
           

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON
SUSTAINABILITY 

February 21, 2017
9:00 A.M.

651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez

Supervisor John Gioia, Chair

Supervisor Federal D. Glover, Vice Chair

Agenda

Items:

Items may be taken out of order based on the business of the day and preference

of the Committee

             

1. Introductions
 

2. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not on this

agenda (speakers may be limited to three minutes).
 

3.
 

APPROVE Record of Action for October 24, 2016, Ad Hoc Committee on

Sustainability Meeting. This record was prepared pursuant to the Better Government

Ordinance 95-6, Article 25-205 (d) of the Contra Costa County Ordinance Code. Any

handouts or printed copies of testimony distributed at the meeting will be attached to

this meeting record. (Jody London, Department of Conservation and Development)
 

4.
 

REVIEW, REVISE as appropriate, and ADOPT the 2017 Calendar. (Jody London,

Department of Conservation and Development)
 

5.
 

CONSIDER creation of an additional at-large category on the Contra Costa

County Sustainability Commission for Education/Research Institution. (Jody

London, Department of Conservation and Development)
 

6.
 

INTERVIEW applicants for at-large appointments to the Contra Costa County

Sustainability Commission. (Jody London, Department of Conservation and

Development)
 

7.
 

PRESENTATION on County Sustainability Initiatives: County Fleet. (Carlos

Velasquez, Department of Public Works)
 

8.
 

DISCUSS and RECOMMEND to the Board of Supervisors candidates for at-large

seats on the Contra Costa County Sustainability Commission. (Jody London,

Department of Conservation and Development)
 

9.
 

RECEIVE update from Sustainability Coordinator on Climate Action Plan

Implementation. (Jody London, Department of Conservation and Development)
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10. The next meeting is currently scheduled for March 27, 2017, 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm
 

11. Adjourn
 

The Ad Hoc Committee on Sustainability will provide reasonable accommodations for persons

with disabilities planning to attend Ad Hoc Committee on Sustainability meetings. Contact the staff

person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. 

Any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and

distributed by the County to a majority of members of the Ad Hoc Committee on Sustainability less

than 96 hours prior to that meeting are available for public inspection at 651 Pine Street, 1st floor,

during normal business hours. 

Public comment may be submitted via electronic mail on agenda items at least one full work day

prior to the published meeting time. 

For Additional Information Contact:

Jody London, Sustainability Coordinator

Phone: (925) 674-7871

Jody.London@dcd.cccounty.us
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON

SUSTAINABILITY
  3.           

Meeting Date: 02/21/2017  

Subject: APPROVE Record of Action for October 24, 2016, Ad Hoc Committee on

Sustainability Meeting.

Submitted For: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department 

Department: Conservation & Development

Referral No.: N/A  

Referral Name: N/A 

Presenter: Jody London, DCD Contact: Jody London (925)674-7871

Referral History:

County Ordinance (Better Government Ordinance 95-6, Article 25-205, [d]) requires that each

County Body keep a record of its meetings. Though the record need not be verbatim, it must

accurately reflect the agenda and the decisions made in the meeting.

Referral Update:

Any handouts or printed copies of testimony distributed at the meeting will be attached to this

meeting record. Links to the agenda and minutes will be available at the Committee web page, to

be announced. 

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):

Staff recommends approval of the attached Record of Action for the October 24, 2016, Ad Hoc

Committee on Sustainability Meeting with any necessary corrections.

Fiscal Impact (if any):

N/A

Attachments

10-24-16 Ad Hoc Mtg Minutes

10-24-16 Ad Hoc Sign-In Sheet

Request from Community Member for Contra Costa County Resolution for BAAQMD

Energy Efficiency Programs Presentation
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON
SUSTAINABILITY

  RECORD OF ACTION
October 24, 2016

4:00 P.M.
651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez

 

Supervisor John Gioia, Chair

Supervisor Federal D. Glover, Vice Chair
Agenda Items: Items may be taken out of order based on the business of the day and preference of the Committee

 

Present:  John Gioia, Supervisor, District I   

Absent:  Federal D. Glover, Supervisor, District V 

Staff Present: Jason Crapo, Deputry Director, Department of Conservation and Development 

John Kopchik, Director, Department of Conservation and Development 

Michael Kent, Ombudsman, CCC Health Services 

Jody London, Sustainability Coordinator, Department of Conservation and

Development 

Justin Sullivan, Planner, Department of Conservation and Development 

Phillip Tran, Civic Spark Intern, Department of Conservation and Development 

Demain Hardman, Planner, Department of Conservation and Development 

Will Nelson, Advance Planner, Department of Conservation and Development 

Attendees:  Charles Davidson 

Audrey Albrecht 

Elizibeth Lobos, Citizens Climate Lobby 

Oriana Yanes, PACE - HERO Program 

Jency James, CC County Climate Leaders 

Marti Rome, Climate Advocate 

Will McGaney, ICCC Interfaith Climate Actn Network 

Emily Hopkins, Citizens Climate Lobby 

Meredith Hendricks, Save Mt. Diablo 

Jason Moeller, City of Antioch/Pittsburg 

Susan Psara, CC County Health Services 

Nick Snyder 

 

               

1. Introductions
 

2. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not n

this agenda (speakers may be limited to three minutes).
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The Committee received the following public comments: 

Emily Hopkins stated support for making this a standing committee of the

Board and establishing a Sustainability Commission. She also reiterated the

request from August 22, 2016, for the Board of Supervisors to formally support

the establishment of a national carbon fee and dividend. 

Lynda Deschambault on behalf of Contra Costa County Climate Leaders

submitted written comments which were summarized verbally by staff and are

attached.
 

3. APPROVE Record of Action for August 22, 2016 Ad Hoc Committee on

Sustainability Meeting.

  

 

 
The Record of Action was approved.

 

4. RECEIVE report from staff highlighting specific aspects of the County's ongoing

work on sustainability issues. (Jody London, Department of Conservation and

Development)

 

 
Demian Hardman provided an update on the County's work toward Climate Action

Plan goals for energy efficiency in residential and commercial businesses.
 

5. RECEIVE update on Climate Action Plan implementation. (Jody London,

Department of Conservation and Development)

 

 
Jody London provided a report on progress by County staff on Climate Action Plan

goals.
 

