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August 9, 2017 
  
The Honorable Jim Frazier 
Chairman, Assembly  
Transportation Committee 
Legislative Office Building,  
1020 N Street, Room 112 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable Jim Beall 
Chairman, Senate Transportation and 
Housing Committee 
State Capitol, 10th and I Streets,  
Room 2082 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: Senate Bill 595 (Beall) Bay Area Toll Bridge Regional Measure 3 

Dear Chairman Frazier and Chairman Beall,  

On behalf of Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA) I am writing regarding 

SB 595, which will increase tolls on the seven Bay Area Bridges. If passed, this 

increase will be on the ballot for Bay Area voters in 2018. While the Contra Costa 

Transportation Authority (CCTA) supports the provisions to apply a “maintenance 

of effort” and create a new Office of Inspector General to the San Francisco Bay 

Area Rapid Transit (BART); CCTA Commissioners have grave concerns with the first 

round of projects proposed. 

There are four bridges in Bay Area Toll Authority’s (BATA) jurisdiction connecting 

Contra Costa County to Bay Area destinations, twice as many as any other county, 

not even counting the Bay Bridge that is also heavily used by Contra Costa County 

residents. If voters approve the new toll fees, our constituents will be paying $3.00 

more in tolls to drive over these bridges. The current allocations in the initial 

expenditure plan are not equitable to the 18.4 percent of total generated revenue 

that Contra Costa toll payers will be contributing to BATA. 

We urge the Transportation Committee to reassess the SB 595 expenditure plan by 
prioritizing transportation projects that follow these principles: 
 

• a nexus to bridges;  

• equity in terms of toll contributions (18.4%);  

• access to bridge approaches; and 

• allow CCTA to choose priority projects  
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Using these principles is the fairest way to allocate the funding needed to complete 

the highest priority capital projects in Contra Costa County. CCTA staff has prepared 

an alternate expenditure plan using the aforementioned principles, which CCTA 

Commissioners support. 

Attached is CCTA’s clarified expenditure plan proposal, which we ask to be adopted 

into SB 595. Contra Costa toll payers deserve a fair mechanism to realize the 

mobility projects needed to reduce congestion, improve quality of life and achieve 

healthy air.  Should the RM3 proposal remain unchanged, the CCTA may take an 

oppose position to this bill. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Butt 
CCTA Chair 
 

cc:  Assembly Member Catherine Baker  
Senator Bill Dodd  
Senator Steve Glazer  
Assembly Member Tim Grayson 
Senator Nancy Skinner 
Assembly Member Tony Thurmond  

 



CCTA's Staff Request
$ in millions

ORIGINAL PROPOSAL BY MTC

Proposed 

RM3 

Amount

Requested 

Minimum 

Funding for 

Contra Costa Assumptions

Operating Program ($60M/Year)

Transbay Terminal 5 0

Ferries 35 0

Regional Express Bus 20 3.7 Assumed 18.4% (CCC share of tolls)

Sum 60 3.7 $60 million/year for operations (not part of the $4.2 billion)

Regional Capital

Bridge Rehab 0 0

BART Expansion Cars 500 64.5 Based on 12.9% average weekdays ridership entering or exiting in Contra Costa Stations

Corridor Express Lanes 300 160 Specify for Innovate 680

Goods Movements 125 50 Specify for I-80/San Pablo Dam Road

Bay Trail/Regional Trails/Safe Routes to Transit 150 27.6 Assumed 18.4% (share of tolls)

Ferries 325 0

BART to Silicon Valley 400 0

SMART 40 0

Capitol Corridor Connections 90 16.2 Specify for Hercules Rail Station

Corridor-Specific Capital Projects

Central (SFOBB)

Caltrain 350 0

Muni 140 0

Core Capacity Transit Improvements serving Bay Bridge Corridor 140 0

AC Transit - Bus Rapid Improvements 50 6.3 Based on service area in Contra Costa (12.5%)

New Transbay BART Tube 50 6.5 Based on 12.9% average weekday ridership entering or exiting in Contra Costa Stations

Add:  I-80 Transit Improvements 50 Add project

South (San Mateo-Hayward, Dumbarton)

Tri Valley Transit Access 100 0

Eastridge to BART 130 0

San Jose Diridon Station 120 0

Dumbarton Rail/Ace/Shinn Station 130 0

101/92 Interchange 50 0

North (Richmond - San Rafael, Benicia- Martinez, Carquinez, Antioch)

680/4 and transit enhancements (add SR4 Ops Improvements) 150 254 Add SR4 Operational Improvements to Project

Marin-Sonoma Narrows 125 0

I-80/I-680/SR12 175 0

WB I-80 Truck Scales 125 0

Highway 37 150 0

San Rafael Transit Center/SMART 30 0

Marin 101/580 interchange 135 100 For improvements on Contra Costa side including Toll Plaza

