
D R A F T
TRANSPORTATION, WATER &

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
 December 4, 2014

2:00 P.M.
651 Pine Street, Room 101, Martinez

Supervisor Mary N. Piepho, Chair

Supervisor Candace Andersen, Vice Chair

Present:  Mary N. Piepho, Chair   

Candace Andersen, Vice Chair   

Attendees:  Shirley Shelangoski, Parents For Safer Environment 

Margaret Lynwood, Parents For Safer Environment 

Susan Cohen, CCCounty Public Works 

Angela Villar, CCCounty Public Works 

Michelle Blackwell, EBMUD 

Tanya Drlik, CCCounty IPM 

Carrie Ricci, CCCounty Public Works 

Julie Bueren, CCCounty Public Works 

Michael Kent, CCCounty HazMat Ombudsman 

Chad Godoy, CCCounty Agricultural Commissioner 

Marc Watts, CCCounty Legislative Advocate 

Cece Sellgren, CCCounty Public Works 

Richard Long, Parents For Safer Environment 

Doug Allen, CalFire/Office of State Fire Marshal 

Linda Zigler, CalFire/Office of State Fire Marshal 

Tim Ewell, CCCounty Administration 

Susan JunFish, Parents For Safer Environment 

Michael Sullivan, Parents For Safer Environment 

Suzanne Llewellyn, Parents For Safer Environment 

Don Mount, Citizen 

1. Introduction

See the attached sign-in sheet and "Attendees" section above.

2. Public comment on any item under the jurisdiction of the Committee and not on this agenda. Speakers

may be limited to three minutes.

3. Administrative Items. (John Cunningham, Department of Conservation and Development)

No Administrative Items were discussed.

4. Staff recommends approval of the attached Record of Action for the October 9, 2014 Committee meeting with

any necessary corrections.

The Record of Action for the December 4, 2014 Transportation, Water, and Infrastructure Committee

meeting was approved unanimously.

5. Receive report from the Office of the State Fire Marshal regarding their recent review of Kinder Morgan’s

Integrity Management Program.



The Committee directed staff to bring the presentation to the appropriate Municipal Advisory Committees,

and the report to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) on consent. 

6. I. ACCEPT a report on the status of implementing a taxicab permitting process in unincorporated Contra Costa

County.

II. PROVIDE feedback to staff as to how to move forward.

The Committee received the report and approved staff pursuing the regional initiative being proposed and

further directed staff to report back in the July - September 2015 timeframe, and to consider any

implications of newer models of ridesharing such as Uber, Lyft, etc.

7. CONSIDER Report on Local, State, and Federal Transportation Related Legislative Issues and take ACTION as

appropriate including CONSIDERATION of specific recommendations in the report above.

The Committee received the report.

8. Staff is awaiting feedback from the Countywide Bicycle Advisory Committee (CBAC) on these projects. Staff

will consider project recommendations from CBAC as well as TWIC prior to preparing the final grant

applications which will be submitted in January. The County is eligible to submit three final projects – one each

from West, Central, and East County. Although two projects each are being recommended for West County and

East County, only one in each area of the County can be selected for final application to MTC. It is

recommended the Public Works Director be authorized to submit, on behalf of the County, grant applications for

the Transportation Development Act (TDA) 2015/2016 funding cycle for the projects discussed above which

have been determined to be the most competitive for a funding award.

The Committee approved the staff recommendation.

9. RECEIVE Report on PG&E Coordination with Cities and County for Street Light Maintenance.

Background:

The Public Works Department reported to TWIC at the October 2014 meeting regarding the conversion of LS-2

(County-owned) street lights to LEDs and referred this item to the County Board of Supervisors. On November

4, 2014 the County Board of Supervisors authorized the execution of PG&E Proposal Number 2 in an amount

not to exceed $450,000 for PG&E to replace high pressure sodium vapor lights (HPSV) with LED lights on all

County-owned street lights, beginning in December 2014 through February 2015, Countywide.

As the LED conversion project is underway, this report will therefore focus on PG&E’s coordination with Cities

and the County for street light maintenance.

The Letter of Understanding (LOU), dated February 2008, between PG&E and County, states the commitment

of PG&E for open communication and responsive service levels and actions in resolving issues related to street

light performance. Communication channels have continued to remain open by conducting regular discussions

at street light coordination meetings with the County, its constituent Cities and Towns.

Continuing the effort initiated in May 2008, and since reporting to TWIC on December 5, 2013, the County

Public Works Department, PG&E and Cities have met on a quarterly basis. In 2014, meetings took place at

Pittsburg, City of San Ramon, and Contra Costa County Public Works Department. Topics discussed throughout

this year included: 1) Street Light Vandalism (copper wire theft); 2) Street Light Maintenance and Cost-saving

Measures; 3) Light Emitting Diode (LED) Financing and the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)

Rate Schedules; and the 4) Group Lamp Replacement of Street Lights per the Letter of Understanding (LOU)

with PG&E.

The PG&E City/County quarterly meetings were valuable because those present were able to address issues

related to street light maintenance, operations and increased efficiencies and LED conversions and rates.

