
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

and for Special Districts, Agencies and Authorities Governed by the Board

Adopted this Resolution on 07/12/2016 by the following vote:

AYE:

NO:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

RECUSE:

Resolution No. 2016/374

Resolution of the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors supporting the adoption of a Complete Streets Policy, and

stating that the next substantial revision of Contra Costa County General Plan Transportation and Circulation Element

shall incorporate Complete Streets policies and principles consistent with the California Complete Streets Act of 2008

(AB 1358)

WHEREAS, the term “Complete Streets” describes a comprehensive, integrated transportation network with infrastructure and

design that allows safe and convenient travel along and across streets for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, persons with

disabilities, motorists, movers of commercial goods, users and operators of public transportation, seniors, children, youth,

students, and families;

WHEREAS, Contra Costa County acknowledges the benefits and value for the public health and welfare of reducing vehicle

miles traveled and increasing transportation by walking, bicycling, and public transportation;

WHEREAS, Contra Costa County recognizes that the planning and coordinated development of Complete Streets infrastructure

provides benefits for local governments in the areas of infrastructure cost savings, public health, mobility diversification, and

environmental sustainability;

WHEREAS, the State of California has emphasized the importance of Complete Streets by enacting the California Complete

Streets Act of 2008 (also known as AB 1358), which requires that when cities or counties revise general plans, they identify how

they will provide for the mobility needs of all users of the roadways, as well as through Deputy Directive 64, in which the

California Department of Transportation explained that it “views all transportation improvements as opportunities to improve

safety, access, and mobility for all travelers in California and recognizes bicycle, pedestrian, and transit modes as integral

elements of the transportation system”;

WHEREAS, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (known as AB 32) sets a mandate for the reduction of

greenhouse gas emissions in California, and the Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008 (known as SB

375) requires emissions reductions through coordinated regional planning that integrates transportation, housing, and land-use

policy, and achieving the goals of these laws will require significant increases in travel by public transit, bicycling, and walking;

WHEREAS, numerous California counties, cities, and agencies have adopted Complete Streets policies and legislation in order to

further the health, safety, welfare, economic vitality, and environmental wellbeing of their communities;

WHEREAS, the Contra Costa County General Plan establishes the Complete Streets philosophy by way of the April 2008

Complete Streets Amendments which accomplishes the following: 

• Specifies that ‘all users’ includes pedestrians, bicyclists, transit vehicles and users, and motorists, of all ages and abilities. 

• Aims to create a comprehensive, integrated, connected network. 

• Recognizes the need for flexibility: that all streets are different and user needs will be balanced. 

• Is adoptable by all agencies to cover all roads. 

• Applies to both new and retrofit projects, including design, planning, maintenance, and operations, for the entire right of way. 

• Makes any exceptions specific and sets a clear procedure that requires high-level approval of exceptions. 

• Directs the use of the latest and best design standards. 

• Directs that complete streets solutions fit in with context of the community. 

• Establishes performance standards with measurable outcomes.

WHEREAS, Contra Costa County therefore, in light of the foregoing benefits and considerations, wishes to further improve its



commitment to Complete Streets and desires that its streets form a comprehensive and integrated transportation network

promoting safe, equitable, and convenient travel for all users while preserving flexibility, recognizing community context, and

using the latest and best design guidelines and standards;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Contra Costa County, State of California, as follows:

1. That Contra Costa County adopts the Complete Streets Policy attached hereto as Exhibit B, and made part of this Resolution,

and that said exhibit is hereby approved and adopted.

2. That the next substantial revision of the Contra Costa County General Plan Transportation and Circulation Element shall

incorporate Complete Streets policies and principles consistent with the California Complete Streets Act of 2008 (AB 1358) and

with the Complete Streets Policy adopted by this resolution.

Contact:  John Cunningham, 674-7833

 
I hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of an action taken and entered on the minutes of the Board of Supervisors on the date shown. 

ATTESTED:    July  12, 2016 

David J. Twa, County Administrator and Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

 

By: , Deputy

cc: Steve Kowalewski,   Mary Halle,   Will Nelson ,   Maureen Toms   