6. RECEIVE update on funding to support Climate Action Plan implementation.

(Jody London, Department of Conservation and Development)

 

 
Jody London provided an update on activities by staff to draw more Greenhouse Gas

Reduction Funds to projects and programs in Contra Costa County. 
 

7. ACCEPT recommendation for the Board of Supervisors to establish a

Sustainability Advisory Committee, and RECOMMEND to the Board of

Supervisors the creation of a Sustainability Advisory Committee that would

advise the Board on issues related to the County’s Climate Action Plan.

  

 

 
The Committee discussed the formation of a Sustainability Commission. The

Committee directed staff to prepare an Order for consideration by the Board of

Supervisors to establish a Sustainability Commission.
 

8. AUTHORIZE County memberships in the local Government Sustainable Energy
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8. AUTHORIZE County memberships in the local Government Sustainable Energy

Coalition and the Urban Sustainability Directors Network.

  

 

 
The Committee concurs with the staff recommendation and directed staff to bring this

matter to the Board of Supervisors for authorization.
 

9. DETERMINE date of next meeting.

 

10. ADJOURN to meeting at date to be determined.
 

The Ad Hoc Committee on Sustainability will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend Ad Hoc
Committee on Sustainability meetings. Contact the staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. 

Any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed by the County to a majority of
members of the Ad Hoc Committee on Sustainability less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are available for public inspection at 651 Pine
Street, 1st floor, during normal business hours. 

Public comment may be submitted via electronic mail on agenda items at least one full work day prior to the published meeting time. 

For Additional Information Contact:

Jody London, Sustainability Coordinator

Phone: (925) 674-7871

Jody.London@dcd.cccounty.us
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABILITY   4.           

Meeting Date: 02/21/2017  

Subject: REVIEW, REVISE as appropriate, and ADOPT the 2017 Calendar. 

Submitted For: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department 

Department: Conservation & Development

Referral No.: N/A  

Referral Name: N/A 

Presenter: Jody London, DCD Contact: Jody London (925)674-7871

Referral History:

REVIEW, REVISE as appropriate, and ADOPT the 2017 Calendar. (Jody London,

Department of Conservation and Development)

Referral Update:

The Committee should review and adopt the 2017 Draft Calendar.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):

REVIEW, REVISE as appropriate, and ADOPT the 2017 Calendar.

Fiscal Impact (if any):

N/A

Attachments

DRAFT - Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee 2017 Schedule
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AD HOC  
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 

 

Supervisor John Gioia, District I, Chair  
Supervisor Federal Glover, District V, Vice Chair 

 
 

2017 Meeting Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Notes:   

• Agenda Packets will be mailed out prior to the meeting dates. 
• The July 24 meeting will be rescheduled due to the annual meeting of the National 

Association of Counties. 
• The November 27 meeting will be rescheduled due to the annual meeting of the California  

Association of Counties. 
 

                                                   

For Additional Information Contact: Jody London, Committee Staff 
Direct Line: 925-674-7871 

Jody.London@dcd.cccounty.us 

DATE ROOM TIME 

February 21 651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

March 27 651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

May 22 651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. 

July 24 651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. 

September 25 651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. 

November 27 651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. 
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON

SUSTAINABILITY
  5.           

Meeting Date: 02/21/2017  

Subject: CONSIDER creation of an additional at-large category on the Contra Costa

County Sustainability Commission for Education/Research Institution.

Submitted For: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department 

Department: Conservation & Development

Referral No.: N/A  

Referral Name: N/A 

Presenter: Jody London, DCD Contact: Jody London (925)674-7871

Referral History:

On November 15, 2016, the Board of Supervisors approved the creation of a Contra Costa

County Sustainability Commission. The function of the Sustainability Commission will be to:

Provide advice to staff and the Board on successful implementation of the Climate Action

Plan, including suggestions on how that work can be performed more efficiently and

effectively. 

Advise the Board on opportunities to realize equity and fairness across the diverse

communities of Contra Costa County in sustainability programs that support the Climate

Action Plan. 

Provide suggestions to staff and the Board on how to better engage Contra Costa County

residents and businesses on sustainability issues and implementation of the Climate Action

Plan.

The Sustainability Commission was approved to have ten members, selected as follows: 

Five District representatives nominated by individual members of the Board of Supervisors

(representatives must be a resident of that district);

Two members representing community groups whose mission includes sustainability and/or

environmental issues;

Two members representing commercial groups or organizations whose business focuses on

sustainability and/or environmental issues; and

One member representing environmental justice issues and who lives in a disadvantaged

community.

The Board directed the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee to review and interview applicants to

the At-Large seats and recommend candidates for those five seats. 

Referral Update:
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The Department of Conservation and Development advertised the opportunity to serve on the

Sustainability Commission from November 28, 2016 through December 23, 2016. Applicants

applied through the Clerk of the Board.

35 people applied to serve on the Sustainability Commission. 11 are eligible for seats representing

community groups. 8 are eligible for seats representing business. One is eligible for the seat

representing environmental justice. Other applicants are eligible for appointment by the

Supervisor in whose district they reside.

In reviewing the applications, five applicants work for educational or research institutions. The Ad

Hoc Sustainability Committee should consider a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to

create an additional seat for one member who is a resident of Contra Costa County and represents

an education institution in Contra Costa County or a research institution in Contra Costa or a

neighboring County. This will allow more County residents to participate in the Sustainability

Commission. It also creates 11 seats, which is desirable for establishing quorum at meetings and

in the event of a tie vote.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):

RECOMMEND that the Board of Supervisors create an additional At-Large seat on the

Sustainability Commission for one member who is a resident of Contra Costa County and

represents an educational institution in Contra Costa County or research institution located in

Contra Costa County or a neighboring County. 

Fiscal Impact (if any):

There is no fiscal impact.

Attachments

Attachment B - Sustainability Commission Applicants - Summary
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1

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISISION APPLICANTS - Applications received as of December 23, 2016

NAME DISTRICT CITY EDUCATION
CURRENT

EMPLOYER POSITION
VOLUNTEER

ACTIVITY/AFFILIATIONS
MEMBER SEAT
REQUESTING

EXPERIENCE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
AREA(S) OF EXPERTISE*

POSSIBLE
MEMBERSHIP

DESIGNATION**

Despota, Nick 1 Richmond
Master of

Fine Arts (MFA) Retired
Owner

Media company

Citizens Climate Lobby- 
Alameda Chapter, Sunflower 

Alliance, Early Childhood 
Mental Health Program, 
Richmond Public Library 

Foundation, Richmond Public 
Library Commissioner, Blue 

Ribbon Committee on 
Community-Involved Policing Not Specified None listed Energy

At-Large, 
Community or 
Supervisor, D1

Goudey, Howdy 1 El Cerrito
B.S.

