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141. SUPPORT continued funding for the California Library Literacy and English Acquisition 

Services Program, which provides matching funds for public library adult literacy 

programs that offer free, confidential, one-on-one basic literacy instruction to English-

speaking adults who want to improve their reading, writing, and spelling skills. 

 

Telecommunications Issues 

 

142. SUPPORT clean-up legislation on AB 2987 that provides for local emergency 

notifications similar to provisions in cable franchises for the last 20 years. Currently our 

franchises require the cable systems to carry emergency messages in the event of local 

emergencies. With the occurrence of several local refinery incidents, this service is 

critical for Contra Costa. Under federal law, Emergency Alert System requirements leave 

broad discretion to broadcasters to decide when and what information to broadcast, 

emergency management offices to communicate with the public in times of emergencies. 

 

143. SUPPORT preservation of local government ownership and control of the local public 

rights-of-way. Currently, local government has authority over the time, place, and 

manner in which infrastructure is placed in their rights-of-way.  The California Public 

Utilities Commission is considering rulemaking that would give them jurisdiction to 

decide issues between local government and telecommunication providers. 

 

Transportation Issues  

 

144. SUPPORT increased flexibility in the use of transportation funds.  

 

145. SUPPORT regional coordination that provides for local input in addressing transportation 

needs.  Coordinated planning and delivery of public transit, paratransit, and rail services 

will help ensure the best possible service delivery to the public.  Regional coordination 

also will be needed to effectively deal with the traffic impacts of Indian gaming casinos 

such as those in West County.  Regional coordination also will be essential to complete 

planning and development of important regional transportation projects that benefit the 

state and local road system such as State Route 239, improvements to Vasco Road, 

completion of remaining segments of the Bay Trail, improvements to the Delta DeAnza 

Regional Trail, and the proposed California Delta Trail.  There may be interest in 

seeking enhanced local input requirements for developing the Sustainable Communities 

Strategy for the Bay Area mandated by SB 375 for greenhouse gas reduction.  It is 

important that the regional coordination efforts are based on input gathered from the 

local level, to ensure the regional approach does not negatively impact local 

communities.  “Top-down” regional planning efforts would be inconsistent with this 

goal. 

 

146. SUPPORT efforts to improve safety throughout the transportation system.  The County 

supports new and expanded projects and programs to improve safety for bicyclists, 

pedestrians and wheelchair users, as well as projects to improve safety on high-accident 

transportation facilities such as Vasco Road.  Data on transportation safety would be 

improved by including global positioning system (GPS) location data for every reported 
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accident to assist in safety analysis and planning.  The County also supports the 

expansion of school safety improvement programs such as crossing guards, revised 

school zone references in the vehicle code, Safe Routes to Schools (SR2S) grants, efforts 

to improve the safety, expansion and security of freight transportation system including 

public and private maritime ports, airports, rail yards, railroad lines, rail bridges and 

sidings.  The County also supports limits or elimination of public liability for installing 

traffic-calming devices on residential neighborhood streets. 

 

147. SUPPORT funding or incentives for the use of renewable resources in transportation 

construction projects.  The County seeks and supports grant programs, tax credits for 

manufacturers, state purchasing programs, and other incentives for local jurisdictions to 

use environmentally friendly materials such as the rubberized asphalt (made from 

recycled tires) that the County has used as paving material on San Pablo Dam Road and 

Pacheco Boulevard. 

 

148. SUPPORT streamlining the delivery of transportation safety projects.  The length of time 

and amount of paperwork should be reduced to bring a transportation safety project 

more quickly through the planning, engineering and design, environmental review, 

funding application, and construction phases, such as for Vasco Road. This could include 

streamlining the environmental review process and also streamlining all state permitting 

requirements that pertain to transportation projects. Realistic deadlines for use of federal 

transportation funds would help local jurisdictions deliver complex projects without 

running afoul of federal time limits which are unrealistically tight for complex projects. 

