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DRAFT Re: Children’s Safety – School Siting, Construction, Safety Policies ‐ Title 5 Update DRAFT 

 

Dear Superintendent Torlakson, 

 

We are writing on the subject of school and children’s safety relative to the current Title 5 update 

process being undertaken by the California Department of Education (CDE). Specifically, we are 

concerned with school siting practices relative to 1) industrial sites and related conveyance 

infrastructure and, 2) land use and transportation related issues.  

 

Before discussing the specifics of our comments, the Board of Supervisors urges California Department 

of Education (CDE) to include a more robust web presence for the update process. There is currently 

limited information available on the CDE website. More comprehensive information will foster a more 

productive public process.  

 

Specific comments are below, and attached to this letter are inline revisions to Title 5:  

1. With the imposition of any new regulations, CDE should make every effort to ease the 

administrative and financial burden on local school districts. This could be done by adopting 

templates for use by local districts or by providing technical assistance to school districts. For 

example, the multi‐modal circulation plan proposed further below could be prepared by the 

Department of Transportation.    

2. CDE should develop guidelines for assessing and mitigating the risks of siting new schools near 

industrial facilities and rail lines due to potential explosions and fires from the use, storage, 

manufacture and transportation of hazardous materials, similar to the guidelines they have 

established for assessing and mitigating the risks from the transportation of hazardous materials 

through pipelines. 
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3. CDE should amend the regulations pertaining to the rebuilding of schools on the site of existing 

schools to require that the current risks from accidental explosions and fire of hazardous materials 

used, stored, manufactured or transported at industrial facilities, in pipelines and by rail are 

assessed and mitigated. 

4. There are existing policies in Title 5 that, if actively enforced, would result in some improvement in 

school site selection. That said, for any Title 5 revisions to have a perceptible positive impact on 

school siting practices, they will need to be compulsory. In our numerous meetings and 

conversations with CDE staff and state legislators, we found there is discomfort with compulsory 

provisions. However, the County has direct experience with non‐compulsory provisions having 

little or no effect on school siting decisions. We have witnessed this leading to acquisition of sites 

that would be extremely difficult for children to safely access on their own, that are not supported 

by adequate transportation infrastructure, have limited or no transit service, and would be sprawl 

and greenhouse gas inducing. The State should include compulsory measures to ensure reasonable 

school siting decisions and consider the necessary legislation to grant the requisite authority to 

enforce compulsory policies.  

5. Multi‐modal Circulation Plan: Please see Exhibit 1: School Siting – Student Safety/Multimodal 

Circulation Plan: Given the evolution of federal, state, and local policies regarding safe routes to 

schools, greenhouse gas reduction, and generally universal respect for the safety of children, we 

expect that implementation of this policy would have minimal resistance. One issue that should be 

stressed is, due to socioeconomic conditions, there will always be some students that have no 

choice but to travel to/from school under their own power by active modes. Considering that, the 

attached proposed policy should be considered reasonable and implemented as compulsory.  

6. As California implements greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction legislation, the current model for school 

site selection is increasingly in conflict with model policies. Land development is increasingly 

prioritizing infill, which typically results in less GHG production, and reduced transportation 

infrastructure costs. However, infill development is often more expensive and procedurally more 

complex. The State may need to examine the underlying school construction finance model and 

fund an incentive program to allow infill sites to be economically viable for local school districts. In 

addition, a streamlining process to ease the development of infill sites may be beneficial and even 

necessary. 

7. As standard practice with other State Departments during policy updates, please publish all 

comments on this process. The public debate would be aided by a full‐airing of comments received.   

8. Statutes for Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCOs) provide a role for Commissions in 

school site development and could be expanded. At a minimum, a) school districts should be 

required to consult with LAFCO when a new school site is being proposed, and b) LAFCO should 

discourage the extension of municipal services to school sites located in agricultural and open space 

areas pursuant to LAFCO law. More prescriptive restrictions related to the extension of municipal 

services should be strongly considered in areas with a voter adopted Urban Limit Line or Urban 

Growth Boundary. 

9. At a minimum, compliance (without preemption authority) with voter adopted Urban Limit Lines 

and Urban Growth Boundaries should be compulsory.  



 

g:\transportation\cunningham\memo-letter\letter\2018\05-22-18 bostocde - title5v4.docx 

10. The State should explore implementing policies developed by the Collaborative for High 

Performing schools. Again, any changes will likely have to be compulsory in order to be effective.  

11. The State should explore opportunities to incorporate school siting practices in to the Sustainable 
Communities/Priority Development Area type programs. There are few land development projects 

that have as large or enduring effect on the character and safety of a community as a school site, 

and local land use planning goals and policies should be considered and respected in these 

decisions. 

12. While outside the purview of CDE, the following should be included in a more comprehensive and 

strategic school safety and siting program. We urge CDE to bring these concepts to the Strategic 

Growth Council for their consideration: 

a. Implement a “Vulnerable Road User Protection” (VRU) statute: VRU laws establish the 

concept “whoever can do the most damage has an obligation to be the most careful”. 

Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Hawaii, Maine, Oregon, Utah, Vermont, and Washington 

all have such laws, etc.  

b. Pass an “Enhanced Penalty School Zone” statute: This could consist of a double/triple fine 

zone, moving violation for cell phone use, etc.  

c. Redefinition of the school zone distances in state law: This redefinition would reflect actual 

access patterns rather than the current arbitrary distances defined in the statutes. As one 

member of the Caltrans Committee on Traffic Control Devices described it, there was no 

engineering or analysis when the original prescriptive distances in the statutes were 

established. Included in the reform of school zone policies should be the associated, “When 

Children Are Present” signage policies and underlying statutes. Current policies are widely 

acknowledged to be fundamentally flawed.   

d. Implement and fund or incentivize the bicycle and pedestrian safety curriculum developed 

by the Strategic Growth Council and the State Health in All Policies Task Force. The 

program would have dual benefit of decreased injuries/deaths and increased 

walking/biking.  

13. As stated in our numerous, prior communications, current school siting practices do not allow the 

County to fulfill its constitutional obligations relative to the protection of public health, safety, and 

welfare. As such, those obligations fall to the State and/or local school districts. Only substantive 

reform of school siting policies and practices will allow effective engagement by the local land use 

authority. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments; we look forward to your response. If you have any 

questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact me or Michael Kent, Health Services Hazardous 

Materials Ombudsman [Michael.Kent@hsd.cccounty.us, (925) 313‐6587] or the County’s Planning Director, 

John Kopchik [John.Kopchik@dcd.cccounty.us, (925) 674‐7833, or John Cunningham, Principal Planner 

[John.Cunningham@dcd.cccounty.us, (925)674‐7833]. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Karen Mitchoff, Chair 

Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors 

 
 

cc:  Members: Contra Costa Hazardous Materials Commission 

  California Building Industry Association 

  Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor – State of California  

  Members: Contra Costa County Legislative Delegation 

  Ken Alex, Director – Office of Planning and Research 

  Randall Winston, Executive Director – Strategic Growth Council 

  Jeff Vincent, Deputy Director – Center for Cities and Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

 Exhibit 1: School Siting – Student Safety/Multimodal Circulation Plan 

 Exhibit 2: CCC Title 5 Comments 



Exhibit 1: May 22, 2018 BOS Meeting 
 

School Siting – Student Safety 
Multimodal Circulation Plan 
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 The school board may only approve the purchase of a school site if the board also:  
o Approves a preliminary multimodal circulation and safety plan (addressing site 

access and school attendance boundaries) signed and stamped by a licensed 
traffic engineer.  