Engineering Physics
Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory

Scientific
Engineering

Associate

Environmental Quality 
Committee

El Cerrito Community Garden 
Network

Earthcare Now
At-Large,

 Community Group 

Professional work in energy 
efficiency (residential and 

commercial buildings), renewable 
energy (solar and electric vehicles 

and charging infrastructure). 
Community volunteer - participated 
in development and implementation 

of city Climate Action Plan on city 
level; Volunteered hundreds of hours 

planning, leading. and working on 
efforts to grow local organic food, 

remove invasive plants, and restrore 
native plants and habitats.

Energy Efficiency, Land 
Use

At-Large, 
Community; At-

Large, 
Education/Rsch; or 

Supervisor, D1
At-Large, 

Community

Hazard, Kimberly 1 Richmond

B.S
Society and 

Environment

Alameda County Early 
Care and Education 

Program
Special Projects 

Coordinator
Citizens for a Greener El 

Sobrante Not Specified

Board member for Citizens for a 
Greener El Sobrante-work with 
partners to develop an urban 
greening plan for El Sobrante. 

Improves environmental health and 
sustainability of Alameda County 
child care programs by providing 

training and technical assistance to 
providers Land Use, Solid Waste

At-Large, 
Community or 
Supervisor, D1

Malcolm-Brandt, Erin 1 El Cerrito

M.A
Urban & 

Environmental 
Policy & Planning

Center for Sustainable 
Energy Project Manager

AICP
LEED Green Associate District I Rep

Energy planner, managed renewable 
energy projects for a state regional 

planning agency, provided consulting 
services for community based energy 

efficiency, renewable and clean 
energy programs for local 
governments and utilities

Energy Efficiency, 
Renewable Energy Supervisor, D1

Mania, Christine 1 Richmond

B.A.
Journalism/Minor 

Business/Mktg Seacology
Development 

Associate

Avon 39 (Walk to End Breast 
Cancer), Off the Mat, Into the 

World's 2013 Global Seva 
Amazon Challenge, HEART 

(Humane Education Advocates 
Readhing Teachers), Humane 
Society of the United States, 

PAWS (Pets Are Worth Saving), 
Corporate Food Drive District I Rep

Project management, development 
and fundraising, outreach and 

education. Land Use Supervisor, D1
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2

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISISION APPLICANTS - Applications received as of December 23, 2016

NAME DISTRICT CITY EDUCATION
CURRENT

EMPLOYER POSITION
VOLUNTEER

ACTIVITY/AFFILIATIONS
MEMBER SEAT
REQUESTING

EXPERIENCE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
AREA(S) OF EXPERTISE*

POSSIBLE
MEMBERSHIP

DESIGNATION**

Moskowitz, Allan 1 El Cerrito

B.S
 Chiropractic and 

Human Biology and 
Certified Financial 

Planner
Transformative Wealth 

Management, LLC CFP Professional

Peace and Justice Center, 
Guitars Not Guns, Sierra Club 
donor and member, Donor to 

Public Citizen
At-Large,

Commercial Group

Investment advisor specializing in 
Sustainable, Responsible, Impact  

(SRI). First financial business in Bay 
Area to become Green Certified. 
Received Small Business Climate 
Leadership Award in 2015 from 

California Clean Air Board. 
Remodeled office to reduce carbon 

footprint by about 90%

Energy Efficiency, 
Transportation, Green 

Business
At-Large, Business, 
or Supervisor, D1

Robinson, Doria 1 Richmond

B.A
Liberal 

Studies/Environmen
tal Studies Urban Tilth Exec. Director

Urban Tilth, Rich City Rides, 
Cooperation Richmond, 
Unity Park Design and 
Transition Committee,

Friends of the Richmond 
Greenway,  North Richmond 

Shoreline Festival 2009, 2010, 
RichmondSPOKES-Co-founder, 
Richmond Bike and Pedestrian 

Planning Committee, 
Richmond Mayor's Taskforce 

Environmental Health and 
Justice

Environmental 
Justice

Manages 7 organic urban farms, 
school and community gardens, 

nutrition education and watershed 
restoration. Responsible for strategic 

planning, program development, 
crop planning and management and 
partnership development. Former 

employee of The Watershed Project
Land Use, Water, 

Education

At-Large, 
Environmental 

Justice, or 
Supervisor, D1

Serianz, Martha 1 Richmond

MBA
Sustainable 
Enterprise Marin Clean Energy

Legal Operations 
Manager Habitat for Humanity Not Specified

Has worked at various organizations 
that appeal to sustainability issues, 

such as, Marin Clean Energy, 
Earthjustice, California Wilderness 

Coalition and voluntering at 
AmeriCorps. 

Energy Efficiency, 
Renewable Energy

At-Large, Business 
or Supervisor, D1

Tucker, David 1 Richmond
B.A

Political Science
Waste Management of 

Alameda County

Director of 
Community and 
Public Relations

Chamber of Commerce-
Hayward, Oakland, Emeryville, 
Oakland Chinatown, and San 
Leandro-Various functions, 

Planned Parenthood, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Freedom 
Center, Alpha Phi Alpha 

Fraternity Member At-Large

Provides community and public 
relations guidance to elected 

officials, community groups non-
profits, etc. on matters relating to 

environmental sustainability 
programs and projects. Advises on 

climate action best practices related 
to waste reduction and recycling.  

Previously worked at BART.
Solid Waste, 

Transportation Supervisor, D1

Edwards, Reid 2 Lafayette
B.A.

Political Science
Retired public affairs 

professional

Gov't. & Comm. Relations 
Coordinator - White Pony 

Express Not Specified

Currently volunteers as liaison to 
government and chambers of 

commerce for non-profit focused on 
reducing food waste.