 

149. SUPPORT efforts to coordinate development of state-funded or regulated facilities such 

as courts, schools, jails, roads and state offices with local planning.  The County supports 

preserving the authority of Public Works over County roads by way of ensuring the 

Board of Supervisors’ control over County roads as established in the Streets & 

Highways Code (Ch2 §940) is not undermined. This includes strongly opposing any 

action by a non-local entity that would ultimately dilute current Board of Supervisors 

discretion relative to road design and land use. 

 

150. SUPPORT efforts to coordinate planning between school districts, the state, and local 

jurisdictions for the purposes of:  (1) locating and planning new schools, (2) funding 

programs that foster collaboration and joint use of facilities, and (3) financing off-site 

transportation improvements for improved access to existing schools. The County 

supports the California Department of Education’s current effort to better leverage school 

facilities in developing sustainable communities. Related to this effort, the County 

supports reform of school siting practices by way of legislative changes related to any 

new statewide school construction bond authorization. The County takes the position that 

reform components should include bringing school siting practices and school zone 

references in the vehicle code into alignment with local growth management policies, 

safe routes to school best practices, State SB 375 principles, and the State Strategic 

Growth Council’s “Health in All Policies Initiative.” 
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151. SUPPORT regional aviation transportation planning efforts for coordinated aviation 

network planning to improve service delivery. Regional aviation coordination could also 

improve the surrounding surface transportation system by providing expanded local 

options for people and goods movement. 

 

152. SUPPORT efforts to increase waterborne transport of goods and obtaining funds to 

support this effort.  The San Francisco to Stockton Ship Channel is a major 

transportation route for the region, providing water access to a large number of 

industries and the Ports of Sacramento and Stockton.  A project is underway to deepen 

the channel, providing additional capacity to accommodate increasing commerce needs 

of the Ports and providing better operational flexibility for the other industries.  

Increased goods movement via waterways has clear benefits to congestion management 

on highways and railroads (with resultant air quality benefits).   

 

153. SUPPORT legislative and administrative measures to enhance rail safety, increase state 

oversight of railroad bridges, provide funding for the training of first responders, and 

implement regulations that increase tank car safety standards for cars transporting crude 

oil and other hazardous materials, and regulations that require railroads to share data with 

state emergency managers and local responders. 

 

Veterans Issues  

 

154. SUPPORT legislation and budget actions that will continue the state's annual local 

assistance for County Veterans Service Offices at a minimum of the $5.6 million 

level.  The eventual goal is to fully fund CVSOs by appropriating the full $11 million in 

local assistance funding as reflected in Military and Veterans Code Section 972.1(d).  

County Veterans Service Offices (CVSOs) play a vital role in the local veteran 

community, not only within the Veterans Affairs claims process, but in other aspects as 

well. This includes providing information about all veterans’ benefits (Federal, State and 

local), as well as providing claims assistance for all veteran-related benefits, referring 

veterans to ancillary community resources, providing hands-on development and case 

management services for claims and appeals and transporting local veterans to VA 

facilities. 

 

155. SUPPORT legislation and budget actions that will provide veterans organizations with 

resources to make necessary repairs to, or replacement of, their meeting halls and 

facilities.  Across California, the meeting halls and posts of Veterans Service 

Organizations such as the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars serve as 

unofficial community centers. Many of these facilities are not compliant with Americans 

with Disabilities Act accessibility standards, are not earthquake retrofitted, or have 

deteriorated in recent years due to declining membership and reduced rental revenues as 

a result of the economic downturn.  The County will support legislation that would create 

a competitive grant  program for veterans’ organizations, classified by the IRS as 501c19 

non-profit organizations and comprised primarily of past or present members of the 

United States Armed Forces and their family members, to use for repairs and 

improvements to their existing facilities. 
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2015 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 

 

  

Each year, the Board of Supervisors adopts a Federal Legislative Platform that establishes 

priorities and policy positions with regard to potential federal legislation and regulation.  The 

2015 Federal Legislative Platform identifies 10 funding needs for FFY 2016 and 4 requests for 

the reauthorization of the federal transportation act. 

 

FEDERAL FUNDING NEEDS 

 
The following list is a preliminary ranking in priority order.  Adjustments to the priority order may be appropriate 

once the President releases his budget.  The current priority ranking gives preference to those projects that we know 

will not be included in the President’s budget, with lower priority to Army Corps of Engineers projects which may 

be in the budget.  Also, Army Corps project requests will be adjusted to be consistent with Corps capability.   

