
lobbying. Had a strategic alliance with Smith Watts and Company, with agreement to represent and advise their 
energy clients. 

 Defeated legislation in 2014 opposed by an energy efficiency client; bill would have weakened efforts to
improve the energy efficiency of appliances sold in CA. Governor vetoed the bill as a result of efforts 
educating and engaging CA Energy Commission to oppose the bill and request a veto.  

 Passed a legislative fix for a client that resulted in the client getting an exemption from court fees that are
incurred as a result of the client’s official duties.   

NEXTERA ENERGY RESOURCES (NEER), Sacramento, CA 2010 – 2013 

Director, Government and Regulatory Affairs 
Represented NEER in western states on legislative and regulatory issues. Primary focus was on CA, AZ, CO, HI, NV, 
NM and WY. Developed and implemented political contribution plans as well as managed contract lobbyists. 

 Developed strategy, lobbied and passed legislation that created a special tax benefit in Colorado for
renewable energy, resulting in a $4M benefit to company. 

 Amended provisions into the 33% renewables portfolio standard legislation, allowing certain facilities outside
of California to qualify as preferred in-state resources. 

 Collaborated with Governor’s staff to qualify a solar facility for special California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) treatment under the AB 900 provisions, giving the facility an expedited legal process for any CEQA 
lawsuits. 

 Defeated legislative attempts to impose additional visibility standards for new and existing meteorological
(met) towers, saving the company several million dollars required to install lighting and retrofit existing 
towers. 

 Served on and managed relationships with 5 trade groups in the West, ensuring positions taken were
consistent with company goals and representing NEER during legislative lobbying efforts.   

 Generated legislative support for a NM wind facility that was operating without a power purchase contract,
resulting in the local utility contracting with the facility. 
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DYNEGY, Sacramento, CA 2007 – 2010 
Dynegy acquired LS Power’s western facilities and employees in April 2007. 
Director, Government and Regulatory Affairs 
Represented Dynegy in CA and AZ before the legislatures and regulatory agencies.  Directed the company’s 
interaction with Texas Legislature for the 2009 legislative session. 

LS POWER GENERATION, LLC, Sacramento, CA     2006 – 2007 
LS Power acquired Duke Energy’s western facilities and employees in May 2006. 
Regional Director, Government and Regulatory Affairs 
Represented LS Power in CA and AZ on legislative and regulatory issues.  Primary focus was on the CA Energy 
Commission, CA Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and the AZ Corporation Commission.  Represented LS Power 
on the boards of CA and AZ trade organizations. 

DUKE ENERGY, Sacramento, CA        2001 – 2006 
Regional Director, State Government Affairs 
Represented Duke Energy in CA, AZ and WA on government and political issues by developing relationships with 
the Governor’s staff, state commissioners, and key legislators in order to advance Duke Energy’s goals. 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION, Sacramento, CA 1998 – 2001 

Deputy Legislative Director/ Legislative Liaison 
Represented the Commission before the California Legislature in hearings and meetings with Legislators, staff and 
lobbyists.  Managed legislative and administrative staff in the office of governmental affairs and oversaw the day-to-
day operation of the office.  

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE, Sacramento, CA 

Legislative Director, California State Senator Dick Monteith 
Legislative Assistant, California State Senator Bill Leonard 

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Austin, TX 
Committee Research Assistant 

EDUCATION 

Public Administration, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
Honors:  Thematic Option, General Education Honor Program 
Resident Honor Program, Early College Entry
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PAMELA LOOMIS 

Sole Proprietor of Loomis Advocacy Solutions 
 

ORGANIZATION: 
 
 
 
TENURE: 
 
EXPERIENCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORGANIZATION: 
 
 
 
TENURE: 
 
EXPERIENCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORGANIZATION: 
 
 
 
 
TENURE: 
 
EXPERIENCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loomis Advocacy Solutions 
925 L Street, Suite 220 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
March 2018 – Present 
 
Ms. Loomis is a public policy attorney who understands how to successfully navigate 
California’s legislative and regulatory processes. She utilizes an effective blend of 
political strategy, communication, and negotiation to forward her clients’ interests. Ms. 
Loomis facilitates favorable public policy outcomes for her clients through a powerful 
combination of her 24 years of experience working with state government and excellent 
bi-partisan relationships with legislators, Administration officials, and their staff. 
Currently, she represents telecommunications companies before the Legislature and 
CA Public Utilities Commission.   
 