Solid Waste/Food, 
Energy

At-Large, 
Community, or 
Supervisor, D2

Joe, Robert 2 Walnut Creek
B.A

World Business Beyond Platinum
Owner and 
Operator

CSBA (Certified Sustainable 
Building Advisor)

Sustainable Walnut Creek
Sustainable Contra Costa 

County

At-Large, Community 
Group

Environmental Issues

Green Building Advisor in CCC and 
City of San Ramon, have USGBA 400 

Mastery Level in Sustainable 
education as a LEED AP and CSBA

Green Buildings, Land 
Use

At-Large, 
Community, or At-
Large, Business or 

Supervisor, D2
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3

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISISION APPLICANTS - Applications received as of December 23, 2016

NAME DISTRICT CITY EDUCATION
CURRENT

EMPLOYER POSITION
VOLUNTEER

ACTIVITY/AFFILIATIONS
MEMBER SEAT
REQUESTING

EXPERIENCE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
AREA(S) OF EXPERTISE*

POSSIBLE
MEMBERSHIP

DESIGNATION**

Phinney, Carrolyn 2 Orinda

PhD
Research 

Psychology
CoCo San Sustainable 

Farm Project & AgLantis President

CoCo San Sustainable Farm 
Project & AgLantis, Democratic 
Party of Contra Costa County, 
Measure X Campaign (CoCoCo 

Sustainable Transportation 
Plan), Miramonte High 

School(Parent Volunteer), 
Acalanes H.S District Strategic 
Planning Task Force-Finance 

Committee Not Specified

Founder of CoCo San Sustainable 
Farm and AgLantis. Develop 

sustainability education programs
Land Use, Agriculture, 
Carbon Sequestration

At-Large, Business 
or Supervisor, D2

Rich, Priscilla 2 Danville Masters Self Exec. Director
Self, City of Piedmont Fire 

Dept. Not Specified
Worked on campaigns of leaders who 

champion climate issues Education Supervisor, D2

Smith, Victoria 2 Orinda

B.A
Political Science
Juris Doctorate

Law Office of Victoria 
Robinson Smith

Real Estate 
Attorney

Orinda City Council Member, 
Mayor of Orinda, 

Central Contra Costa Waste 
Authority Board Member District 2 Rep

Familiar with public agency land use 
decisions and land use policy through 

former affiliations such as Orinda 
Planning Commissioner, 

Councilmember, board member of 
RecyleSmart Land Use, Solid Waste Supervisor, D2

Snyder, Nicholas 2 Lafayette
B.A

Economics
Tierra Resource 

Consultants

Energy 
Management 

Consultant Intern
Shadowed a Sonoma County 

Supervisor for a day Not Specified

Researches various funding options 
to finance building and infrastructure 

projects that concern energy 
efficiency, water conservation, 

transportation and GHG emissions.
Energy Efficiency, 

Transportation, Land Use
At-Large, Business 
or Supervisor, D2

Verity, Rebecca 2 Orinda

M.S
Oceanography/  
Environmental 
Microbiology AECOM

Senior Climate 
Adaptation 

Leader(Family 
Leave)

Friends of Orinda Creeks
National Adaptation Forum

Bay Area Ecosystems Climate 
Change Consortium
American Society of 

Adaptation Professionals
At-Large, Community

District 2 Rep

Has worked on many projects in Bay 
Area related to rising tides, 

adaptation and other aspects of 
climate change. Land Use, Water

At-Large, 
Community or
Supervisor, D2

Warfe, Scott 2 Walnut Creek
M.A

English Los Medanos College Assistant Professor

Sustainability Across the 
Curriculum

Teaching and Learning 
Community

Basic Skills Committee
Strengthening Student Success 

Committee Not Specified None listed listed

Experience is in 
education, working with 
historically underserved 

students.

At-Large, 
Education/Rsch, or 

Supervisor, D4

Weed, Carol 2 Walnut Creek M.D Organizing for Action
Climate Change 

Issue Lead

Sustainable Rossmoor 
Committee  - chair of two 

committees Not Specified
Community organizing and leading 

CCE advancement in the county Energy

At-Large, 
Community, or 
Supervisor, D2
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SUSTAINABILITY COMMISISION APPLICANTS - Applications received as of December 23, 2016

NAME DISTRICT CITY EDUCATION
CURRENT

EMPLOYER POSITION
VOLUNTEER

ACTIVITY/AFFILIATIONS
MEMBER SEAT
REQUESTING

EXPERIENCE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
AREA(S) OF EXPERTISE*

POSSIBLE
MEMBERSHIP

DESIGNATION**

Cutting, Kathy 3 Oakley

B.S.
Geography 

(Environmental 
Studies minor) Cal State Univ. East Bay

Administrative
 Support 

Coordinator None listed Not Specified

Water conservation and landscape 
design, lectures on sustainability 

landscape practices and global water 
resource management Water, Land use

At-Large, 
Education/Rsch, or 

Supervisor, D3

Lidji, Lily 3 Discovery Bay
M.S.

Clinical Nutrition DaVita Dialysis Renal Dietician

Former CRN Officer
Volunteer Coordinator 

Gateway High School Parent 
Association

Usher-SF Opera, Symphony Not Specified Nutritionist Supervisor, D3

Logue, Gretchen 3 Unincorporated

High School/
Some college - 
environmental 

science and urban 
planning None listed 

Stay At Home 
mom, Volunteer

Tassajara Valley Preservations 
Association

Tassajara Hills Foundation
Tassajara Hills Elementary 

School Site Council
Tassajara Hills PTA

At-Large, Community 
Group

District 3 Rep

Urban studies at SFSU and a 3 day 
conference-2016 Cal Nat Conference 
Save the Frogs! 90 Day Challenge-41 

credit hours, Co-founder and 
committee member of Tassajara 
Valley Preservation Association Land Use Supervisor, D3

Sierra, John 3 Brentwood
Masters of Art in 

Education
Liberty Union High 

School District
AP Environmental 
Science Teacher

Friends of Marsh Creek 
Watershed District Rep

Environmental science teacher and 
volunteer. Designed and funded a 

7,000 sq ft sustainable garden, 
enrolled students in conducting 

community service, supports local 
environmental and garden 

Land Use, Education, 
Agriculture

At-Large, 
Education/Rsch, At-
Large, Community 

or 
 Supervisor, D3

Thurston, Harry 3 Antioch
B.S

Forestry Retired
IT Professional-

Kaiser

Contra Costa Clean Energy 
Alliance,                                         

Peace Corps Volunteer-
Malaysia

At-Large, 
Community,
District 3 Rep

Taught sustainable forest operations 
in Malaysia; works with CCCEA to 

develop energy program that 
prioritizes and invests in local 
renewable energy resources.

