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CSA-EM1 (Measure H) 

Historical Background 
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Measure H Advisory  
Passed November 8, 1988 with 71.6% voter support. 

  
• “Shall a Countywide Emergency Medical Services 

benefit assessment be established to finance 
improvements in emergency medical and trauma 
care system including expanded countywide 
paramedic coverage; improved medical 
communications and medical dispatcher training; 
and medical equipment and supplies and training 
for firefighter first responders, including training and 
equipment for fire services electing to undertake a 
specialized program of advanced cardiac 
care(defibrillation)” 
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Can Measure H Be Increased? 
• In 1996, Proposition 218 was passed amending the 

State constitution and making significant changes 
to local government financing.   

• Proposition 218 eliminated all existing benefit 
assessments except, under a grandfather clause 
contained in the proposition, those that had been 
established by voter approval.   

• The tax measure exists only under Proposition 218, 
grandfathering clause so long as the governing 
body had demonstrated adherence to all terms of 
the advisory measure.   

• CSA EM-1 funding cannot be increased 
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How Is Measure H Used? 

Current Allocations and Use 
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2016 Measure H 
In 2016, Measure H assessments raised 4.7 million dollars providing approximately 4.5 
million dollars for EMS system enhancements after taxes and levies (6%) are deducted.  
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Measure H  
Fire First Responder Program 

Annual Allocations $2,331,133 
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EMS System of Care and Paramedic 
LEMSA Program Support  

Meeting Title 22 and State EMS System Mandates 
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EMS System Growth 
 and  

Measure H Funding 
1990 to 2016 
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EMS Ambulance Service Delivery 
1990 to 2016 
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Measure H  
Revenue History 
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Levy and Use Fees Increases and COLAs 

Further Reduce Available Funds 
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Measure H EMS System 
Investment By Population 
Remarkable High Value Benefit to Citizens 
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Fiscal Year

CoCo 
Population

Total 
Measure H 

Revenue 

Annual 
Measure H 
Investment 
Per Person 

Daily 
Measure H 
Investment 
PerPerson

1990-1991 803,732 $2,432,688 $3.06 $0.01
1992-1993 803,732 $4,587,497 $5.71 $0.02
1999-2000 948,816 $4,313,888 $4.63 $0.01
2010-2011 1,024,809 $4,668,534 $4.58 $0.01
2016-2017 1,135,127 $4,714,429 $4.15 $0.01



 
 
 
 

Fiscal Year 
2017-2018 

$ 4,862,648 

14 



Contra Costa EMS System 
Enhancements  
Contra Costa EMS System  

Support Recommended to Sustain and Improve  
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EMS Program Elements 
• EMS Systems of Care 

Medical/Quality 
Oversight  

• Med/Health Disaster 
preparedness 

• EMS Agency Personnel 
and Support 

• First Responder 
Defibrillation Programs 

• Prehospital Electronic 
Patient Care and Data 
Systems 

• Prehospital (EMT/EMT-P) 
Medical/Patient 
Safety/Quality Oversight 

• Fire First Responder 
BLS/ALS Program 
Support 

• Medical Supplies, 
Equipment & Training 

• Sheriff’s Dispatch  
• HeartSafe, CPR, AED 
• Disaster 

Communications 
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EMS as Health Care Provider  
EMS System Innovation Partnerships 
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EMS System Innovation 
Data Driven Prehospital Care 

18 



EMS Med/Health Response 
Local, Regional, National Disasters 

Chevron 

Lake County Fire 

Asiana Crash Harvey/Irma/Maria 

Mt Diablo Fire Hospital Closures Oroville Dam 

Napa Quake 
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EMS System Enhancement Requirement 

Bi-directional Health Information Exchange 
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Where Does EMS System 
Funding Need To Be? 

Based on consumer price index (CPI) increases for  
Medical Care All Urban  

Zone B charges = $20.70/benefit unit  
Zone A charges = $8.17/benefit unit 

 
$9,692,236 EMS System Enhancement. 
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Conclusion  
• Conclusion: CSA EM-1 (Measure H) provides fully utilized 

high value funding for enhancement of the EMS system 
throughout Contra Costa County. The funds have no COLA 
adjustments attached and cannot be adjusted or increased. 
 

• New funding source(s) are required to sustain, update and 
continue the legacy of Countywide EMS System enhancement 
e.g. Marijuana ordinance  
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Questions? 
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