 The school board may only approve a final school design if the Board: 
o Approves a final multimodal (bus, automobile, pedestrian, bicycle) circulation 

and safety plan (addressing site access and school attendance boundaries) 
signed and stamped by a licensed traffic engineer. 

o The final plan shall include a capital improvement program (CIP) defining 
projects necessary to accommodate student travel within the attendance 
boundary.  

o Certifies that all CIP projects will be in place prior to the school opening for 
instruction.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Exhibit 2: CCC Title 5 Comments: Contra Costa County Comments on Title 5 Revision Process. Revisions are in 
redline/strikeout format. Annotations/comments on the revisions are in [brackets and in typewriter font]. 
 
 
 
Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 1. General Standards 
§ 14001. Minimum Standards. 

 
 
Educational facilities planned by school districts shall be: 
 
(a) Evolved from a statement of educational program requirements which reflects the school district's educational goals 
and objectives. 
 
 
(b) Master-planned to provide for maximum site enrollment.. 
 
 
(c) Located on a site which meets California Department of Education standards as specified in Section 14010. 
 
 
(d) Designed for the environmental comfort and work efficiency of the occupants. 
 
 
(e) Designed to require a practical minimum of maintenance. 
 
 
(f) Designed to meet federal, state, and local statutory requirements for structure, fire, and public safety. 
 
 
(g) Designed and engineered with flexibility to accommodate future needs. 
 
 
(h) Located and designed to support reductions of greenhouse gasses and vehicle miles traveled consistent with state 
goals. 
 
(i) Include access infrastructure, at the time of school opening, consistent with the 2008- Complete Streets Act. 
[Reflects authority established with the “safety” references in EDC § 17251 (c) and (f)].   
 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(b) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 17017.5 and 17251(b), 
Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. Amendment filed 9-23-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 39). 
 
 
2. Amendment of text and adoption of Note filed 11-12-93; operative 12-13-93 (Register 93, No. 46). 
 
 
3. Amendment of Note filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant to Government Code section 
11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
 
5 CCR § 14001, 5 CA ADC § 14001 

  



 

Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 2. School Sites 
§ 14010. Standards for School Site Selection. 

 
 
All districts shall select a school site that provides safety and that supports learning. The following standards shall apply 
to site selection and be addressed in a written report provided to the governing board, the district advisory committee, 
and the local land use agency [requirements are consistent with EDC § PART 10.5. SCHOOL FACILITIES: 
Schoolsites: 17211]: 
 
(a) The net usable acreage and enrollment for a new school site shall be consistent with the numbers of acres and 
enrollment established in the 2000 Edition, “School Site Analysis and Development” published by the California 
Department of Education and incorporated into this section by reference, in toto, unless sufficient land is not available 
or circumstances exist due to any of the following: 
 
 
(1) Urban or suburban development results in insufficient available land even after considering the option of eminent 
domain. 
 
 
(2) Sufficient acreage is available but it would not be economically feasible to mitigate geological or environmental 
hazards or other site complications which pose a threat to the health and/or safety of students and staff. 
 
 
(3) Sufficient acreage is available but not within the attendance area of the unhoused students or there is an extreme 
density of population within a given attendance area requiring a school to serve more students on a single site. 
Choosing an alternate site would result in extensive long-term bussing of students that would cause extreme financial 
hardship to the district to transport students to the proposed school site. 
 
 
(4) Geographic barriers, traffic congestion,  inadequate transportation infrastructure for student cyclists, pedestrians, 
and/or other wheeled/active transportation, high vehicle speeds, or other constraints throughout the attendance 
boundary would cause extreme school access issues for the school district and the community at large. financial 
hardship for the district to transport students to the proposed school site. [Regarding the struck out text, 
excepting special needs students, school districts are not obligated to provide transportation. 
Regardless, the listed issues DO create a hardship for parents, students, and local jurisdictions 
who, when school districts site schools in remote areas, are left to somehow get students safety 
to/from school sites which are often infrastructure islands surrounded by rural landscape.] 
 
 
(b) If a school site is less than the recommended acreage required in subsection (a) of this section, the district shall 
demonstrate how the students will be provided an adequate educational program including physical education as 
described in the district's adopted course of study. 
 
 
(c) The property line of the site even if it is a joint use agreement as described in subsection (o) of this section shall be 
at least the following distance from the edge of respective power line easements: 
 
 
(1) 100 feet for 50-133 kV line. 
 
 
(2) 150 feet for 220-230 kV line. 
 
 
(3) 350 feet for 500-550 kV line. 
 
 
(d) If the proposed site is within 1,500 feet of a railroad track easement, a safety study shall be done by a competent 
professional trained in assessing cargo manifests, frequency, speed, and schedule of railroad traffic, grade, curves, type 
and condition of track need for sound or safety barriers, need for pedestrian and vehicle safeguards at railroad 
crossings, presence of high pressure gas lines near the tracks that could rupture in the event of a derailment, 



preparation of an evacuation plan. In addition to the analysis, possible and reasonable mitigation measures must be 
identified. [Roadways and automobiles are a more substantial threat to student safety than railroads. 
Implementation of the County’s “Multimodal Circulation Plan” proposal will help to ensure an 
appropriate review of roadway safety, on par with the railroad language] 
 
  
 
 
(e) The site shall not be adjacent to a road or freeway that any site-related traffic and sound level studies have 
determined will have safety problems or sound levels which adversely affect the educational program. 
 
 
(f) Pursuant to Education Code sections 17212 and 17212.5, the site shall not contain an active earthquake fault or 
fault trace. 
 
 
(g) Pursuant to Education Code sections 17212 and 17212.5, the site is not within an area of flood or dam flood 
inundation unless the cost of mitigating the flood or inundation impact is reasonable. 
 
 
(h) The site shall not be located near an above-ground water or fuel storage tank or within 1500 feet of the easement 
of an above ground or underground pipeline that can pose a safety hazard as determined by a risk analysis study, 
conducted by a competent professional, which may include certification from a local public utility commission. 
 
 
(i) The site is not subject to moderate to high liquefaction or landslides. 
 
 
(j) The shape of the site shall have a proportionate length to width ratio to accommodate the building layout, parking 
and playfields that can be safely supervised and does not exceed the allowed passing time to classes for the district. 
 
 
(k) The site shall be easily accessible from arterial roads and shall allow minimum peripheral visibility from the planned 
driveways in accordance with the Sight Distance Standards established in the “Highway Design Manual,” Table 201.1, 
published by the Department of Transportation, July 1, 1990 edition, and incorporated into this section by reference, in 
toto. 
 