  

1.  Delta LTMS-Pinole Shoal Management, CA – $4,500,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers 

to continue a Long Term Management Strategy (LTMS) for levee rehabilitation, dredging and 

sediment reuse in the Delta, similar to the effort completed in the Bay area. Levee work, reuse of 

dredged sediments, dredging and other activities have been difficult to accomplish due to 

permitting problems and a divergence of priorities related to water quality.   Significant levee 

rehabilitation is critical to the long term stability of these levees and to water quality and supply 

for the 23 million Californians who depend upon this water.  Stakeholders from the Department 

of Water Resources, Ports, Army Corps, levee reclamation districts, local governments and other 

interested parties are participating in the LTMS.  A Sediment or Dredged Material Management 

Office will be established, and in the longer term, preparation of a Sediment Management Plan 

will consider beneficial reuse of dredged materials as one potential source of sediment for levees.  
(Note: $500,000 appropriated for FFY 2005; $225,000 for FFY 2006; $500,000 for FFY 2007; $462,000 

for FFY 2008; $235,000 for FFY 2009; $100,000 for FFY 2010; $0 FFY 2011-2013; $930,000 FFY 

2014.)   

 

2.  Safe and Bright Futures for Children Exposed to Domestic Violence –  $400,000 to 

implement the federally funded plan to diminish the damaging effects of domestic violence on 

children and adolescents and to stop the cycle of intentional injury and abuse.  A three year 

assessment and planning process resulted in a program plan that is working to align and create a 

system responsive to the needs of children exposed to domestic violence through identification, 

early intervention; raising awareness; training professionals; utilizing and disseminating data; 

establishing consultation teams to support providers in intervening and using best practices; and 

developing targeted services.  Exposure to domestic violence reshapes the human brain and is the 

primary cause of trauma in children’s lives.  It influences personality, shapes personal skills and 

behaviors, impacts academic performance, and substantially contributes to the high cost of law 

enforcement, civil/criminal justice and social services.  Exposure to domestic violence is 

associated with greater rates of substance abuse, mental illness, and adverse health outcomes in 

adulthood, and substantially contributes to the high cost of law enforcement, civil/criminal 

justice and social services. (Note:  $428,000 appropriated for FFY 2009; $550,000 for FFY 2010.) 
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3.  Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine Clean-up – $483,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers to 

complete the Technical Planning Process for the clean-up project at the source and downstream 

area of the Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine.  The project will clean up the mine in a cost effective, 

environmentally-sound manner with minimal liability exposure for the County and involving all 

stakeholders through an open community-based process.  The Corps initiated a Technical 

Planning Process in June 2008 to develop a preliminary remediation plan, identify applicable 

permit and environmental data requirements and complete a data collection and documentation 

program for the clean-up of the area impacted by the Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine.  Several phases 

of the planning process have been completed, and this appropriation will allow the Corps to 

continue the planning process, which will include looking at watershed issues downstream of the 

mercury mine.   The mine site is located on private property on the northeast slope of Mt. Diablo 

at the upper end of the Marsh Creek watershed.   (Note:  $517,000 appropriated in FFY 2008.)   

 

4. Bay-Delta Area Studies, Surveys and Technical Analysis – $2,500,000 for the Delta Counties 

Coalition to carry out technical analysis and planning associated with participation in the Bay-

Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) or implementation of any projects resulting from the Plan. The 

technical analysis and planning will focus on issues related to the planning of water delivery 

projects and conservation plans that are included in the BDCP.  

 

5.  CALFED Bay Delta Reauthorization Act Levee Stability Improvement Program (LSIP) – 

$8,000,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers for levee rehabilitation planning and project 

implementation.  The CALFED Reauthorization Act, passed in January 2004, authorized $90 

million, which may be appropriated for levee rehabilitation work. The Corps has prepared a 

“180-Day Report” which identifies projects and determines how these funds would be spent.  

