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I. Overview of the Contra Costa 
Immigrant Rights Alliance
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History
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 The Contra Costa Immigrant Rights 
Alliance (CCIRA) was established 
in 2017 by legal and community-
based organizations aiming to 
advance immigrant rights and 
promote resources for all Contra 
Costa residents regardless of 
immigration status.

 CCIRA was formed after an article 
was published in the East Bay 
Express about the Probation 
Department and the Custody 
Alternative Facility turning people 
over to ICE during appointments.



Activities and Accomplishments

 In 2017, CCIRA successfully secured funding through a 
foundation-county partnership to establish Stand 
Together Contra Costa, a county rapid response 
system to respond to increasing immigration 
enforcement. In March 2018, Stand Together 
officially launched with a 24-hour hotline, two 
attorneys, and a coordinator.

 In 2017, CCIRA advocated for the passage of the CA 
Values Act (SB 54), which was signed into law on 
October 5, 2017.
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Activities and Accomplishments

 Beginning in October 2017, CCIRA worked with the 
Probation Department to draft an SB 54-compliant 
policy that prevented officers from informing ICE about 
a probationer’s appointment. The policy was finalized 
in December 2017.

 Throughout 2017 and 2018, CCIRA has been at the 
forefront of advocating for immigrant rights in Contra 
Costa, including pushing back against the Sheriff’s 
publicizing of release dates, denouncing the proposed 
immigration jail at the Concord Naval Weapons Station, 
and pushing for disentangling both the Sheriff’s Office 
and Probation Department from ICE.
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TRUTH Act & Other Related Laws
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ICE’s Enforcement Programs

 Secure Communities (“S-Comm”): program that relies on 
fingerprint data at the time of a person’s booking into a 
local jail to identify noncitizens who may be deportable 

 Potentially deportable  ICE sends detainer request to 
local jail
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 An ICE detainer request is a voluntary request that 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) sends to local 
law enforcement. 

 The request can ask that local law enforcement hold a person for 
up to 48 hours past his/her release date so that ICE can pick up 
the person and take him/her into immigration custody. Under SB 
54, local law enforcement is prohibited from holding anyone for 
extra time for ICE.

 The request can ask that local law enforcement notify ICE about 
the person’s date and time of release so that ICE can pick up the 
person upon release and take him/her into immigration custody.

ICE’s Enforcement Programs
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Concerns about ICE Entanglement with 
Local Law Enforcement

 10th Amendment
 Printz v. US (S.Ct. 1997): 10th Amendment prohibits Federal 

government from commandeering local resources to carry 
out the Federal government’s duties.

 4th Amendment
 Galarza v. Szalczyk (3d Cir. 2014): ICE holds are 

voluntary, not mandatory, and counties cannot avoid 
liability for holding an individual who is not deportable for 
ICE by arguing that detainers are mandatory.

 Miranda-Olivares v. Clackamas County (D. Or. 2014): ICE 
holds violate Fourth Amendment protections against 
unreasonable search and seizure because they are not 
based on a probable cause finding.
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 Fosters further distrust between immigrant 
communities and local law enforcement
Makes immigrant communities view local law 

enforcement and ICE as the same entity

Makes immigrants afraid to report when they are the 
victim of or a witness to a crime

 Separates local families 

 Opens local law enforcement up to liability

Concerns about ICE Entanglement with 
Local Law Enforcement
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 Effective as of January 1, 2014 (Gov’t Code §§ 7282 et seq.)
 Prohibited local law enforcement from detaining individuals in 

response to ICE hold requests for most misdemeanor offenses.
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 Set statewide floor, not a ceiling.
 Soon after the TRUST Act’s 

passage, several federal courts 
found that ICE holds are 
unconstitutional under the 
Fourth Amendment’s protections 
against unreasonable search 
and seizure because they are 
not based on a probable cause 
finding. 

Credit: Anibal Ortiz / KPCC

CA TRUST Act (AB 4)



 Effective as of January 1, 2017 (Gov’t Code §§ 7283 et 
seq.).

 Requires a person in jail to sign a consent form before an 
ICE interview that explains the purpose of the interview, 
that that interview is voluntary, and that the person may 
decline to be interviewed or interview only with their 
attorney present.

 Requires local law enforcement agency to inform 
individual upon receipt of ICE detainer request.

 Requires local law enforcement agency to inform 
individual and his/her attorney or designee notice if 
agency agrees to notify ICE of person’s release date.

CA TRUTH Act (AB 2792)
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 Requires that all records related to ICE access be 
public records for purposes of the Public Records Act. 
 ICE access is defined as responding to an ICE request; 

providing notification to ICE about a person’s date and 
time of release; providing non-public personal information 
to ICE; allowing ICE to interview a person; or providing 
ICE information about probation/parole check-ins.

 Beginning in 2018, requires that the local governing 
body where a local law enforcement agency has 
provided ICE access in the previous year hold a 
community forum to provide information about ICE’s 
access and allow public comment.

CA TRUTH Act (AB 2792)
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CA Values Act (SB 54) 

 The CA Values Act, 
which was signed into 
law by Gov. Brown 
on October 5, 2017, 
is a state law that 
limits state and local 
resources from being 
used to carry out 
deportations.
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Contra Costa County & ICE
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Sheriff’s Office and ICE

 In January 2017, the East Bay Express reported 
that several staff members from the Custody 
Alternative Facility had been involved in setting up 
arrests with ICE during check-ins.

 The Sheriff’s Office’s policy revised on May 9, 
2017 allowed notifying ICE about a person’s 
release date from custody if the person was 
excepted from the TRUST Act.
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Probation Department and ICE

 In January 2017, the East Bay Express reported 
that it had obtained emails from the Probation 
Department that showed probation officers setting 
up arrests with ICE during probation appointments. 

 In December 2017, after consulting with community-
based organizations, the Probation Department 
issued an updated policy prohibiting probation 
officers from setting up arrests with ICE during 
probation appointments.
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Questions?

Contact information:

Saira Hussain

Staff Attorney, Criminal Justice Reform 

Advancing Justice – Asian Law Caucus

(415) 848-7707

sairah@advancingjustice-alc.org
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