 
(l) The site shall not be on major arterial streets with a heavy traffic pattern as determined by site-related traffic 
studies including those that require student crossings unless mitigation of traffic hazards and a plan for the safe arrival 
and departure of students appropriate to the grade level has been provided by city, county or other public agency in 
accordance with the “School Area Pedestrian Safety” manual published by the California Department of Transportation, 
1987 edition, incorporated into this section by reference, in toto. [Considering the wealth of new, relevant 
statutes and policies that state and local governments have developed over the past 10 years this 
language should be rewritten. Contemporary references (as opposed to the 1987 School Area Pedestrian 
Safety document)should be included, at a minimum: the 2008 Complete Streets Act, Health In All 
Policies, AB32/SB375 concepts, Caltrans Smart Mobility Framework, the various guidance documents 
available from the National Association of City Transportation Officials (now sanctioned by Caltrans 
and the FHWA) and the numerous revisions to the Highway Design Manual. Adoption of the County’s 
“Multimodal Circulation Plan proposal would help in updating this section. Some detailed comments:  
 High vehicle speeds are equally if not more problematic than “heavy traffic patterns”. CDE should 

consult with the CDPH for input on what are considered safe speeds in areas where vehicles are 
sharing the roadway with underage/student cyclists and pedestrians. The latest research 
recommends no more than 20 MPH.  

 Identifying only the location of the school site is negligent. The entire attendance boundary 
needs to be identified and studied.  

 The “mitigations for traffic hazards” need to be in place prior to the school opening.  
 
 
(m) Existing or proposed zoning of the surrounding properties shall be compatible with schools in that it would not pose 
a potential health or safety risk to students or staff in accordance with Education Code Section 17213 and Government 
Code Section 65402, the multimodal circulation and safety plan, and other available studies of traffic surrounding the 
site. 
 
 
(n) The site shall be located within the proposed attendance area to accommodate and encourage student walking and 
active transportation avoid extensive bussing unless bussing is used to promote ethnic diversity. Accommodation shall 
be documented in the multimodal circulation and safety plan and in place prior to the school opening for instruction. 
[The comment is reflective of the County’s, “Multimodal Circulation Plan”] 



 
 
(o) The site shall be selected to promote joint use of parks, libraries, museums and other public services, the acreage 
of which may be included as part of the recommended acreage as stated in subsection (a) of this section. 
 
 
(p) The site shall be conveniently located for public services including but not limited to fire protection, police 
protection, public transit and trash disposal whenever feasible. 
 
 
(q) The district shall consider environmental factors of light, wind, noise, aesthetics, and air pollution in its site selection 
process. 
 
 
(r) Easements on or adjacent to the site shall not restrict access or building placement. 
 
 
(s) The cost and complications of the following shall be considered in the site selection process and should not result in 
undue delays or unreasonable costs consistent with State Allocation Board standards: 
 
 
(1) Distance of utilities to the site, availability and affordability of bringing utilities to the site. 
 
 
(2) Site preparation including grading, drainage, demolition, hazardous cleanup, including cleanup of indigenous 
material such as serpentine rock, and off-site development of streets, curbs, gutters and lights. 
 
 
(3) Eminent domain, relocation costs, severance damage, title clearance and legal fees. 
 
 
(4) Long-term high landscaping or maintenance costs. 
 
 
(5) Existence of any wildlife habitat that is on a protected or endangered species list maintained by any state or federal 
agency, existence of any wetlands, natural waterways, or areas that may support migratory species, or evidence of any 
environmentally sensitive vegetation. 
 
 
(t) If the proposed site is on or within 2,000 feet of a significant disposal of hazardous waste, the school district shall 
contact the Department of Toxic Substances Control for a determination of whether the property should be considered a 
Hazardous Waste Property or Border Zone Property. 
 
 
(u) At the request of the governing board of a school district, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction may grant 
exemptions to any of the standards in this section if the district can demonstrate that mitigation of specific 
circumstances overrides a standard without compromising a safe and supportive school environment. 
 
 
 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(b) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 
17212, 17212.5, 17213, 17251(b) and 17251(f), Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. Renumbering of former section 14010 to section 14011 and new section filed 11-12-93; operative 12-13-93 
(Register 93, No. 46). For prior history, see Register 77, No. 39. 
 
 
2. Amendment of section and Note filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant to Government Code section 
11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
 
5 CCR § 14010, 5 CA ADC § 14010 



  



Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 2. School Sites 
§ 14011. Procedures for Site Acquisition - State-Funded School Districts. 

 
 
A state-funded school district is defined as a school district having a project funded under Chapter 12.5 (commencing 
with Section 17070.10) of the Education Code. A state-funded school district, before acquiring title to real property for 
school use, shall obtain written approval from the California Department of Education using the following procedures: 
 
(a) Request a preliminary conference with a consultant from the School Facilities Planning Division and in consultation 
review and evaluate sites under final consideration. 
 
 
(b) Contact the School Facilities Planning Division of the California Department of Education to obtain a “School 
Facilities Planning Division Field Site Review,” form SFPD 4.0, published by the California Department of Education, as 
last amended in December 1999 and incorporated into this section by reference, in toto, which lists the site options in 
order of merit according to the site selection standards delineated in Section 14010. 
 
 
(c) Prepare a statement of policies as delineated on the “School Facilities Planning Division School Site Report,” form 
SFPD 4.02, as last amended in December 1999 and incorporated into this section by reference, in toto, covering the 
range and organization of grades to be served, the transportation of pupils, and the ultimate maximum pupil enrollment 
to be housed on the site. Prepare a statement showing how the site is appropriate in size as justified by the school 
district's Facilities Master Plan, including acreage increases above the California Department of Education 
recommendation made to compensate for off-site mitigation. A school district may choose, in place of a master plan, a 
developer fee justification document or a five-year plan if it addresses enrollment projections, needed schools, and site 
sizes. 
 
 
(d) Prepare maps showing present and proposed school sites, significant roads or highways, unsanitary or hazardous 
installations, such as airports or industries and the indicated boundary of the pupil attendance area to be served as 
delineated on form SFPD 4.02. 
 
 
(e) Meet with appropriate local government, recreation, and park authorities to consider possible joint use of the 
grounds and buildings and to coordinate the design to benefit the intended users as required by Education Code Section 
35275. 
 
 
(f) Give written notice to the local planning agency having jurisdiction to review the proposed school site or addition to 
an existing school site and request a written report from the local planning agency of the investigations and 
recommendations for each proposed site with respect to conformity with the adopted general plan as required by Public 
Resources Code Section 21151.2 and Government Code Section 65402 and provide documentation to the California 
Department of Education (CDE) demonstrating the notice and report request to the local planning agency. CDE shall not 
provide any administrative, or financial support to the school district without fulfillment of this requirement. [This 
requirement is in response to our experience with school districts not being aware of or disregarding 
the referenced sections of the code. Please see the County’s 8-24-16 letter to the Liberty Union High 
School District (LUHSD) attached to our Title 5 Comment letter. The letter to LUHSD is also available 

here: http://www.cccounty.us/no‐notice] 
 
 
(g) Comply with Education Code Sections 17212 and 17212.5, with particular emphasis upon an engineering 
investigation made of the site to preclude locating the school on terrain that may be potentially hazardous: 
 
 
(1) The geological and soils engineering study shall address all of the following: 
 
 
(A) Nature of the site including a discussion of liquefaction, subsidence or expansive soils, slope, stability, dam or flood 
inundation and street flooding. 
 