Renewable Energy, Land 
Use

At-Large, 
Community or 
Supervisor, D3

Curran, Travis 4 Concord
B.A.

Psychology
Crestwood

 Healing Center
Campus

 Administrator None listed listed Not Specified

Transformed facility into a green-
certified business, saving water and 
energy, reducing solid waste, and 

educaing clients and staff.
Energy, Water, Solid 

Waste/Recycling Supervisor, D4

Horner, Trina 4 Walnut Creek

B.A.
International 

Relations/Trade 
Finance Navigant Consulting, Inc. Director

Walnut Creek Education 
Foundation,

Murwood Elem. and Walnut 
Creek Imtermediate PTA 

Executive Board, Leadership 
California Class of 2010; Board 

Member, Walnut Creek 
Citizens' Institute Graduate District 4 Rep.

Over 20 years experience supporting 
State energy regulators, municipal 
utilities and governments, and an 

investor-owned utility.  Experience 
with energy rate setting, energy 

procurement, water. 

Energy Efficiency, 
Renewable Energy, 

Water Supervisor, D4

Kemnitz, Mary 4 Concord
High School/
Some college

D&H Enterprises and 
D&H Auto Repair Business Owner

Automotive Service Councils of 
California-ASCEF Chair and 

Past President Not Specified

Manage auto repair business. 
President of automative service 

council trade group. Transportation Supervisor, D4

Lam, Kimberly 4 Walnut Creek

B.S
Environmental 

Science/Energy & 
Resources (minor) Republic Services

Recycling 
Coordinator

 Sustainable Contra Costa
Zero Waste Youth-Co-Founder 

and Treasurer Not Specified

Over 5 years of experience in 
managing sustainability programs. 

Develop and implement organics and 
recyling programs. Current board 

member of Sustainable Contra Costa. Solid Waste
At-Large, Business 
or Supervisor, D4

 
02-21-17 AHCOS Mtg Packet - Pg 22 of 312



5

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISISION APPLICANTS - Applications received as of December 23, 2016

NAME DISTRICT CITY EDUCATION
CURRENT

EMPLOYER POSITION
VOLUNTEER

ACTIVITY/AFFILIATIONS
MEMBER SEAT
REQUESTING

EXPERIENCE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
AREA(S) OF EXPERTISE*

POSSIBLE
MEMBERSHIP

DESIGNATION**

Sammons, David 4 Walnut Creek
Ph.D.
Ethics Retired Minister Citizens Climate Lobby Not Specified

Ministry and Administration, 
Advocacy Energy Supervisor, D4

Sullens, Wesley 4 Pleasant Hill

B.S
Environmental 
Studies/Energy 
Mgmt & Design StopWaste

Senior Program 
Manager

LEED Fellow, USGBC & GBCI
Certified Green Building 

Profession & GreenPoint Rater 
(non-practicing)

LEED Accredited Professional, 
Member of several 

committees Not Specified

Manage energy efficiency, recycling, 
climate action planning, and green 

building programs. Adminster grants 
and technical assistance.  Performed 

building code compliance.
Energy Efficiency, Solid 

Waste Supervisor, D4

Zuffi, Timothy 4 Walnut Creek

B.S.
Chemistry and 

Teaching Credential College Park High School

Science Teacher. 
Prior experience 
includes 25 years 

as research 
biochemist. None listed Not Specified

Avid garderner, owned a small farm 
in Yolo County for 10 years, restored 
current property, had solar panels on 

roof and owns electric vehicles.
Renewable Energy, Land 

Use

At-Large, 
Education/Rsch, or 

Supervisor, D4

Berman, Shiva 5 Lafayette (uninc)
Ph.D

Immunology None listed
Philanthropist, 

Civic Leader

Non-Profit
Philanthropist, Cal. Court 

Appointed Special Advocates 
Association, Member C. C. 

Crisis Center-Board of 
Directors, Co-founder 

Leadership Contra Costa 
Alumni Association Not Specified None listed listed Supervisor, D5

Davidson, Charles 5 Hercules

B.S
Biological Science, 

Graduate level 
Cancer Biology and 

Physics None listed NA

Sunflower Alliance and Contra 
Costa Clean Power Alliance, 

Sierra Club

Environmental 
Justice, 

District 5 Rep

Wrote the California Democratic 
party platform plank against fracking 
and unregulated fracking hazardous 
waste and wastewater disposal. Also 

writesarticles for environmental 
magazines Water, Solid Waste

At-Large, 
Community; At-

Large, 
Environmental 

Justice; or 
Supervisor, D5

James, Jency 5 Martinez

B.A
Environmental 

Studies Republic Services
Recycling 

Coordinator

Walnut Creek Chamber of 
Commerce, Generation 

Green/Contra Costa County 
Climate Leaders

At-Large, Community 
Group

District 5 Rep

Manage multi-family recycling and 
compositng program. Plan, organize 
and facilitate educational workshops 

on topics related to climate action 
planning in the county. Organized 

and planned social justice events for 
campus community (St. Mary's 

College)

Solid Waste,Energy 
Efficiency, Renewable 
Energy, Land Use and 

Transportation, Water, 
Education

At-Large, Business; 
At-Large, 

Community; or 
Supervisor,

D5

San Mateo, Lizabeth 5 Pittsburg

B.S
Management & 

Industrial 
Engineering 
(Philippines) SolarCity Corporation

Field Energy 
Consultant None listed Not Specified

Educate clients on environmental and 
financial benefits of going solar Renewable Energy

At-Large, Business 
or Supervisor, D5

Thomson, Mark 5 Martinez
B.S

Computer Science Retired IT Manager-Shell

Co-President-John Muir 
Association,

Co-Facilitator-Thousand 
Friends of Martinez,

Former Scoutmaster and 
Cubmaster-Boy Scouts of 

America,
Former Board President-Mt. 