 
Nossaman, LLP 
625 Capitol Mall, Suite 2500 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
January 2010 – February 2018 
 
As a Senior Policy Advisor at Nossaman, Ms. Loomis developed and implemented 
legislative and regulatory solutions for businesses with interests related to state 
government regulation in the policy areas of energy, telecommunications, water, and 
healthcare. She achieved successful results for her clients with the California State 
Legislature, the Governor’s Office, and multiple state agencies. She also advised clients 
with PACs on California Political Reform Act compliance and political contribution 
strategies. 
 
 
California Public Utilities Commission 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
770 L Street, Suite 1250 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
June 2005 – January 2010 
 
Before becoming a contract lobbyist, Ms. Loomis was the Director of Governmental 
Affairs for the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), where she effectively 
utilized her relationships in the Legislature to advance the Commission’s positions on 
the Renewable Portfolio Standard, electricity rate structuring reform, broadband 
infrastructure development, water ratemaking, railroad safety oversight, licensing of 
limousines and charter buses, telecommunications universal service programs and 
funds, and the state budget.   
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ORGANIZATION: 

TENURE: 

EXPERIENCE: 

EDUCATION: 

CA STATE BAR 
ADMISSION: 

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS: 

California State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

January 1995 – May 2005 

Prior to her work at the CPUC, Ms. Loomis was the Capitol Director for the Vice Chair 
of the Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee during the 2001 state 
energy crisis and beyond.  She worked on legislation relating to direct access, electricity 
standby charges, the CPUC’s reasonableness review of utility bilateral contracts for 
electricity, power plant siting, and distributed generation. 

Ms. Loomis also served as Legislative Director for two other state Senators, as well as 
a Policy Consultant for the Senate Republican Caucus.  As leadership staff, she helped 
to develop caucus positions on housing, insurance, judiciary, taxation, and 
transportation issues. 

J.D. with distinction from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law.  
B.A. International Relations from the University of California, Davis. 

2004: License No. 231639. 

The Conference of California Public Utility Counsel (CCPUC) 
Institute of Governmental Advocates (IGA) 
California Communications Association (CalCom) 
California Women in Energy (CAWiE) 
Capitol Network 



Page 14 of 19 

 

F. Description of Proposed Services 
 

The Team that would be working with Contra Costa includes seasoned veterans that have extensive 
experience working with the Legislature, the Governor’s office and state agencies. We know how the 
legislative and budgeting processes work, and we have succeeded in obtaining measurable results for 
our clients. What sets us apart from others is the experience we have and the fact that we are a known 
entity to Contra Costa. Contra Costa has worked extensively with one of our Team members, Mark 
Watts, under an existing contract with Smith, Watts & Hartmann. Mr. Watts currently provides 
transportation advice and advocacy to Contra Costa.  
 
The Team is proposing to provide additional value to Contra Costa under a new contract with 
Quintana, Watts & Hartmann (QWH) that would cover all of the remaining issues for Contra Costa. 
Under this proposal, Ms. Hartmann would be the lead on the contract since she is registered to lobby 
for QWH. Ms. Hartmann would subcontract with Mr. Watts, who is registered to lobby for Smith, 
Watts & Hartmann, and with Ms. Loomis of LAS. 
 
We believe this arrangement will benefit Contra Costa because it includes Mr. Watts who already 
understands Contra Costa’s issues. It also adds two veteran advocates, Ms. Hartmann and Ms. 
Loomis, who can provide legislative and regulatory representation for Contra Costa. Ms. Hartmann 
currently represents clients before the California Legislature, Governor’s Office, California Public 
Utilities Commission, California Energy Commission, California Air Resources Board, State Water 
Resources Control Board, and the California Department of Water Resources. Ms. Loomis represents 
clients before the California Legislature, Governor’s Office, and California Public Utilities 
Commission. As mentioned earlier in this document, the three members of the Team work closely 
together and are housed in the same offices. Mr. Watts and Ms. Hartmann regularly subcontract with 
Ms. Loomis on legislative and regulatory issues. 
 