 
(B) Whether the site is located within a special study zone as defined in Education Code Section 17212. 



 
 
(C) Potential for earthquake or other geological hazard damage. 
 
 
(D) Whether the site is situated on or near a pressure ridge, geological fault or fault trace that may rupture during the 
life of the school building and the student risk factor. 
 
 
(E) Economic feasibility of the construction effort to make the school building safe for occupancy. 
 
 
(2) Other studies shall include the following: 
 
 
(A) Population trends 
 
 
(B) Transportation 
 
 
(C) Water supply 
 
 
(D) Waste disposal facilities 
 
 
(E) Utilities 
 
 
(F) Traffic hazards 
 
 
(G) Surface drainage conditions 
 
 
(H) Other factors affecting initial and operating costs. 
 
 
(h) Prepare an environmental impact report, or negative declaration in compliance with the Environmental Quality Act, 
Public Resources Code, Division 13, (commencing with Section 21000 with particular attention to Section 21151.8). As 
required by Education Code Section 17213, the written findings of the environmental impact report or negative 
declaration must include a statement verifying that the site to be acquired for school purposes is not currently or 
formerly a hazardous, acutely hazardous substance release, or solid waste disposal site or, if so, that the wastes have 
been removed. Also, the written findings must state that the site does not contain pipelines which carry hazardous 
wastes or substances other than a natural gas supply line to that school or neighborhood. If hazardous air emissions 
are identified, the written findings must state that the health risks do not and will not constitute an actual or potential 
danger of public health of students or staff. If corrective measures of chronic or accidental hazardous air emissions are 
required under an existing order by another jurisdiction, the governing board shall make a finding that the emissions 
have been mitigated prior to occupancy of the school. 
 
 
(i) Consult with, or demonstrate that the lead agency, if other than the district preparing the environmental impact 
report or negative declaration, has consulted with the appropriate city/county agency and with any air pollution control 
district or air quality management district having jurisdiction, concerning any facilities having hazardous or acutely 
hazardous air emissions within one-fourth of a mile of the proposed school site as required by Education Code Section 
17213. 
 
 
(j) For purposes of Environmental Site Assessment, school districts shall comply with Education Code sections 
17210.1, 17213.1, and 17213.2. 
 
 
(k) Follow the recommendations of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction report based upon the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Aeronautics, findings, if the proposed site is within two miles of the center line of an airport 
runway or proposed runway as required by Education Code Section 17215. 



 
 
(l ) Follow the standards for school site selection in Section 14010 of this article. 
 
 
 
 
(m) Conduct a public hearing by the governing board of the school district as required in Education Code Section 
17211 to evaluate the property using the standards described in Section 14010 of this article. The school district's 
facility advisory committee may provide an evaluation of the proposed site to the governing board. 
 
 
(n) Submit the request for exemption from a standard in Section 14010 of this article, with a description of the 
mitigation that overrides the standard, to the California Department of Education. 
 
 
(o) Certify there are no available alternative school district-owned sites for the project deemed usable for school 
purposes by the California Department of Education or certify that the school district intends to sell an available 
alternative school district-owned site and use the proceeds from the sale for the purchase of the new school site. 
 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(b) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 
17070.50, 17072.12, 17210.1, 17211, 17212, 17213 and 17251(b), Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. Renumbering and amendment of section 14010 to section 14011 and adoption of Note filed 11-12-93; operative 12-
13-93 (Register 93, No. 46). 
 
 
2. Amendment of section heading, section and Note filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant to Government 
Code section 11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
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Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 2. School Sites 
§ 14012. Procedures for Site Acquisition - Locally-Funded School Districts. 

 
 
A locally-funded school district is defined as a school district with a project not applying for funding from any state 
program administered by the State Allocation Board as defined in Chapter 12.0 (commencing with Section 17000) or 
Chapter 12.5 (commencing with Section 17070.10) of the Education Code. A locally-funded school district, before 
acquiring title to real property for school use, shall: 
 
(a) Evaluate the property using the standards established in Section 14010 and items (e) through (l ) in Section 14011; 
 
 
(b) Comply with terms of the complaint investigation described in Section 14012(d); and 
 
 
(c) May request advice from the California Department of Education as described in Education Code Section 17211(a). 
 
 
(d) Prepare documentation of and retain for purposes of a complaint investigation the exemption from the standard in 
Section 14010 of this article with a description of the mitigation that overrides the standard. Locally-funded school 
districts may request from the California Department of Education a review of the adequacy of the mitigation measure. 
 
 
(e) Comply with Education Code section 17268 regarding potential safety or health risks to students and staff. 
 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(b) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 
17251(a) and (b) and 17268, Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. New section filed 11-12-93; operative 12-13-93 (Register 93, No. 46). 
 
 
2. Repealer of former section 14012 and renumbering of former section 14013 to new section 14012, including 
amendment of section heading, section and Note, filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant to Government 
Code section 11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
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Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 2. School Sites 
§ 14013. Procedures for Site Acquisition - Locally-Funded Districts. [Renumbered] 

 
 

Note: Authority cited: Section 39001(b), Education Code. Reference: Sections 17700 et. seq., 39101(a), and 
39101(b), Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. New section filed 11-12-93; operative 12-13-93 (Register 93, No. 46). 
 
 
2. Renumbering of former section 14013 to section 14012 filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant 
to Government Code section 11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
 
5 CCR § 14013, 5 CA ADC § 14013 

  



Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 4. Standards, Planning and Approval of School Facilities 
§ 14030. Standards for Development of Plans for the Design and Construction of School Facilities. 

 
 
The following standards for new schools are for the use of all school districts for the purposes of educational 
appropriateness and promotion of school safety: 
 
(a) Educational Specifications. 
 
Prior to submitting preliminary plans for the design and construction of school facilities, and as a condition of final plan 
approval by CDE, school board-approved educational specifications for school design shall be prepared and submitted to 
the California Department of Education based on the school district's goals, objectives, policies and community input 
that determine the educational program and define the following: 
 
(1) Enrollment of the school and the grade level configuration. 
 
 
(2) Emphasis in curriculum content or teaching methodology that influences school design. 
 
 
(3) Type, number, size, function, special characteristics of each space, and spatial relationships of the instructional area 
that are consistent with the educational program. 
 
 
(4) Community functions that may affect the school design. [Substantial detail and examples should be added 
to remove ambiguity] 
 
 
(b) Site Layout. 
 