Diablo Peace and Justice 
Center

At-Large, Community 
or Environmental 

Justice
District 5 Rep

Currently volunteers for two different 
organizations whose mission includes 

sustainability and environmental 
issues. Has served on several boards 

for community groups and work Land Use, Solid Waste

At-Large, 
Community or 
Supervisor, D5

* Areas of expertise identified through review of application materials.
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6

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISISION APPLICANTS - Applications received as of December 23, 2016

NAME DISTRICT CITY EDUCATION
CURRENT

EMPLOYER POSITION
VOLUNTEER

ACTIVITY/AFFILIATIONS
MEMBER SEAT
REQUESTING

EXPERIENCE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
AREA(S) OF EXPERTISE*

POSSIBLE
MEMBERSHIP

DESIGNATION**
** Suggestion for possible designation based on review of application materials; Board may wish to clarify with applicants if they have a preference, if one was not indicated.
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON

SUSTAINABILITY
  6.           

Meeting Date: 02/21/2017  

Subject: INTERVIEW applicants for at-large appointments to the Contra Costa

County Sustainability Commission.

Submitted For: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department 

Department: Conservation & Development

Referral No.: N/A  

Referral Name: N/A 

Presenter: Jody London, DCD Contact: Jody London (925)674-7871

Referral History:

On November 15, 2016, the Board of Supervisors approved the creation of a Contra Costa

County Sustainability Commission. The function of the Sustainability Commission will be to:

Provide advice to staff and the Board on successful implementation of the Climate Action

Plan, including suggestions on how that work can be performed more efficiently and

effectively.

Advise the Board on opportunities to realize equity and fairness across the diverse

communities of Contra Costa County in sustainability programs that support the Climate

Action Plan.

Provide suggestions to staff and the Board on how to better engage Contra Costa County

residents and businesses on sustainability issues and implementation of the Climate Action

Plan.

The Sustainability Commission was approved to have ten members, selected as follows: 

Five District representatives nominated by individual members of the Board of Supervisors

(representatives must be a resident of that district);

Two members representing community groups whose mission includes sustainability and/or

environmental issues;

Two members representing commercial groups or organizations whose business focuses on

sustainability and/or environmental issues; and

One member representing environmental justice issues and who lives in a disadvantaged

community.

The Board directed the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee to review and interview applicants to

the At-Large seats and recommend candidates for those five seats. 

Referral Update:
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The Department of Conservation and Development advertised the opportunity to serve on the

Sustainability Commission from November 28, 2016 through December 23, 2016. Applicants

applied through the Clerk of the Board.

35 people applied to serve on the Sustainability Commission. 11 are eligible for seats representing

community groups. 8 are eligible for seats representing business. One is eligible for the seat

representing environmental justice. Staff is recommending the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee

request the Board of Supervisors create an additional seat for one member who is a resident of

Contra Costa County and represents an education institution in Contra Costa County or a

research institution in Contra Costa or a neighboring County.

All applicants are eligible for appointment by the Supervisor in whose district they reside. Nine

people applied from District 1. Nine people applied from District 2. Five people applied from

District 3. Seven people applied from District 4. Give people applied from District 5.

Attachment A shows the applicants sorted by eligibility for at-large seats and eligibility for

District appointment. Attachment B is a summary of the applications. Attachment C is all the

applications received by the Clerk of the Board, with personal contact information redacted.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):

INTERVIEW applicants for the at-large seats on the Sustainability Commission.

Fiscal Impact (if any):

None.

Attachments

Attachment A: Sustainability Commission Applicants Sorted by Eligibility

Attachment B: Sustainability Comm. Applicants Summary

Attachment C: Sustainability Commission Applications . redacted
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Contra Costa County Sustainability Commission 
Applicants, Sorted by Eligibility for Appointment 

February 3, 2017 
 

At-Large Appointments 
 Community Group 

(2 Seats) 
Business  
(2 Seats) 

Environmental Justice 
(1 Seat) 

Education or Research 
Institution (1 Seat) 
(possible new category) 

1 Davidson, Charles  
(Hercules; CC Clean Power, Sunflower 
Alliance, Sierra Club) 

James, Jency  
(Martinez; Republic 
Services) 

Robinson, Doria 
(Richmond; Urban 
Tilth) 

Cutting, Kathy 
 (Oakley; Cal State East 
Bay) 

2 Despota, Nick  
(Richmond; Citizens Climate Lobby, 
Sunflower Alliance) 

Joe, Robert  
(Walnut Creek; Beyond 
Platinum) 

 Goudey, Howdy  
(El Cerrito; Lawrence 
Berkeley National 
Laboratory) 

3 Edwards, Reid  
(Lafayette; White Pony Express) 

Lam, Kimberly  
(Walnut Creek; 
Republic Services) 

 Warfe, Scott  
(Walnut Creek; Los 
Medanos) 

4 Goudey, Howdy  
(El Cerrito; Environmental Quality 
Cmmte, El Cerrito Comm, Garden 
Network, Earthcare Now) 

Moskowitz, Allan  
(El Cerrito; 
Transformative Wealth 
Mgmt, LLC) 

 Zuffi, Timothy  
(Walnut Creek; College 
Park High School) 

5 Hazard, Kimberly  
(Richmond; Citizens for a Greener El 
Sobrante) 

Phinney, Carrolyn 
(Orinda; CoCo San 
Sustainable Farm 
Project, AgLantis) 

  

6 James, Jency  
(Martinez; Generation Green, CCC 
Climate Leaders) 

San Mateo, Lizabeth 
(Pittsburg; SolarCity 
Corporation) 

  

7 Joe, Robert  
(Walnut Creek; Sustainable Walnut 
Creek, Sustainable CCC) 

Serianz, Martha 
(Richmond; Marin 
Clean Energy) 

  

8 Thomson, Mark  
(Martinez; John Muir Assoc., 
Thousand Friends of Martinez) 

Snyder, Nicholas 
(Lafayette; Tierra 
Resource Consultants) 

  

9 Thurston, Harry  
(Antioch; CC Clean Energy Alliance) 

   

10 Verity, Rebecca  
(Orinda; National Adaptation Forum, 
Bay Area Ecosystems Climate Change 
Consortium, American Society of 
Adaptation Professionals) 

   

11 Weed, Carol  
(Walnut Creek; Sustainable Rossmoor) 

   