North BayTransit Improvements 100 18.4

Add:  East Contra Costa County Transit Intermodal Station 20 Add Project

SR29 20 0

Guiding Principles: Total 4200 773 Excludes operations funding ($60M/yr)

1. Nexus to Bridges Direct CCC Allocation 634

2. Equity Benefits from Regional Allocations 139

3. Access to the Bridges (approaches) CC fair share 773 Based on share of tolls (18.4%)

4. Priority Projects Difference (total - fair share) 0
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CCTA Staff Analysis of RM3 Proposal
$ in millions Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4

Proposed 

RM3 

Amount

Contra Costa 

Estimated 

Funding Assumptions CCTA STAFF Proposed Change

Proposed 

RM3 

Amount

Contra Costa 

Estimated 

Funding

Operating Program ($60M/Year)

Transbay Terminal 5 0 no change 5 0

Ferries 35 0 Fare Box recovery likely less than threshold to qualify no change 35 0

Regional Express Bus 20 3.7 assumed 18.4% (share of tolls) no change 20 3.7

Sum 60 3.7 $60 million/year for operations (not part of the $4.2 billion) 60 3.7

Regional Capital

Bridge Rehab 0 0 0 0

BART Expansion Cars 500 64.5

Based on 12.9% average weekdays ridership entering or exiting in 

Contra Costa Stations Increase by $500M 1000 129

Corridor Express Lanes 300 80 Assumed $80M will be used for Innovate 680

Increase by $80M and specify $160M for Innovate 

680 and express bus/technology 380 160

Goods Movements 125 0

Increase by $60M with $64M for I-80 San Pablo 

Dam Road 185 64

Bay Trail/Regional Trails/Safe Routes to Transit 150 27.6 Assumed 18.4% (share of tolls) Increase by $50M to $200M 200 36.8

Ferries 325 0 Increase by $25M with $20M for Richmond Ferry 350 20

BART to Silicon Valley 400 0 No Nexus to Bridges No Nexus -Reduce to 0 0 0

SMART 40 0 No Nexus to Bridges No Nexus -Reduce to 0 0 0

Capitol Corridor Connections 90 16.2 Assumed 18.4% will go to Hercules Rail Station no change 90 16.2

Corridor-Specific Capital Projects

Central (SFOBB)

Caltrain 350 0 No Nexus to Bridges No Nexus -Reduce to 0 0 0

Muni 140 0 no change 140 0

Core Capacity Transit Improvements serving Bay Bridge Corridor 140 0 no change 140 0

AC Transit - Bus Rapid Improvements 50 6.3 Assumed 12.5% since most of AC Transit serves Alameda Co. no change 50 6.3

New Transbay BART Tube 50 6.5

Based on 12.9% average weekdays ridership entering or exiting in 

Contra Costa Station Added $55 million 105 13.5

Add:  I-80 Transit Improvements

Add $100 million for I-80 Transit Impro. in Contra 

Costa 100 100

South (San Mateo-Hayward, Dumbarton)

Tri Valley Transit Access 100 0 Assumed it will go to BART extension to Livermore no change 100 0

Eastridge to BART 130 0 No Nexus to Bridges No Nexus -Reduce to 0 0 0

San Jose Diridon Station 120 0 No Nexus to Bridges No Nexus -Reduce to 0 0 0

Dumbarton Rail/Ace/Shinn Station 130 0 no change 130 0

101/92 Interchange 50 0 no change 50 0

North (Richmond - San Rafael, Benicia- Martinez, Carquinez, Antioch)

680/4 and transit enhancements (add SR4 Ops Improvements) 150 150 100% in Contra Costa

Increase by $150M  and include SR4 Operational 

Improvements 300 300

Marin-Sonoma Narrows 125 0 No Nexus to Bridges No Nexus -Reduce to 0 0 0

I-80/I-680/SR12 175 0 no change 175 0

WB I-80 Truck Scales 125 0 Increase by $30M to remove weigh station at Treat Blvd 155 30

Highway 37 150 0 150 0

San Rafael Transit Center/SMART 30 0

SMART has no Nexus but kept amount for Transit 

Center 30 0

Marin 101/580 interchange 135 32.4 Assumed 24% based on % of toll payers residing in Contra Costa

Increase by $65M  with $100M for toll plaza 

improvements and I-580/Richmond Parkway 200 100

North BayTransit Improvements 100 18.4 Assumed 18.4% (share of tolls) no change 100 18.4

Add:  East Contra Costa County Transit Intermodal Station

Add $50 million for East Contra Costa County 

Intermodal Transit Station 50 50

SR29 20 0 20 0

Guiding Principles: Total 4200 402 Excludes operations funding ($60M/yr) Total (excludes operations) 4200 1044

1. Nexus to Bridges CC fair share 773 Assumed 18.4% (shares of tolls) CC fair share 773

2. Equity Difference -371 Difference 271

3. Access to the Bridges (approaches)

4. Priority Projects Updated July 21. 2017