Parent drop off, bus loading areas, and parking, and non-motorized access  shall be separated or otherwise designed to 
allow students to enter and exit the school grounds safely [re: the following struck out language: if safe 
access cannot be provided the site is inappropriate] unless these features are unavailable due to limited 
acreage in urban areas or restrictive locations, specifically[Comments are consistent with authority established 
in the “safety” references in EDC § 17251 (c) and (f)].   
: 
 
(1) Buses do not pass through parking areas to enter or exit school site unless a barrier is provided that prevents 
vehicles from backing directly into the bus loading area. 
 
 
(2) Parent drop off area is shall be located to disincentivize auto access adjacent to school entrance, diffuse peak loads, 
incentivize active mode access. and separate from bus area and staff parking.  
 
 
(3) Vehicle traffic pattern does not interfere with foot active mode traffic patterns. Foot traffic does not have to pass 
through entrance driveways to enter school. Crosswalks are clearly marked to define desired foot path to school 
entrance. 
 
 
(4) Parking stalls are not located so vehicles must back into bus or loading areas used by parents. Island fencing or 
curbs are used to separate parking areas from loading/unloading areas. 
 
 
(5) To provide equal access to insure the purposes of the least restrictive environment, bus drop off for handicapped 
students with disabilities is in the same location as for regular education students. 
 
(6) To ensure safe, efficient access a multimodal circulation plan for the school’s entire attendance boundary shall be 
developed. [consistent with authority established in the “safety” references in EDC § 17251 (c) and 
(f)] 
 
(7) Bicyclist and pedestrian access to school sites shall be encouraged through prioritized access and bicycle parking.  



 
 
(c) Playground and Field Areas. 
 
Adequate physical education teaching stations shall be available to accommodate course requirements for the planned 
enrollment, specifically: 
 
(1) A variety of physical education teaching stations are available to provide a comprehensive physical education 
program in accordance with the district's adopted course of study (including hardcourt, field area and indoor spaces). 
 
 
(2) The physical education teaching stations are adequate for the planned student enrollment to complete the minimum 
instruction and course work defined in Education Code Sections 51210(g), 51220(d) and 51225.3(a)(1)(F). 
 
 
(3) Supervision of playfields is not obstructed by buildings or objects that impair observation. 
 
 
(4) Joint use for educational purposes with other public agencies is explored. Joint use layout with parks is not 
duplicative and fulfills both agencies' needs. 
 
 
(d) Delivery and Utility Areas. 
 
Delivery and service areas shall be located to provide vehicular access that does not jeopardize the safety of students 
and staff: 
 
(1) Delivery/utility vehicles have direct access from the street to the delivery area without crossing over playground or 
field areas or interfering with bus or parent loading unless a fence or other barrier protects students from large vehicle 
traffic on playgrounds. 
 
 
(2) Trash pickup is fenced or otherwise isolated and away from foot traffic areas. 
 
 
(e) Future Expansion. 
 
Site layouts shall have capability for expansion without substantial alterations to existing structures or playgrounds: 
 
(1) Site layout designates area(s) for future permanent or temporary additions that are compatible with the existing 
site plans for playground layout and supervision. 
 
 
(2) Utilities to the expansion area are included in the plans and have the capacity to accommodate anticipated growth. 
 
 
(3) Exits, corridors, stairs, and elevators are located to accommodate capacity of additions, particularly in such 
buildings added as the multi-purpose/cafeteria, administration, gymnasium/or auditorium. 
 
 
(f) Placement of Buildings. 
 
Building placement shall consider compatibility of the various functions on campus and provide optimum patterns of 
foot traffic flow around and within buildings. Site layout of buildings, parking, driveways, and physical education areas 
shall be adequate to meet the instructional, security and service needs of the educational program: 
 
(1) Building placement is compatible with other functions on campus; e.g., band room is not next to library. 
 
 
(2) Physical relationship of classrooms, auxiliary, and support areas allows unobstructed movement of staff and 
students around the campus. 
 
 
(3) Building placement has favorable orientation to wind, sun, rain, and natural light. 
 
 



(4) Restrooms are conveniently located, require minimum supervision, and, to the extent possible, are easily accessible 
from playground and classrooms. 
 
 
(5) Parking spaces are sufficient for staff, visitors, and students (where applicable). 
 
 
(6) The campus is secured by fencing and electronic devices such as code entries, electronic monitoring or motion 
sensors when needed. 
 
 
(g) Classrooms. 
 
Classrooms at new school sites shall have adequate space to perform the curriculum functions for the planned 
enrollment as described in the school district's facility master plan, specifically: 
 
(1) Classroom size standards: 
 
 
(A) General classrooms, grades one through twelve are not less than 960 square feet. Classrooms proposed of less than 
960 square feet require written justification to be submitted to and approved by the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. Adjacent instructional space shall be included in the calculation of square feet for purposes of approving 
classroom design. 
 
 
(B) Proposed classrooms of less than 960 square feet have written justification consistent with the educational program 
and curriculum indicating that the district's education program can be delivered in the proposed size classrooms. 
 
 
(2) Total classroom space meets or exceeds the capacity planned for the school using the district's classroom loading 
standards in accordance with State Allocation Board policy. 
 
 
(3) Consideration is given to some classrooms which are easily alterable in size and shape at a reasonable cost. 
 
 
(4) Conduit/cabling and outlets are available for technology in each classroom to provide network and stand alone 
equipment related to the planned and future potential educational functions. 
 
 
(h) Specialized Classrooms and Areas. 
 
Specialized classrooms shall be designed to reflect the function planned for that portion of the educational program. If 
any of the following classrooms are needed, these standards apply: 
 
(1) Small-Group Areas. 
 
 
(A) Small-group instruction areas are not included in the computation of classroom size unless the area is an integral 
part of the classroom and can be visibly supervised by a teacher from the classroom. 
 
 
(B) Small-group instruction areas are designed to allow for collaborative learning opportunities where appropriate to 
support the regular education program and are located in the vicinity of classrooms. 
 
 
(2) Kindergarten Classrooms. 
 
 
(A) Kindergarten classroom size for permanent structures is not less than 1350 square feet, including restrooms, 
storage, teacher preparation, wet and dry areas. 
 
 
(B) Kindergarten classrooms are designed to allow supervision of play yards (unless prevented by site shape or size) 
and all areas of the classroom. 



 
 
(C) Play yard design provides a variety of activities for development of large motor skills. 
 
 
(D) Classrooms are located close to parent drop-off and bus loading areas. 
 
 
(E) Storage, casework, and learning stations are functionally designed for use in free play and structured activities; 
e.g., shelves are deep and open for frequent use of manipulative materials. 
 
 
(F) Windows, marking boards, sinks, drinking fountains, and furniture are appropriate heights for kindergarten-age 
students. 
 
 
(G) Restrooms are self-contained within the classroom or within the kindergarten complex. 
 
 
(3) Special Education Classrooms and Areas. 
 
 
(A) A new school designates at least 240 square feet for the resource specialist program and provides additional space 
in accordance with the allocations in Education Code Section 17747(a)as larger enrollments are being planned. 
 
 
(B) A new school designates at least 200 square feet for the speech and language program which is close to classrooms 
when an individualized instruction program is necessary. 
 