Since that time, the breakdown of CALFED, coupled with the Army Corps’ attempts to define an 

appropriate and streamlined process, has delayed funding and resultant levee work.  (Note:  

$500,000 appropriated for FFY 2006; $400,000 for FFY 2007; $4.92M for FFY 2008; $4.844M for FFY 

2010.) 

 

6.  Suisun Bay Channel/New York Slough Maintenance Dredging –   $8,700,000 for the Army 

Corps of Engineers for maintenance dredging of this channel to the authorized depth of minus 35 

feet.  Continued maintenance is essential for safe transport of crude oil and other bulk materials 

through the San Francisco Bay, along the Carquinez Straits and into the Sacramento/San Joaquin 

Delta. Dredging for this channel section is particularly costly due to requirements on placement 

of dredged materials in upland environments. An oil tanker ran aground in early 2001 due to 

severe shoaling in a section of this channel, which creates a greater potential for oil spills (Note:  

$4.559 M  appropriated for FFY 2005; $4.619M for FFY 2006; $2.82M for FFY 2007; $2.856M for FFY 

2008; $2.768M for FFY 2009; $3.819M for FFY 2010; $2.715M  for FFY 2012; $2.495M for FFY 2013; 

$2.026M for FFY 2014.)   

 

7.  San Pablo/Mare Island Strait/Pinole Shoal Channel Maintenance Dredging –   $8,400,000 

for the Army Corps of Engineers  for maintenance dredging of the channel to the authorized 

depth of minus 35 feet.  The Pinole Shoal channel is a major arterial for vessel transport through 

the San Francisco Bay region, serving oil refineries and bulk cargo which is transported as far 

east as Sacramento and Stockton.  (Note:  $1M appropriated for FFY 2005; $2.988M for FFY 2006; 

$896,000 for FFY 2007; $1.696M for FFY 2008; $1.058M for FFY 2009; $2.518M for FFY 2010; 

$3.402M for FFY 2012; $499,000 for FFY 2013; $780,000 for FFY 2014.)   
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8.  San Francisco to Stockton (J. F. Baldwin and Stockton Channels) Ship Channel 

Deepening – $2,700,000 for the Army Corps of Engineers to continue the Deepening Project.  

Deepening and minor realignment of this channel will allow for operational efficiencies for 

many different industries, an increase in waterborne goods movement, reduced congestion on 

roadways, and air quality benefits.  This work focused on establishing economic benefit to the 

nation and initial salinity modeling in the channel sections. The  following steps include detailed 

channel design, environmental documentation, cost analysis, additional modeling, and dredged 

material disposal options. This project continues to have enormous implications for oil refineries, 

ports, and other industries that depend on safe ship transport through the channel.  (Note:  

$500,000 appropriated for FFY 2005; $200,000 for FFY 2006; $200,000 for FFY 2007; $403,000 for 

FFY 2008; $1.34M for FFY 2009; $0 for FFY 2010; $0 for FFY 2011; $800,000 for FFY 2012; 

$1,546,900 for FFY 2013; $800,000 for FFY 2014.)   

 

9. State Route 4 / Old River Bridge Study – $1,000,000 to work with San Joaquin County and 

the State of California on a study of improving or replacing the Old River Bridge along State 

Route 4 on the Contra Costa / San Joaquin County line.  The study would determine a preferred 

alternative for expanding or replacing the existing bridge, which is part of State Route 4.  The 

existing bridge is narrow, barely allowing two vehicles to pass each other, and is aligned on a 

difficult angle relative to the highway on either side, requiring motorists to make sharp turns onto 

and off of the bridge.  The project would improve safety and traffic flow over the bridge. (Note:  

no appropriations for this project as yet.) 

 

10. Knightsen/Byron Area Transportation Study - $300,000 to re-evaluate the Circulation 

Element of the County General Plan (GP) to improve its consistency with the Urban Limit Line 

(ULL) and related policies that ensure preservation of non-urban, agricultural, open space and 

other areas identified outside the ULL.  Policies will be evaluated to provide a more efficient and 

affordable circulation system for the study area, serve all transportation user-groups, support the 

local agricultural economy and accommodate the commuter traffic destined for employment 

centers outside the study area.  Zoning and development regulations would be updated to 

implement the study recommendations.   