With regard to the scope of work, if selected to work with Contra Costa, the Team would like to set up 
an in-person meeting with Contra Costa’s staff to identify the organization’s goals for the coming 
year. This would allow the Team to begin our partnership with a clear understanding of our goals and 
priorities on policy as well as the overall objectives for Contra Costa. Once the key issues are 
identified, and goals have been set, The Team would work with Contra Costa to create a strategy for 
achieving those goals. The strategy would inform a course of action, such as sponsoring new 
legislation, or outlining the steps needed to gain support for or defeat legislation. The individual action 
items will be dependent on the identified goals of Contra Costa, and would include, but not be limited 
to the following:  

 
1) Develop Strategy for Contra Costa 

a. The Team would work with Contra Costa to identify the top priorities and concerns for the 
year.  

b. The Team would work with Contra Costa to develop a list of key influencers (legislators, 
staff, regulators, and interest groups) and create a plan that would enable Contra Costa to 
develop better relationships with this group. The plan could include specific tasks such as 
assigning someone to establish a connection/rapport with an identified group.   

c. Identify and alert Contra Costa of proposed legislation and regulations that may impact 
Contra Costa. The issues would include policy areas that Contra Costa has identified as 
important, including health care, homelessness, realignment implementation, State Budget, 
and water issues; 
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d. Provide recommendations to Contra Costa on proposed policy;
e. Develop a strategy on Contra Costa’s top priorities that would achieve the desired

outcome. The strategy would be tailored for the needs of the specific project but could
include specific steps for the lobbyists and Contra Costa staff, including recommended
meetings with key officials, the development of a coalition, outreach to other like-minded
organizations, and testimony before the Legislature or state agency.

2) Represent the County – The Team would represent Contra Costa before the Legislature, the
Governor’s office, and state agencies on issues that are identified as important to Contra Costa.
This would include:

a. Setting up meetings with state legislators, regulators, and key staff to educate them on
Contra Costa, discuss the proposed policy, and outline Contra Costa’s position or concerns
with the proposal;

b. Testifying on behalf of Contra Costa in legislative committees or before state agencies on
proposed policy;

c. Attending meetings and representing Contra Costa in association meetings.

3) Sponsor Legislation – If Contra Costa decides to sponsor legislation, the Team would work with
Contra Costa to:

a. Identify and arrange meetings with legislators that could introduce the sponsored
legislation;

b. Draft the legislative language and/or amendments;
c. Work with Contra Costa to refine the message on legislation which includes working on:

i. Position papers,
ii. Fact sheets showing benefits to the local community,
iii. Support and opposition letters, and
iv. Any necessary material needed to advocate on behalf of Contra Costa;

d. Lobby legislators and their staff to support the bill;
e. Testify in Committee on the bill or arrange for staff from Contra Costa to provide

testimony;
f. Work with the opposition to work out concerns with the legislation; and
g. Set up discussions with the Governor’s staff and, if needed, the Department of Finance to

discuss any concerns they may have with the measure.

4) Communicate with Contra Costa – The Team would provide Contra Costa with written and verbal
updates on legislation, proposed amendments, important proposed regulations, and other
developments that could impact Contra Costa. Some of the specific updates will include:

a. Legislative updates on new and proposed bills;
b. Summaries of legislative hearings and regulatory meetings;
c. Updates on budget developments;
d. Email or verbal communications on activity that could impact Contra Costa, including any

changes to the Contra Costa legislative delegation:
e. A yearly summary on legislative positions, major activities, and accomplishments;
f. Active participation in conference calls with Contra Costa’s legislative committee; and
g. Attendance at Contra Costa meetings or Board meetings.
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G. References  

Current	Client	References: 
Riverside County Transportation 
Commission (RCTC) 
Anne Mayer, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 12008 
Riverside, CA 92502-2208 
Phone: (951) 787-7141 

Client of Smith, Watts & Hartmann 
from 2010 and is ongoing 

San Francisco County 
Transportation Authority (SFCTA) 
Tilly Chang, Executive Director 
1455 Market Street, 22nd Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Phone: (415) 306-4506 

Client of Smith, Watts & Hartmann 
from 2010 and is ongoing 

California Steel Industries 
Brett Guge, Executive Vice President 
P.O. Box 5080 
Fontana, CA 92335 
Phone:  (909) 350-6208

Client of Quintana, Watts & 
Hartmann since 2018 (previously a 
client of Smith, Watts & Hartmann 
since 2009 

Former Client References: 
Transportation California 
Will Kempton, former Executive 
Director (2013 – early 2017) 
140 Feather Falls Circle 
Folsom, CA 95630 
Phone: (714) 272-5270 

Client of Smith, Watts & Hartmann 
since 2003 and is ongoing  

Gerdau Ameristeel Energy Inc. 
Samuel Harper, Regional Energy 
Manager 
300 Ward Road 
Midlothian, TX 76065 
Phone: (214) 463-9423 

Client of Smith, Watts & Hartmann 
from 2011 through 2018

Messer US (Formerly Linde, LLC) 
Nitin Natesan, Business 
Development Manager, Hydrogen 
Fueling 
2389 Lincoln Avenue 
Hayward, CA 94545 
Phone: (908) 720-4754 

Client of Smith, Watts & Hartmann 
from 2010 through April 2019
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H. Relationships 

By virtue of our past and ongoing work, as described in our decades of broad legislative experience, 
the Team has substantial relationships throughout the Legislature, including with the following 
Contra Costa legislative delegation.   