 
(C) A new school designates office area for the psychologist/counseling program which provides for confidentiality and 
may be shared with other support service programs. 
 
 
(D) Special day classrooms are at least the same size as regular education classrooms at that site and are properly 
equipped for the students who will occupy the space, for their age and type of disabling condition. 
 
 
(E) The square footage allowance in Education Code Section 17747(a) for special day class programs is used for the 
design of classroom space and other space on the campus to support the special education program. The support space 
includes but is not limited to speech specialist area, psychologist, counseling offices and conference area. 
 
 
(F) Special day classrooms are distributed throughout the campus with age appropriate regular education classrooms. 
 
 
(G) A cluster of two special day classrooms may be considered if support or auxiliary services (e.g., bathrooming, 
feeding, physical or occupational therapy) are needed to serve the students throughout the school day. 
 
 
(H) A conference area is available to conduct annual individualized education program meetings for each special 
education student. 
 
 
(I) Medical therapy units, if planned for the site, are close to visitor parking areas and accessible after school hours. 
 
 
(i) Laboratories shall be designed in accordance with the planned curriculum. 
 
 
(1) Science laboratory: 
 
 
(A) Size is at least 1300 square feet including storage and teacher preparation area. 
 
 



(B) Science laboratory design is consistent with the requirements for proper hazardous materials management specified 
in both the “Science Facilities Design for California Public Schools,” published by the California Department of Education, 
1993, and the “Science Safety Handbook for California Public Schools,” published by the California State Department of 
Education, 1999. 
 
 
(C) Accommodations are made for necessary safety equipment and storage of supplies; e.g., fire extinguisher, first aid 
kit, master disconnect valve for gas. 
 
 
(D) Secured storage areas are provided for volatile, flammable, and corrosive chemicals and cleaning agents. 
 
 
(E) Properly designated areas are provided with appropriate ventilation for hazardous materials that emit noxious 
fumes, including a high volume purge system in the event of accidental release of toxic substances which may become 
airborne. 
 
 
(F) Exhaust fume hoods, eye washes, deluge showers are provided. 
 
 
(G) Floor and ceiling ventilation is provided in areas where chemicals are stored. 
 
 
(H) Room is provided for movement of students around fixed-learning stations. 
 
 
(I) There is the capability for technology which complements the curriculum. 
 
 
(J) Classrooms are flexibly designed to insure full student access to laboratory stations and lecture areas. 
 
 
(2) Consumer Home Economics laboratory: 
 
 
(A) There is room for movement of students around fixed learning stations. 
 
 
(B) Cooking equipment reflects current home food preparation practices and/or commercial food preparation 
simulation. 
 
 
(C) There is the capability for technology which complements portions of the curriculum, such as fashion design, 
consumer economics, and nutritional analysis of foods. 
 
 
(D) There is space for industrial or home sewing equipment consistent with the planned curriculum. 
 
 
(E) There is storage for student projects and supplies. 
 
 
(F) Space for work tables is provided for such activities as cutting fabric or completing interior design projects. 
 
 
(G) Lecture area is provided. 
 
 
(H) At least 1300 square feet is allocated for each laboratory. 
 
 
(I) If part of the planned program, space for a child care area or for a laboratory to teach child growth and development 
is provided. 
 
 



(3) Industrial and Technology/Education Laboratory: 
 
 
(A) Room is provided for movement of students around fixed learning stations. 
 
 
(B) Flexible stations with sufficient outlets and power source for industrial type equipment is provided. 
 
 
(C) Space is provided for various simulations of job-related experiences and laboratory work stations. 
 
 
(D) There is capability to utilize technology which complements the curriculum, such as computer-aided graphics, 
electronics and specialized tools. 
 
 
(E) There is lecture area within each laboratory or near the laboratory area where appropriate. 
 
 
(F) There are accommodations for necessary health and safety equipment, such as fire extinguisher and first aid kit. 
 
 
(G) Secured storage areas for volatile, flammable and corrosive chemicals and cleaning agents are provided where 
appropriate. 
 
 
(H) There are properly designated areas with appropriate ventilation for the use of hazardous material that emit 
noxious fumes or excessive dust particles. 
 
 
(I) Proper storage and removal access for hazardous waste materials is provided in each laboratory using such 
materials. 
 
 
(4) Computer Instructional Support Area: 
 
 
(A) If a standard classroom is being designated as a computer laboratory, size is at least 960 square feet. 
 
 
(B) Room is provided for movement of students around learning stations. 
 
 
(C) Sufficient outlets, power sources, and network links for the amount of equipment are provided. 
 
 
(D) Proper ventilation is provided. 
 
 
(E) Room provides for security of equipment. 
 
 
(F) Lighting minimizes screen glare and eye strain. 
 
 
(j) Gymnasium, Shower/Locker shall be designed to accommodate multiple use activities in accordance with the 
planned enrollment: 
 
 
(1) The gymnasium is secured from other parts of the campus for evening and weekend events or for public use 
purposes. 
 
 
(2) The shower/locker area is of sufficient size to allow students enrolled in the physical education program to shower 
and dress each period. 



 
 
(3) Toilets are available for the public in facilities intended for shared community use other than in shower/locker areas. 
 
 
(4) Office space is provided for physical education teachers. 
 
 
(5) Space is available for specialized age-appropriate physical education activities such as weight lifting, exercise 
equipment usage, aerobics. 
 
 
(k) Auxiliary Areas. 
 
 
(1) Multipurpose/cafeteria area (indoor or outdoor) shall be adequately sized and flexibly designed to protect students 
from the elements and to allow all students adequate eating time during each lunch period and to accommodate such 
uses as physical education activities, assemblies, and extracurricular activities: 
 
 
(A) Tables and benches or seats are designed to maximize space and allow flexibility in the use of the space. 
 
 
(B) The location is easily accessible for student and community use, but is close to street for delivery truck access. 
 
 
(C) Stage/platform may have a dividing wall to be used for instructional purposes but is not intended as a classroom. 
 
 
(D) Area for the cafeteria line is designed for the flow of traffic for each lunch period. 
 
 
(E) Design of kitchen reflects its planned function; e.g., whether for food preparation or warming only. 
 
 
(F) Space is available for refrigeration and preparation of foods to accommodate maximum number of students planned 
for the school. 
 
 
(G) Office, changing, and restroom area for food preparation staff is available and shall comply with local department of 
health requirements. 
 
 
(H) Ceiling height allows for clearance of light fixtures for physical education activities. 
 
 
(2) Administrative Office. 
 
The administrative office shall have sufficient square footage to accommodate the number of staff for the maximum 
enrollment planned for the school consistent with the master plan for the school district and shall be designed to 
efficiently conduct the administrative functions, specifically: 
 
(A) Students have direct confidential access to pupil personnel area. 
 
 
(B) Counter tops are accessible for an age-appropriate population both at a standing and wheelchair level. 
 
 
(C) Clerical staff have a clear view of nurse's office. 
 
 
(D) The nurse's office has a bathroom separate from staff bathroom(s) in administration area. 
 