 
02-21-17 AHCOS Mtg Packet - Pg 27 of 312



 
Supervisor Appointments 

 District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 
1 Despota, Nick Edwards, Reid Cutting, Kathy Curran, Travis Berman, Shiva 
2 Goudey, Howdy Joe, Robert Lidji, Lily Horner, Trina Davidson, Charles 
3 Hazard, Kimberly Phinney, Carrolyn Logue, Gretchen Kemnitz, Mary James, Jency 
4 Malcolm-Brandt, Erin Rich, Priscilla Sierrra, John Lam, Kimberly San Mateo, Lizabeth 
5 Mania, Christine Smith, Victoria Thurston, Harry Sammons, David Thomson, Mark 
6 Moskowitz, Allan Snyder, Nicholas  Sullens, Wesley  
7 Robinson, Doria Verity, Rebecca  Zuffi, Timothy  
8 Serianz, Martha  Warfe, Scott    
9 Tucker, David Weed, Carol    
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABILITY   7.           

Meeting Date: 02/21/2017  

Subject: PRESENTATION on County Sustainability Initiatives: County Fleet.

Submitted For: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department 

Department: Conservation & Development

Referral No.: N/A  

Referral Name: N/A 

Presenter: Carlos Velasquez, Department of Public

Works

Contact: Jody London

(925)674-7871

Referral History:

Referral Update:

The Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee will receive reports at its meetings on different aspects of

County programs that are important to achieving the goals of the Climate Action Plan. At the

February 21, 2017 meeting the topic will be the County fleet. 

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):

RECEIVE presentation from County staff on improvements in operating the County fleet.

Fiscal Impact (if any):

Improvements in modifications of the County fleet are resulting in lower operating costs.

Attachments

Fleet Overview
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Carlos Velasquez, Fleet Manager 
 

Fleet Services Mission Statement 
 

Fleet Services supports the Contra Costa Country 
Departments by providing safe, reliable, economical and     
 environmentally-sensible transportation and related  
services that are responsive to the needs of our customers.  
  

 

  Contra Costa County, Public Works, Fleet 
Services 
 2016-2017 
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FLEET SERVICES   
2015-2016 
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What We Do 
Business Office cont 
Asset management 
Regulatory compliance 
Vehicle disposition 
Loaner vehicle program 
Long term rentals 
Short term rentals 
Motor Pool rentals  
Hourly rentals 
GPS Deployment/Data 
tracking 
Fueling services  

 Gasoline 
 Renewable Diesel 
 Compressed Natural Gas 
 EV Plug ins 
 Propane 
 Voyager Fuel card services 

 

Maintenance  and 
Repair Shop 
Preventive maintenance  
Light and heavy duty 
Mechanical repairs 
Vehicle fabrication/ 
modifications 
Law Enforcement /Vehicle up 
fitting 
Smog certifications 
Sublet specialized work 
Parts procurement 
Vehicle towing 
Carwash services 
Regulatory compliance 
HAZMAT manifests 
 
 

Business Office 
Fleet consultation services 
Vehicle and equipment 
procurement 
Vehicle Registration 
Vehicle Transfers 
Process Automation 
Business analysis 
Data analysis 
Records Management 
Sustainability 
Grant administration 
Project management 
Specification writing 
ASSETWORKS M5  vehicle 
software management  
 
 

PUBLIC WORKS, FLEET SERVICES 
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FLEET By the Numbers 

 $14M operating budget 
 17.FTE  
 $ 2.6M vehicle replacement/additions 
 1600 pieces of vehicles and equipment 
 1356 Rolling Stock ISF Fleet Services owned vehicles 
 7,903 Work Orders processed, 26, 233 Labor hours  
 Assets  $48 Million 
 Customer satisfaction rate 90% 
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A.S.E,  AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE  
BLUE SHIELD OF EXCELLENCE RECOGNIZED 

FLEET 

 There are currently 38,000 Municipal Fleets across the Nation. 
 CCC, PW, Fleet Services is only one of a handful ASE Blue Shield 

status Fleets in CA. 
 75% of technicians performing diagnosis and repairs are now ASE 

certified, this includes 9 Certified Masters and 2 Double Masters. 
 Minimum eligibility for Blue Shield status includes 16 areas of service 

offered in the shop that must be covered by qualified ASE-Certified  
Journey Level Technicians.  

 Expertise in areas are but not limit to: 
 Buses,  CNG ( compressed natural gas), Advanced Engine Computer 

Systems Diagnostics, Repairs, and  Service just to name a few.   
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Contra Costa County's Fleet by Fuel type, moving the needle 
towards Greening the Fleet. 
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The Greening of The County Fleet 

 Goal 
 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and operating costs of vehicles by converting fleet to more fuel 

efficient and green vehicles 
 
 Desired Results 
 20% of fleet converted to alternative fuel (hybrid, CNG, electric) vehicles by 2020 
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FLEET SERVICES GOALS 2015-16 
 Continue to Analyze, right size County Fleet via utilization reviews ( 

Avoid Fleet Creep) 
 Expand the use of Hybrid, and Green Alternate fueled vehicles ( Plug 

–Ins)  Purchased 9CNG vans, 2 CNG sedans,  8 Electric plug in 
vehicles, taking advantage of grant funding. 

 Doubled the number of EVC stations from 4 to 8 total (P&M 2)  
 Update Fleet (APWA)policies, on the way to get APWA Certified 
 Implement  on line Pool  Car Valet system( Local Motion) 
 Robust Continual Employee Technical Training  
 Expand metric and benchmarking data capture 
 Continue to pursue grant funding opportunities 
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IN HOUSE LAW ENFORCEMENT AND VEHICLE UP-
FITTING 
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PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES 
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Installed new 78,000LBS Lift 
For in House Service and Repair Of Buses 

and Heavy Equipment  12 
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PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES 
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PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES 
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PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES  
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Local Motion on-line vehicle car 
pooling reservation system  

PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES  
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Local Motion 

 Implemented Tap and Go! Local Motion System :  
 Ride Sharing   
 Hub Consolidation  
 Less vehicles  
 Increase usage  
 Lowers costs  
We share a commitment to provide exceptional customer     
service and see car sharing as a big part of the future of  
mobility within the county. 
 