 

REAUTHORIZATION OF FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION ACT  

 
The Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), 

expired in 2009. SAFETEA-LU was renewed on ten occasions until the new program, Moving Ahead for Progress in 

the 21st Century (MAP-21) - a two year bill – was signed into law on July 6, 2012.  MAP-21 is a 27-month bill that 

expired September 30, 2014 and was reauthorized until May 2015. The following are priority projects for which 

funding will need to be secured in the next multi-year transportation bill. 

 

1.   Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project -- $18 million for improvements to a 2.5-mile 

accident-prone section of Vasco Road.  Project components include widening the roadway to 

accommodate a concrete median barrier and shoulders on either side of the barrier, construction 

of the barrier, and extension of an existing passing lane.  The project will eliminate cross-median 

accidents which have caused numerous fatalities in recent years, and will provide increased 

opportunities for vehicles to safely pass (unsafe passing is a major cause of accidents and 

fatalities on this segment of the increasingly busy two-lane undivided road).  The project will 

include provisions for wildlife undercrossings to preserve migration patterns.  The proposed 

jcunningham
Highlight



Adopted 2015 Federal Legislative Platform  Contra Costa County 
 

 

      5 

improvements will complement a $10 million completed project that was funded with American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds.  
 

1.b Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project Continuation -- $30 million for improvements to 

the remaining 9 miles of accident-prone sections of Vasco Road.  Alameda County has been 

working on constructing improvements in their jurisdiction and it would be desirable for the two 

counties to work together to complete the gap left in the concrete median barrier near the County 

line.  In addition to completing this gap, Contra Costa desires to extend the concrete median 

barrier further north of the recently completed median barrier project to the Camino Diablo Road 

intersection.  

 

2.   North Richmond Truck Route -- $25 million to construct a new road or other alternate 

access improvements that will provide truck access between businesses and the Richmond 

Parkway, moving the truck traffic away from a residential neighborhood and elementary school.  

This project will increase safety, improve public health around the school and residential area by 

reducing diesel particulate emissions from those areas, increase livability of the neighborhood, 

improve local access to the Wildcat Creek Regional Trail, stimulate economic development in 

the industrial area of the community and provide a better route for trucks traveling to and from 

the Richmond Parkway.  Several potential alignments have been identified, one of which was 

developed through a community planning process funded through an Environmental Justice 

planning grant from Caltrans.  

 

3. Eastern Contra Costa Trail Network -- $11 million for  joint planning, environmental review, 

right-of-way acquisition and construction of a coordinated network of trails for walking, 

bicycling and equestrian uses in eastern Contra Costa County including facilities and projects 

improving access to existing or planned transit stations.  Eligible trails include, but are not 

limited to: (1) the Mokelumne Trail overcrossing of the State Route 4 Bypass ($6 million); (2) 

Contra Costa segments of the Great California Delta Trail ($3 million); (3) a transit supportive 

network of East Contra Costa trails in unincorporated County areas and the cities of Antioch, 

Brentwood, Oakley and Pittsburg ($1 million); and Marsh Creek Corridor Multi-Use Path ($1 

million).  

 

4. eBART Extension Next Phase Study/Environmental and Engineering -- $10 million for 

environmental review and engineering work on the project identified in the Bay Area Rapid 

Transit District’s (BART) eBART Next Segment Study in eastern Contra Costa County. With 

regard to additional stations and eBART rail corridor alignment tasks may include, but not 

necessarily be limited to, completion of environmental review, and partial completion of 

engineering. Additional work may include, but not necessarily be limited to, evaluation and 

refinement of alignment and stations, development of capital and operating costs, land use 

analysis, completion of environmental review including appropriate mitigations, development of 

preliminary engineering, and public outreach. (Potential Program: FTA – New Starts, FHWA/FTA 

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality) 
 

 Rural Road Funding Program – The County supports the creation of a new funding program 

that will provide funds for converting or upgrading rural roads into more modern and safer roads 

that can better handle increasing commuter traffic in growing areas, such as East County. These 

roads do not often compete well in current grant programs because they do not carry as many 
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vehicles as roads in more congested urban or suburban areas. As a result, improvements such as 

widenings (turn lanes, clear zone/recovery areas, etc.), realignments, drainage improvements and 

intersection modifications often go unfunded, leaving such roads with operational and safety 

problems as well as insufficient capacity.  