Senator Dodd – The Team has worked closely with the Senator and his staff on transportation and 
energy issues. We have known and worked with the Senator and the Senator’s Legislative Director, 
Les Spahn, for years. We continue to work with the Senator and Mr. Spahn on wildfire-related issues, 
as Senator Dodd authored the major wildfire-related bill in 2018 (SB 901) and continues to be 
involved in the issues. 

Senator Skinner – The Team has worked with Senator Skinner on a variety of topics, including 
renewable energy, hydrogen fueling, energy efficiency, and manufacturing issues. We regularly work 
with the Senator’s Legislative Director, Katerina Robinson. We also have worked closely with her 
newest policy consultant, Zack Leary, when he was employed with Assemblymember Burke. 

Senator Glazer – The Team has worked with Senator Glazer extensively on transportation issues. 

Assemblymember Frazier – Because of Mr. Watts work on transportation issues, he works regularly 
with Mr. Frazier and his personal and committee staff. 

Assemblymember Grayson – The Team has worked with Assemblymember Grayson on 
transportation and energy issues 

In addition to the relationships described above, the Team works regularly with a bipartisan group of 
legislators, legislative staff and representatives from the Governor’s office.  
 
Legislative Leadership - We have good working relationships with legislative leadership and their 
staff. For example, Mr. Watts works closely with the Speaker and his Chief of Staff, Carrie Cornwall, 
on transportation issues, and Ms. Hartmann consults regularly with Senator Atkins’ policy 
consultants, Kip Lipper and Deanna Spehn and the Speaker’s policy consultant on energy and 
environmental issues, Marie Liu. 
 
Budget Committees - We work with members of the budget subcommittees on behalf of various 
clients. We have good relationships with the following legislators and their staff: Senators Beall, 
Jones, Leyva, Monning, McGuire, Moorlach, Morrell, Nielsen, Pan, Roth, Skinner, Stern, Stone, 
Umberg and Wieckowski, and Assemblymembers Gomez Reyes, Frazier, Gallagher, C. Garcia, 
Patterson, Ramos, Rubio, Wood, Obernolte, Fong, Bloom, and Mullin.  
 
Policy Committees – The Team is working on a variety of issues that put us in front of policy 
committee members and their staff. We are currently talking to Senator Wiener and his staff member, 
Miles, about his estate tax bill. We are working with Senator Stern and his Senate Natural Resources 
Committee consultant, Katharine Moore, to work out differences on a gas storage bill, and we are 
working with Senator Borgeas and his staff on a sponsored telecommunications proposal. We have 
also worked closely with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife 
Committee, Assembly Members Eduardo Garcia and James Gallagher, on a host of utilities-related 
issues. 
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Last year, The Team worked with Assemblymember Aguiar Curry, her Chief of Staff, John Ferrera, 
and Local Government Committee Consultant, Jimmy MacDonald, to obtain an amendment for a 
client on PACE-related issues. Because of our efforts on AB 262 in 2017, we have a good 
relationship with Assemblyman Bonta, his chief of staff, Evan Corder, and his staff member, Jerome 
Parra. We also worked closely with Senator Hertzberg and his chief of staff, Michael Bedard, on the 
Senator’s energy efficiency bill. 
 
The Team has good relationships with key legislators on the Senate Health, Housing, Natural 
Resources and Water, Transportation, and Energy Committees and Assembly Health, Housing, Local 
Government, Transportation, Utilities, and Water Committees. 

 
Governor’s Office - Finally, the Team has a good relationship with the Governor’s staff. We are in 
conversations with several members of the Governor’s legislative and cabinet staff on wildfire issues 
and working with them to come up with a lasting solution. We also have existing relationships with 
other members of the Governor’s staff, having worked with them when they were legislative staff or 
members of a state agency. 
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I. Fee Schedule 

See Exhibit A 
 

J. Evidence of Insurance 

Evidence of insurance be provided to Contra Costa if QWH is selected to provide legislative 
advocacy services. 
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