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Between October 2014 and March 2015, the Policy Advocacy Clinic surveyed California county 

Chief Probation Officers (CPOs) about juvenile probation fee policies and practices, receiving 

responses from 52 of the 58 counties in California. The 15-question survey was sent out in 

October 2014 and responses were collected into March 2015. A copy of this survey can be found 

in Appendix A. Despite multiple attempts, we did not receive responses from the following 

counties: Alpine, Glenn, Imperial, Mono, Sierra, and Tuolumne.  

 

A spreadsheet detailing survey response was sent to all California CPOs by email in April 2015. 

This spreadsheet had been cleaned and standardized for accessibility and did not include the 

information received for questions 1, 3, and 15 due to the presence of personal information.  
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Question 1. In delinquency proceedings, are families and/or youth themselves 

billed for various court-related fees? 
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Question 2. To your knowledge, who imposes the fees? 
 

 

  



Page 4 of 16 

 

Question 3. To your knowledge, are the parents, youth or both ordered to pay the 

fees? 
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Question 4. To your knowledge, does your county charge fees for stays in juvenile 

hall? 
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Question 5. To your knowledge, does your county charge fees for probation 

supervision? 
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Question 6. To your knowledge, does your county charge fees for probation 

investigation? 
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Question 7. To your knowledge, does your county charge fees for the public 

defender? 
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Question 8. To your knowledge, does your county charge fees for drug testing? 
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Question 9. To your knowledge, does your county charge fees for GPS/electronic 

monitoring? 
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Question 10. Do you have a fee schedule (or any other documentation that lists the 

different fees) that you would be willing to share with us? 
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Question 11. Who determines the fee amount? 
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Question 12. Are there standardized criteria that juveniles must meet in order to 

obtain a fee waiver? 
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Question 13. If your county uses electronic monitoring/GPS tracking, what 

company provides that service? 
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Appendix A. Text of CPO survey 
 

1. What is your name? 

  

2. In which county do you work? 

  

3. Can we contact you if we have additional questions? If yes, what phone number and email is 

best? 

  

4. In delinquency proceedings, are families and/or youth themselves billed for various court-

related fees? (i.e., fees for public defender, fee for GPS monitoring, fee for each night in hall, 

etc) 

Yes 

No 

 

5. To your knowledge, who imposes the fees? 

 Judge 

 Financial Hearing Officer 

 Probation 

 Other:  

 

6. To your knowledge, are the parents, youth or both ordered to pay the fees? 

 Youth only 

 Parent only 

 Youth and parent jointly liable 

 Other:  

 

7. To the best of your knowledge, which of the following fees does your county charge? 

If you do not know please check N/A 

 Fee for stays in juvenile hall 

 Probation supervision fees 

 Probation investigation fees 

 Fees for the public defender 

 Fees for drug testing 

 Fees for GPS/Electronic Monitoring 

 N/A 

 Other:  

 

8. Do you have a fee schedule (or any other documentation that lists the different fees) that you 

would be willing to share with us? 

If so, please email it to us at akaplan@berkeley.edu 

 Yes 

 No 
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9. Who determines the fee amount? 

Probation 

Board of Supervisors 

Other:  

 

10. Are there standardized criteria that juveniles must meet in order to obtain a fee waiver? 

Yes 

No 

 

11. If your county uses electronic monitoring/GPS tracking, what company provides that 

service? 

  

12. What county department is responsible for collecting the fees? 

  

13. To the best of your knowledge, what resources (staff, time, money) are devoted to collecting 

fees? 

  

14. What else do you think we should we know about fees in your county? 

  

15. Is there anyone else that you recommend we contact? 

Please include contact information and whether or not we may mention your name. 

  

 