 

 Transportation Funding for Disabled, Low-income, and Elderly Persons – Transit services for 

elderly, disabled, and low-income persons are provided by the County, by some cities, by all of 

the bus transit operators, and by many community organizations and non-profits that provide 

social services. Increased funding is needed to provide and maintain more service vehicles, 

operate them longer throughout the day, upgrade the vehicle fleet and dispatching systems, 

improve coordination between public providers and community groups that also provide such 

services to their clients, and expand outreach programs to inform potential riders of the available 

services, among other needs.   The County supports continuation and increased funding levels for 

federal funding programs dedicated to transit services for these population groups. All of the 

demographic trends point to a growing need for such services in the future. For example, the 65-

and-older population in the Bay Area is projected to more than double by the year 2030. 

  

 Surface Transportation Program/Highway Bridge Funding – The County supports the 

continuation of funding levels consistent with the Highway Bridge funding program in 

previous transportation funding bills that will provide funds for rehabilitating and replacing 

our aging bridges. The County has several aging bridges with deficient sufficiency ratings.  

Without federal transportation funding, these expensive projects would be deferred because 

they often exceed the County’s funding capacity.  Many of the bridges are on critical 

commute corridors, goods movement corridors, inter-regional routes, and farm to market 

routes. Failure of these important transportation assets can cause major disruptions to the 

transportation network.  The County would also support federal funding for the rehabilitation 

and replacement of rail bridges. 

 

 

APPROPRIATIONS AND GRANTS – SUPPORT POSITIONS 

 
The following support positions are listed in alphabetic order and do not reflect priority order. Please 

note that new and revised positions are highlighted. 

 

Buchanan Field Airport – The County approved a Master Plan for the Buchanan Field Airport 

in October 2008, which includes a Federal Aviation Regulation Part 150 Noise Study and a 

Business Plan for project implementation. The comprehensive planning effort has ideally 

positioned Buchanan Field Airport for future aviation (general aviation, corporate aviation and 

commercial airline service) and aviation-related opportunities. To facilitate the economic 

development potential, the Business Plan prioritizes necessary infrastructure improvements for 

Buchanan Field Airport (including potential replacement of the 60 year old control tower).  

Further, as the Airport is surrounded by urban residential uses, enhancing the noise program 

infrastructure is deemed essential for balancing the aviation needs with those of the surrounding 

communities. The Federal government, primarily through the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA), provides funding for planning, analysis, and infrastructure improvements. The County 

will support funding in all these areas for protection and enhancement of our aviation facility and 

network. 
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Byron Airport – The Byron Airport is poised for future general and corporate aviation and 

aviation-related development, but that future growth and full build out of the airport as shown in 

the Master Plan is dependent upon utility and infrastructure improvements both on and around 

the Airport. The Byron Airport Business Plan prioritizes infrastructure and possible additional 

land acquisition to assist the Byron Airport in fulfilling its aviation and economic development 

potential. The Federal government, primarily through the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA), provides funding for planning, analysis, infrastructure improvements and aviation land 

acquisition. The County will support funding in all these areas for protection and enhancement of 

our aviation facility and network. 

 

East Bay Regional Communication System (EBRCS) – A project to build the East Bay 

Regional Communication System (EBRCS), a P25 Radio System infrastructure for Contra Costa 

and Alameda County.  This system will provide interoperable voice communication in both the 

800 MHz and 700 MHz frequencies to all public safety and public services agencies within 

Contra Costa County and Alameda County.   

 

EBRCS will allow for interoperable voice communication within the region that can be 

integrated with other P25 radio systems outside the geographical area of the EBRCS, for 

example, with San Francisco. This project will provide Level 5 communications which is the 

highest level of interoperable communications.   This project will allow for everyday 

interoperable communications, not just various levels of interoperability during big events or 

disasters in which radio caches are deployed or gateway devices used.  