 
(E) Space for private conference and waiting area is available. 



 
 
(F) Capability for such computer networking functions as attendance accounting and communicating to each classroom 
is considered. 
 
 
(G) A faculty workroom is available for a staff size proportionate to the student population. 
 
 
(3) Library/Media Center and Technology. 
 
Library space shall be proportional to the maximum planned school enrollment. The size shall be no less than 960 
square feet. However, to allow adaptation for changing technology and communication systems, the following is 
recommended: 
 
-two square feet per unit of a.d.a. (average daily attendance) for elementary; 
 
-three square feet per unit of a.d.a. for middle or junior high (grades 6-8); 
 
-four square feet per unit of a.d.a. for high school. In addition: 
 
(A) Provide security for technology and media equipment. 
 
 
(B) Space and capability for computer terminals is considered for student use, research and report writing. 
 
 
(C) Visual supervision from circulation desk is available to study areas, stack space, and student work centers. 
 
 
(D) Design for open and closed-circuit television, dedicated phone line, electrical outlets for stand-alone computers, and 
conduit connecting all instructional areas is considered. 
 
 
(l ) Lighting. 
 
Light design shall generate an illumination level that provides comfortable and adequate visual conditions in each 
educational space, specifically: 
 
(1) Ceilings and walls are white or light colored for high reflectance unless function of space dictates otherwise. 
 
 
(2) Lights do not produce glare or block the line of sight. 
 
 
(3) Window treatment allows entrance of daylight but does not cause excessive glare or heat gain. 
 
 
(4) Fixtures provide an even light distribution throughout the learning area. 
 
 
(5) Light design follows the California Electrical Code found in Part 3 of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations. 
 
 
(m) Acoustical. 
 
Hearing conditions shall complement the educational function by good sound control in school buildings, specifically: 
 
(1) The sound-conditioning in a given space is acoustically comfortable to permit instructional activities to take place in 
this classroom. 
 
 
(2) Sound is transmitted without interfering with adjoining instructional spaces; e.g., room partitions are acoustically 
designed to minimize noise. 
 
 



(3) The ventilation system does not transmit an inordinate sound level to the instructional program. 
 
 
(n) Plumbing. 
 
Restroom stalls shall be sufficient to accommodate the maximum planned enrollment and shall be located on campus to 
allow for supervision. 
 
(1) Refer to Part 5, Title 24, of the California Code of Regulations. 
 
 
(2) Outdoor restrooms having direct outside access are located in areas that are visible from playground and are easily 
supervised. 
 
 
(o) Year-Round Education. 
 
 
If a school is being planned for multitrack year-round operation, additional space shall be provided for associated 
needs: 
 
 
(1) Additional space is available for storage of records for staff for all tracks. Additional storage space for the supplies 
and projects of off-track students is considered. 
 
 
(2) Storage and planning space is available for off-track teachers or teachers not assigned to a classroom. 
 
 
(p) American Disabilities Act. 
 
Schools shall comply with standards established by the American Disabilities Act (Public Law 101-336, Title II). 
 
(q) Child Care Programs. 
 
Schools shall comply with the requirements set forth in Education Code Section 39113.5 regarding plans and 
specifications for new schools being designed to provide appropriate space to accommodate before-school and after-
school child care programs. 
 
(r) Exemptions. 
 
 
At the request of the governing board of a school district, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction may grant 
exemptions to any of the standards in this section if the district can demonstrate that the educational appropriateness 
and safety of a school design would not be compromised by an alternative to that standard. 
 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(c) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 
17047(a), 17251(c), 17310, 51210(g), 51220(d) and 51225.3, Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. Amendment of section and NOTE filed 9-23-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 39). 
 
 
2. Amendment of article heading, repealer and adoption of section heading and text, and amendment of Note filed 11-
12-93; operative 12-13-93 (Register 93, No. 46). 
 
 
3. Amendment of subsections (a), (b)-(b)(1), (g)(1)(A), (i)(1)(B), (n)-(n)(1) and (p)-(r), new subsection (i)(4)-
(i)(4)(F), and amendment of Note filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant toGovernment Code section 
11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
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Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 4. Standards, Planning and Approval of School Facilities 
§ 14031. Plan Approval Procedures for State-Funded School Districts. 

 
 
(a) Each state-funded school district shall submit preliminary plans following the standards in Section 14030 including 
site utilization, elevations and floor plan drawings that describe the spaces and give the square footage and educational 
specifications to the California Department of Education for approval. Prior to preparation of final plans, the school 
district shall obtain approval of the preliminary plans from the California Department of Education. 
 
 
(b) Each state-funded school district shall submit final plans including grading, site utilization, elevation, floor, lighting, 
and mechanical working drawings and any alterations to the educational specifications to the California Department of 
Education for approval. 
 
 
(c) Each state-funded school district shall submit the request for exemption from a standard in Section 14030 of this 
article, with a description of how the educational appropriateness and safety of a school design would not be 
compromised by deviation from the standard, to the California Department of Education. 
 
(e) Each state-funded school district shall submit a multi-modal circulation and safety plan spanning the entire 
attendance boundary approved by a traffic engineer representing the Department of Transportation. 
 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(c) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 17017.5(c) and 17251(c), 
Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. Amendment filed 9-23-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 39). 
 
 
2. Repealer and adoption of section heading and text, and adoption of Note filed 11-2-93; operative 12-13-93 (Register 
93, No. 46). 
 
 
3. Amendment of section heading, section and Note filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant to Government 
Code section 11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
 
5 CCR § 14031, 5 CA ADC § 14031 

  



Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 4. Standards, Planning and Approval of School Facilities 
§ 14032. Plan Approval for State-Funded School Districts. 

 
 
The California Department of Education shall notify the district, the district's architect and the Department of General 
Services that the preliminary and final plans comply with the standards set forth in Section 14030. Approvals for either 
preliminary or final plans are in effect for a maximum of two years from the date of signed approval. School districts 
may request an extension of preliminary or final plan approvals if the time line exceeds one year. 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(c) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 
17024, 17070.50 and 17251(c), Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. Amendment filed 9-23-77; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 77, No. 39). 
 
 
2. Amendment of section heading and text, and adoption of Note filed 11-12-93; operative 12-13-93 (Register 93, No. 
46). 
 
 
3. Amendment of section heading, section and Note filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant to Government 
Code section 11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
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Title 5. Education 
Division 1. California Department of Education 
Chapter 13. School Facilities and Equipment 
Subchapter 1. School Housing 

 Article 4. Standards, Planning and Approval of School Facilities 
§ 14033. Applicability of Plan Standards to Locally-Funded School Districts. 

 
 
(a) Locally-funded districts shall use the plan standards set forth in Section 14030. 
 
 
(b) Locally-funded districts may request assistance from the California Department of Education to review plans and 
specifications for any new school construction or rehabilitation project. 
 
 
(c) Locally-funded districts need not submit preliminary and final plans to the California Department of Education. 
 
