2016 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Each year, the Board of Supervisors adopts a Federal Legislative Platform that establishes
priorities and policy positions with regard to potential federal legislation and regulation. The
2016 Federal Legislative Platform identifies 10 funding needs for FFY 2017 and 5 requests for
the federal transportation act.

The following list is a preliminary ranking in priority order. Adjustments to the priority order may be appropriate
once the President releases his budget. The current priority ranking gives preference to those projects that we know
will not be included in the President’s budget, with lower priority to Army Corps of Engineers projects which may
be in the budget. Also, Army Corps project requests will be adjusted to be consistent with Corps capability.

1. Emergency Operations Center (EOC) - $350,000,000 for state and local efforts to sustain
and enhance the effectiveness of their emergency management programs for all hazards
preparedness. In FY 2015, California received more than $27.8 million, the highest funded-state
in the country, of which more than $15.5 million was sub-allocated to approximately the 58
county Operational Areas (OAs) for critical hazard preparation activities. Last year California’s
Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES), in accordance with program quidelines, prioritized the
building, sustainment, and delivery of all-hazards emergency management capabilities in the
following areas: Planning, organization, equipment acquisitions, training, exercises, Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) construction and renovation, and maintenance and sustainment. Of
particular interest to Contra Costa County is the allowance for funds to be expended for EOC
construction and renovation, as the County is seeking funding for the development of an EOC.

12. Delta LTMS-Pinole Shoal Management, CA — $4,500,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers
to continue a Long Term Management Strategy (LTMS) for levee rehabilitation, dredging and
sediment reuse in the Delta, similar to the effort completed in the Bay area. Levee work, reuse of
dredged sediments, dredging and other activities have been difficult to accomplish due to
permitting problems and a divergence of priorities related to water quality. Significant levee
rehabilitation is critical to the long term stability of these levees and to water quality and supply
for the 23 million Californians who depend upon this water. Stakeholders from the Department
of Water Resources, Ports, Army Corps, levee reclamation districts, local governments and other
interested parties are participating in the LTMS. A Sediment or Dredged Material Management
Office will be established, and in the longer term, preparation of a Sediment Management Plan
will consider beneficial reuse of dredged materials as one potential source of sediment for levees.
(Note: $500,000 appropriated for FFY 2005; $225,000 for FFY 2006; $500,000 for FFY 2007; $462,000
for FFY 2008; $235,000 for FFY 2009; $100,000 for FFY 2010; $0 FFY 2011-2013; $930,000 FFY
2014.)

23. Safe and Bright Futures for Children Exposed to Domestic Violence — $400,000 to
implement the federally funded plan to diminish the damaging effects of domestic violence on
children and adolescents and to stop the cycle of intentional injury and abuse. A three year
assessment and planning process resulted in a program plan that is working to align and create a
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system responsive to the needs of children exposed to domestic violence through identification,
early intervention; raising awareness; training professionals; utilizing and disseminating data;
establishing consultation teams to support providers in intervening and using best practices; and
developing targeted services. Exposure to domestic violence reshapes the human brain and is the
primary cause of trauma in children’s lives. It influences personality, shapes personal skills and
behaviors, impacts academic performance, and substantially contributes to the high cost of law
enforcement, civil/criminal justice and social services. Exposure to domestic violence is
associated with greater rates of substance abuse, mental illness, and adverse health outcomes in
adulthood, and substantially contributes to the high cost of law enforcement, civil/criminal
justice and social services. (Note: $428,000 appropriated for FFY 2009; $550,000 for FFY 2010.)

34. Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine Clean-up — $483,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers to
complete the Technical Planning Process for the clean-up project at the source and downstream
area of the Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine. The project will clean up the mine in a cost effective,
environmentally-sound manner with minimal liability exposure for the County and involving all
stakeholders through an open community-based process. The Corps initiated a Technical
Planning Process in June 2008 to develop a preliminary remediation plan, identify applicable
permit and environmental data requirements and complete a data collection and documentation
program for the clean-up of the area impacted by the Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine. Several phases
of the planning process have been completed, and this appropriation will allow the Corps to
continue the planning process, which will include looking at watershed issues downstream of the
mercury mine. The mine site is located on private property on the northeast slope of Mt. Diablo
at the upper end of the Marsh Creek watershed. (Note: $517,000 appropriated in FFY 2008.)

45. Bay-Delta Area Studies, Surveys and Technical Analysis — $2,500,000 for the Delta
Counties Coalition to carry out technical analysis and planning associated with participation in
the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) or implementation of any projects resulting from the
Plan. The technical analysis and planning will focus on issues related to the planning of water
delivery projects and conservation plans that are included in the BDCP.