                             PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES 
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PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES 

Electric Vehicle Master Controller manages  multiple 
charging stations to reduce costs 

Even though our building only had 
electrical capacity to support one 
charging station at the back parking 
lot, a master controller device was 
installed that will daisy chain and split 
charging time to all 4 vehicles that are 
plugged in.   

Properties using the EVMC controller 
need fewer individual circuits, which 
means less conduit, less wiring and lower 
construction costs upwards of 50% in 
some cases.  
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In making the switch, we expect to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by up to 
65% and an estimated 5,000 tons annually.  
 
Other benefits include a reduction of NOX 
and a 33% reduction of particulate matter 
PM 2.5. 

Contra Costa County, switched from biodiesel to R99 renewable 
diesel to fuel many of our heavy-duty diesel vehicles 

Switching over to renewable diesel 
delivers direct reductions in GHG and 
lowers our carbon footprint on our 
planet. 
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      New Fast Response Mobile Repair/Service Truck 

 

 Provides on site 
emergency  repairs,  
onsite mobile lube and 
oil. 

 Fully equipped and 
ready to handle field 
repairs and services. 

 Deployed in Sherriff  
FOB , sub stations and 
all Departments.   

 Saves downtime, travel 
time,  labor time , 
downtime, fuel and 
lowers our carbon 
footprint  and GHG. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS  

 
 
 
Julie Bueren, Director of Public Works 

 

 
 
Joe Yee, Public Works, Deputy Director  
 

 
   

PUBLIC WORKS , FLEET SERVICES  
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON

SUSTAINABILITY
  8.           

Meeting Date: 02/21/2017  

Subject: DISCUSS and RECOMMEND to the Board of Supervisors candidates for

at-large seats on the Contra Costa County Sustainability Commission.

Submitted For: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department 

Department: Conservation & Development

Referral No.: N/A  

Referral Name: N/A 

Presenter: Jody London, DCD Contact: Jody London (925)674-7871

Referral History:

On November 15, 2016, the Board of Supervisors approved the creation of a Contra Costa

County Sustainability Commission. The function of the Sustainability Commission will be to:

Provide advice to staff and the Board on successful implementation of the Climate Action

Plan, including suggestions on how that work can be performed more efficiently and

effectively.

Advise the Board on opportunities to realize equity and fairness across the diverse

communities of Contra Costa County in sustainability programs that support the Climate

Action Plan.

Provide suggestions to staff and the Board on how to better engage Contra Costa County

residents and businesses on sustainability issues and implementation of the Climate Action

Plan.

The Sustainability Commission was approved to have ten members, selected as follows: 

Five District representatives nominated by individual members of the Board of Supervisors

(representatives must be a resident of that district);

Two members representing community groups whose mission includes sustainability and/or

environmental issues;

Two members representing commercial groups or organizations whose business focuses on

sustainability and/or environmental issues; and

One member representing environmental justice issues and who lives in a disadvantaged

community.

The Board directed the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee to review and interview applicants to

the At-Large seats and recommend candidates for those five seats. 

Referral Update:
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The Department of Conservation and Development advertised the opportunity to serve on the

Sustainability Commission from November 28, 2016, through December 23, 2016.

Applicants applied through the Clerk of the Board.

35 people applied to serve on the Sustainability Commission. 11 are eligible for seats representing

community groups. 8 are eligible for seats representing business. One is eligible for the seat

representing environmental justice. Staff is recommending the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee

request the Board of Supervisors create an additional seat for one member who is a resident of

Contra Costa County and represents an education institution in Contra Costa County or a

research institution in Contra Costa or a neighboring County. All applicants are eligible for

appointment by the Supervisor in whose district they reside.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):

DISCUSS and RECOMMEND to the Board of Supervisors candidates for at-large seats on

the Contra Costa County Sustainability Commission.

Fiscal Impact (if any):

None. 

Attachments

No file(s) attached.
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON

SUSTAINABILITY
  9.           

Meeting Date: 02/21/2017  

Subject: RECEIVE update from Sustainability Coordinator on Climate Action Plan

Implementation. 

Submitted For: John Kopchik, Director, Conservation & Development Department 

Department: Conservation & Development

Referral No.: N/A  

Referral Name: N/A 

Presenter: Jody London, DCD Contact: Jody London (925)674-7871

Referral History:

At the August 22, 2016 meeting of the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee, the Committee directed

staff to provide an update on work to implement the Climate Action Plan.

Referral Update:

This report provides an update to the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee on the work of the

County’s Sustainability Coordinator since the Committee last met in October 2016. Key activities

during this period included:

Managed process for advertising and screening applicants for Contra Costa County

Sustainability Commission. 35 people applied for ten seats. Once that Commission is seated,

staff will schedule the Sustainability Commission meetings to occur alternate months from

the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee.

Convened kickoff meeting of the Sustainability Exchange, a venue for anyone in Contra

Costa County who works for a city, county, special district, or other organization with a

governing board of elected officials. 35 people attended the first meeting. In addition to staff

from several County departments, participants included staff from cities, schools,

community colleges, and special districts, representing topics that include solid waste,

energy, transportation, land use, government operations, and conservation. A number of

people were unable to attend and wish to be informed of future meetings. The group has

formed a steering committee, which will help structure future quarterly meetings. Areas of

mutual interest identified in the first meeting include effective communication about

sustainability, and how to facilitate organizational change.

Prepared application to the Strategic Growth Council and Governor’s Office of Planning and

Research for grant that would fund a Renewable Resource Potential Study. This Study

would (1) identify areas that are best sites for renewable resources, including solar, wind,

biomass, and bio-gas, (2) identify modifications to current zoning ordinances that would
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facilitate deployment of renewable resources, and (3) work with disadvantaged communities

in unincorporated areas to determine how they can benefit from local renewable energy.

Assisted with outreach related to the draft feasibility study on community choice energy.

Collaborated with County staff working on topics including land use and transportation,

Northern Waterfront Economic Development Initiative, North Richmond Urban Greening,

Planning Integration Team for Community Health (PITCH), codes, solid waste, energy.

Participated in regional activities, including the Adapting to Rising Tides study, the Spare

the Air Resources Team, and related.

Recommendation(s)/Next Step(s):

RECEIVE update from the County’s Sustainability Coordinator.

Fiscal Impact (if any):

None. 

Attachments

No file(s) attached.
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