 

Energy Efficiency & Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program – Advocate/support 

funding up to or above the authorized amount of $2 billion for the EECBG Program established 

and authorized under the Energy Independence and Security Act (EISA) of 2007. The County’s 

ability to continue offering programs/services improving energy efficiency and conservation 

while also creating jobs is contingent upon additional federal funding being appropriated to the 

EECBG Program in 2012 and beyond.  Contra Costa and other local governments have identified 

and designed many successful programs and financial incentives targeting both the private and 

public sector which are now being implemented using EECBG funding authorized through the 

ARRA of 2009.  Funding for the EECBG program is necessary to ensure the nation’s local 

governments can continue their leadership in creating clean energy jobs, reducing energy 

consumption and curbing greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Kirker Pass Road Truck Climbing Lanes – $4.5 million for constructing northbound and $20 

million for constructing southbound truck climbing lanes on Kirker Pass Road, a heavily used 

arterial linking residential areas in eastern Contra Costa with job centers and the freeway system 

in central Contra Costa. The truck climbing lanes are needed to improve traffic flow and will 

also have safety benefits. The $4.5 million will close a funding gap and augment secured 

funding: $6 million in Measure J (local sales tax measure) funds and $2.6 million in State 

Transportation Improvement Program funds.  The $20 million is the total cost of the southbound 

truck climbing lane segment. 
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Northern Waterfront Initiative – support funding for a short-line railroad feasibility study for the 

Northern Waterfront Corridor and a Land-Use Cost-Benefit/Fiscalization study for the Northern 

Waterfront. 

 

Regional Habitat Planning and Conservation – $85 million to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s “Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund” to keep pace with land costs 

and the increasing number of Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) throughout the country.  The 

County will support funding for the Fund to be restored to $85 million, the 2010 funding level.  

This will provide much needed support to regional HCPs in California and nationally, including 

the East Contra Costa County HCP.  Given the prolific growth in the number of regional HCPs, 

the Fund needs to be increased even more substantially in subsequent years. The East Contra 

Costa County HCP has received $35.5 million from the Cooperative Endangered Species 

Conservation Fund in the past eight years and continuing this grant support is of vital importance 

to the successful implementation of that Plan. The County will pursue increasing appropriations 

to the Fund in partnership with numerous counties in northern and southern California and will 

support requests of the California Habitat Conservation Planning Coalition to increase the Fund 

up to $85 million. The County will also request that the California State Association of Counties 

(CSAC) include this Fund increase as a priority on CSAC’s federal platform. 

 

San Francisco Bay Improvement Act – $1 billion restoration bill authored by Congresswoman 

Jackie Speier in 2010 but not passed. The bill, if passed, will help finance restoration of more 

than 100,000 acres of the Bay's tidal wetlands. Funds from the bill would implement a 

restoration plan that was adopted in 1993. In addition to benefits for fish and wildlife, wetlands 

restoration will create new jobs and provide regional economic infusions, as well as protect 

against the effects of sea level rise on the Bay's shores. 

 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage Area – a bill authored by Senator Dianne 

Feinstein in 2010 but not passed.  The bill, if passed, will authorize and fund a National Heritage 

Area (NHA) for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.  The NHA designation would be a first step in 

providing federal resources to agencies in the Delta for economic development and environmental 

protection.   Contra Costa County supports the legislation and participated in a feasibility study 

for the NHA through our seat on the Delta Protection Commission, which completed the study in 

2012. 

 

Vasco Road-Byron Highway Connector – $30 million for design, engineering and construction of 

an east-west connector road between two major arterials that link Contra Costa County with 

Alameda and San Joaquin Counties. The Vasco Road-Byron Highway Connector will improve 

traffic circulation and linkages in the southeastern portion of the County and will provide a new 

route for truck traffic that will remove a significant portion of truck trips which currently pass 

through the rural community of Byron. Vasco Road is designated as State Route 84, and Byron 

Highway is under study as the potential alignment for future State Route 239.  

 

 

 

 

 