56. CALFED Bay Delta Reauthorization Act Levee Stability Improvement Program (LSIP) —
$8,000,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers for levee rehabilitation planning and project
implementation. The CALFED Reauthorization Act, passed in January 2004, authorized $90
million, which may be appropriated for levee rehabilitation work. The Corps has prepared a
“180-Day Report” which identifies projects and determines how these funds would be spent.
Since that time, the breakdown of CALFED, coupled with the Army Corps’ attempts to define an
appropriate and streamlined process, has delayed funding and resultant levee work. (Note:
$500,000 appropriated for FFY 2006; $400,000 for FFY 2007; $4.92M for FFY 2008; $4.844M for FFY
2010.)

67. Suisun Bay Channel/New York Slough Maintenance Dredging — $8,700,000 for the
Army Corps of Engineers for maintenance dredging of this channel to the authorized depth of
minus 35 feet. Continued maintenance is essential for safe transport of crude oil and other bulk
materials through the San Francisco Bay, along the Carquinez Straits and into the
Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta. Dredging for this channel section is particularly costly due to
requirements on placement of dredged materials in upland environments. An oil tanker ran
aground in early 2001 due to severe shoaling in a section of this channel, which creates a greater




potential for oil spills (Note: $4.559 M appropriated for FFY 2005; $4.619M for FFY 2006; $2.82M
for FFY 2007; $2.856M for FFY 2008; $2.768M for FFY 2009; $3.819M for FFY 2010; $2.715M for
FFY 2012; $2.495M for FFY 2013; $2.026M for FFY 2014.)

| #8. San Pablo/Mare Island _Strait/Pinole Shoal Channel Maintenance Dredging —
$8,400,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers for maintenance dredging of the channel to the
authorized depth of minus 35 feet. The Pinole Shoal channel is a major arterial for vessel
transport through the San Francisco Bay region, serving oil refineries and bulk cargo which is
transported as far east as Sacramento and Stockton. (Note: $1M appropriated for FFY 2005;
$2.988M for FFY 2006; $896,000 for FFY 2007; $1.696M for FFY 2008; $1.058M for FFY 2009;
$2.518M for FFY 2010; $3.402M for FFY 2012; $499,000 for FFY 2013; $780,000 for FFY 2014.)

| 89. San Francisco to Stockton (J. F. Baldwin and Stockton Channels) Ship Channel
Deepening — $2,700,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers to continue the Deepening Project.
Deepening and minor realignment of this channel will allow for operational efficiencies for
many different industries, an increase in waterborne goods movement, reduced congestion on
roadways, and air quality benefits. This work focused on establishing economic benefit to the
nation and initial salinity modeling in the channel sections. The following steps include detailed
channel design, environmental documentation, cost analysis, additional modeling, and dredged
material disposal options. This project continues to have enormous implications for oil refineries,
ports, and other industries that depend on safe ship transport through the channel. (Note:
$500,000 appropriated for FFY 2005; $200,000 for FFY 2006; $200,000 for FFY 2007; $403,000 for
FFY 2008; $1.34M for FFY 2009; $0 for FFY 2010; $0 for FFY 2011; $800,000 for FFY 2012;
$1,546,900 for FFY 2013; $800,000 for FFY 2014.)

| 910. State Route 4 / Old River Bridge Study — $1,000,000 to work with San Joaquin County and
the State of California on a study of improving or replacing the Old River Bridge along State
Route 4 on the Contra Costa / San Joaquin County line. The study would determine a preferred
alternative for expanding or replacing the existing bridge, which is part of State Route 4. The
existing bridge is narrow, barely allowing two vehicles to pass each other, and is aligned on a
difficult angle relative to the highway on either side, requiring motorists to make sharp turns onto
and off of the bridge. The project would improve safety and traffic flow over the bridge. (Note:
no appropriations for this project as yet.)

| 2011, Knightsen/Byron Area Transportation Study - $300,000 to re-evaluate the Circulation
Element of the County General Plan (GP) to improve its consistency with the Urban Limit Line
(ULL) and related policies that ensure preservation of non-urban, agricultural, open space and
other areas identified outside the ULL. Policies will be evaluated to provide a more efficient and
affordable circulation system for the study area, serve all transportation user-groups, support the
local agricultural economy and accommodate the commuter traffic destined for employment
centers outside the study area. Zoning and development regulations would be updated to
implement the study recommendations.