 
(d) Locally-funded districts shall prepare documentation of and retain for purposes of a complaint investigation the 
exemption from the standard in Section 14030 of this article, with a description of how the educational appropriateness 
and safety of a school design would not be compromised by deviation from the standard. Locally-funded districts may 
request from the California Department of Education a review of the adequacy of the mitigation measure. 
 
 
(e) Locally-funded districts shall continue to comply fully with the requirements of Article 3 (commencing with Section 
17280) and Article 6 (commencing with Section 17365) of Chapter 2, Part 23 of the Education Code (The Field Act) and 
submit all plans and specifications to the Department of General Services, Office of the State Architect for review and 
approval prior to executing a contract for the construction or alteration of a public school building or expending any 
public funds for such a project. 
 
 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 17251(c) and (d) and 33031, Education Code. Reference: Sections 
17251(d), 17280 and 17365, Education Code. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 
1. Renumbering of former section 10433 to section 14035 and new section filed 11-12-93; operative 12-13-93 
(Register 93, No. 46). 
 
 
2. Repealer of former section 14033 and renumbering of former section 14034 to new section 14033, including 
amendment of section heading, section and Note, filed 10-30-2000; operative 10-30-2000 pursuant to Government 
Code section 11343.4(d) (Register 2000, No. 44). 
 
5 CCR § 14033, 5 CA ADC § 14033 

  



Appendix A 
Site Selection Process 

When a school district is planning to acquire a site for a school, it must take various factors into 
consideration. The School Facilities Planning Division has developed three work sheets to assist the 
district in assessing potential sites and making preliminary selections. The work sheets, which are 
included in this appendix, outline a set of 12 primary criteria governing school site selection and 
consists of three components: Site Selection Criteria, Site Selection Evaluation, and a Comparative 
Evaluation of Candidate Sites. These components allow for a comprehensive examination of sites to 
determine strengths and weaknesses (Site Selection Criteria); a ranking of each site (Site Selection 
Evaluation); and finally, a comparison of sites by the rating factors and total scoring (Comparative 
Evaluation of Candidate Sites). The criteria are consistent with the California Education 
Code, California Code of Regulations, Title 5, California Public Resources Code, and the California 
Department of Education policies and guidelines. 

Although these standards are not the sole criteria to be considered by a school district's site selection 
committee, the committee may find them useful in evaluating various sites, identifying at least three 
acceptable sites from which a final choice can be made, and, eventually, explaining the site selection 
process to interested entities. 

Each primary element listed on the Site Selection Criteria work sheet contains secondary measures 
that provide the committee the opportunity to apply a specific set of guidelines to each potential site 
and aid in the analysis of a site. The secondary criteria may also be used by the committee to 
understand better the types of data needed in identifications, selection, and final acquisition of a school 
site. After considering both primary and secondary standards on the work sheet, the committee should 
rank the sites in order of acceptability by completing the second and third work sheets. 
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California Department of Education   
Site Selection Criteria   

Part 1 
 

 
Site Identification Grade Level 
 
Location Gross Acres Estimated Value 

 
 

 

Safety (These factors must be avoided.) 
 

Adjacent to or near roadways with a high speed or volume [Speed is a greater threat
to student safety than volume. School sites are inherently 
subject to substantial volumes of traffic. It is the speed of 
that traffic that must be addressed. (as reflected in the 
establishment of school zones in the statutes)  of traffic with no 
separated, non-motorized facilities. 
Within 1,500 feet of railroad tracks 
Within two miles of an airport runway 
Close to high-voltage power lines 
Close to high-pressure lines, for example natural gas, gasoline sewer or water lines 
Contaminants/toxics in the soil or groundwater, such as from landfills, dumps, chemical plants, 

refineries, fuel tanks, nuclear plants, or agricultural use of pesticides or fertilizer, etc.* 
Close to high decibel noise sources 
Close to open-pit mining 
On or near a fault zone or active fault 

 

OK Potential 
Problem 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
   



 

Location 
 

Safe walking areas Adequate infrastructure, consistent with state and local complete streets 
policies, ensuring non-motorized access throughout the school attendance boundary.  
Centrally located to avoid extensive transporting and Closely integrated with the transportation 
network of the attendance boundary of the school to minimize and increase the safety of student 
travel distance 
Compatible with current and probable future zoning regulations 
including Urban Limit Lines/Urban Growth Boundaries.   
Close to, and integrated with libraries, parks, museums, and other 
community services 
 Favorable orientation to wind and natural light 

   

 
 
 
   

 

Environment 
Located so as to make active transportation/school access attractive and possible.  
Free from sources of noise that may impede the instructional process 
Free from air, water and soil pollution 
Free from smoke, dust, odors, and pesticide spray 
Provides aesthetic view from and of the site 
Compatible with the educational program 

   

   

 
 
 

 

Soils 
 

Proximity to faults or fault traces Stable 
subsurface and bearing capacity Danger of 
slides or liquefaction Percolation for septic 
system and drainage Adequate water table 
level 
Existing land fill is reasonably well compacted 

 

Note: A geological hazard report must be conducted to determine soil and seismic conditions. 
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Topography 
 

Feasibility of mitigating steep grades 
Rock ledges or outcroppings 
Surface and subsurface drainage 
Level area for playfields 

OK Potential 
Problem 

   

 

Size and Shape 
 

Net acreage consistent with standards of California Department of Education as noted in 
“School Site Analysis and Development” 

Length-to-width ratio does not exceed 2:1 
Sufficient open play area and open space 
Potential for expansion for future needs 
Area for adequate and separate bus loading and parking 
Safe, adequate, bicycle parking proximate/convenient to classrooms.  

   

   

   

 

Accessibility 
 

Obstacles such as crossings on major streets and intersections, narrow or winding streets, heavy 
traffic patterns 

Access and dispersal roads 
Natural obstacles such as grades or gullies 
Freeway access for bus transportation 
Routing patterns for foot non-motorized 
traffic 
Remote areas (with no sidewalks) where students walk to and from school 
Easily reachable by emergency response vehicles 
Non-motorized infrastructure throughout the attendance boundary consistent with state and local 
Complete Streets policies.  

   

   

 

Public Services 
 

Fire and police protection, including firelines 
Available public transportation 
Trash and garbage disposal 

   

   

 

Utilities 
 

Availability of water, electricity, gas, sewer 
Feasibility of bringing utilities to site at reasonable cost 
Restrictions on right of way 

   

   

 

Cost 
 

Full-cost accounting identifies capital, operating/maintenance costs for outside agencies.  
Reasonable costs for purchase of property, severance damages, relocation of residents and 

businesses, and legal fees 
Reasonable costs for site preparation including, but not limited to, drainage, parking, 

driveways, removal of existing buildings, and grading 
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Availability 
 

On the market for sale 
Title clearance 
Condemnation of buildings and relocation of residents 

 

OK Potentia
l 

 
 
   

 

Public Acceptance 
 

Public acceptance of the proposed site 
Receptivity of city or county planning 
commission Zoned for prime 
agriculture or industrial use Negative 
environmental impact report 
Coordination and consistency of proposed school with future community plans 

   

   

 
 
   

 

Comments:    
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