Topics discussed at quarterly PG&E Street Light Coordination meetings are described in more detail, and continued
on the next page.

jcunningham
Cross-Out

jcunningham
Cross-Out



Thefts of copper wire from street lights in several Cities and unincorporated County areas continue. Some cities 
in the County have opted to secure their electrical boxes with anti-theft devices such as security lids. Some cities 
are using more elaborate measures such as having tracking devices on copper wire to deter vandals from stealing 
the wire.

2) Street Light Maintenance and Cost-Saving Measures

Overall coordination between PG&E, Cities and County on street light repairs is ongoing. Discussions in 2014 
focused less on completion of routine calls for service than in prior years because that has improved a great deal 
over the past 24 months. PG&Es dedicated unit in Fresno has done well with the follow-up on street light 
outages and repairs. This was a team effort between PG&E and street light coordinators in Cities and the 
County. Notification is received – with a reference or case number – for outages reported directly to PG&E’s 
website. PG&E monthly repair reports use this same reference or case number. The result has made the tracking 
of cases and receiving information on closed cases (street light repairs) a much simpler and faster task. The 
County still sends PG&E a list requesting repair updates but response time for the repairs and the timing for 
getting information about the repairs is much improved over the last year.

14-day “routine” repair cases: Response time for most routine repairs has been within 14 days throughout the

year, as stated in the LOU. When an outage repair takes longer, the number of cases is small and the flow of

information and communications regarding the pending repairs is excellent. County staff and PG&E at the

Fresno unit are in constant communication via email. We believe that the ongoing presence of the Fresno unit

will continue to reflect this notable improvement in the notification process by PG&E regarding street light

repairs.

Electric Corrective (EC) 90-day cases: PG&E submits a monthly outage report to agencies. With this report,

agencies can track repairs and also see outages of which they were previously unaware, that may have been

reported directly to PG&E and not come through the County or City which they are located within. This can

allow staff to follow-up, as needed. PG&E continues to provide the County monthly outage reports with

information on outstanding and incomplete repairs for the EC 90-day cases.

With the new improvements in the notification process, PG&E’s Streetlight Maintenance Department is now

sending emails to County staff when street lights are repaired. However, County staff continues to assist PG&E

by providing a list of outstanding cases and requesting their status. In the past, responses were not consistent

and, at times, information about the status of a case was difficult to obtain from PG&E. This has notably

improved in 2013-14 where immediate responses via email are now available to County staff by PG&E.

3) Light Emitting Diode (LED) Financing and the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) Rate

Schedules

• Light Emitting Diode (LED) Financing and related legislation, specifically AB 719 update

Since reporting to TWIC on December 5, 2013 and throughout the year, Tom Guarino, PG&E, has been asked

to deliver updates on legislation, specifically AB 719 which was approved by the Governor on October 7, 2013

and is now a chaptered law. This bill requires the PUC to order electrical corporations to submit tariffs by July

2015 to be used to fund energy efficiency improvements in street light poles owned by the electrical

corporations. The PG&E City/County Street Light Coordination Meetings have not yet had a complete report

about this legislation and the plan to implement. However, there have been draft tariff schedules shared with

those present at the meetings.

• CPUC updates: The CPUC approved a tariff for the conversion of PG&E-owned (LS-1) high pressure sodium

vapor (HPSV) lights to LEDs throughout the state in 2012. As of August 2014, PG&E has an approved rate

schedule for doing the conversions of HPSVs to LEDs.

4) Group Lamp Replacement of Street Lights per the Letter of Understanding (LOU) with PG&E

PG&E’s Group Lamp Replacement Program, which was created to replace HPSV lights across the County and

Cities at the end of their life cycle, has been completed in many areas including Discovery Bay, Brentwood,

Martinez, Richmond, Lafayette, Oakley and Bethel Island; however, other locations remain incomplete at this

time. The group lamp replacement program mainly focuses on areas that may have underground wiring issues

due to third-party digging and damaged wires. Now that the CPUC has approved the rate schedule and the funds

(approximately $50 million) for PG&E to convert HPSV lights to LEDs, the group replacement program should

use those funds and continue the program to install LEDs throughout the County. As discussed at the PG&E

Coordination meeting in October 2014, PG&E plans to do LED replacements on LS-1 (PG&E owned lights) in

2015, 2016 and 2017.

1) Street Lights Vandalism (Copper Wire Theft)



Due to the timing of the start in 2015, we would encourage PG&E to consider adding the County

(Unincorporated Area) to the list of jurisdictions to start in 2015. If this doesn’t take place, that work might end

up falling into the PUC's General Rate Schedule that starts January 1, 2017, which could lead to further delays.

The County has been patient about the group lamp replacement program that was not fully executed by PG&E

and would like to assure that the LED Group Lamp Replacement Program be done as quickly as possible so that

there is consistent and safe street lighting Countywide.

At the recent PG&E Street Light Coordination meetings, there are the beginnings of discussions to revise the

LOU to bring it current with street light technology and repair expectations. One change that will be

recommended is to change the “group lamp replacement” to the conversion in a systematic manner of the high

pressure sodium vapor lights to LEDs. More review at the PG&E Street Light Coordination meetings is needed

before the revised LOU will be ready for Board of Supervisor’s discussion.

Conclusion/Next Steps:

The County, Cities, and PG&E are committed to continue the well-organized and efficient system for street

lights. PG&E’s reorganization and relocation of the call center in 2012 has continued to provide ongoing

program improvements in the timeliness and reporting of street light repairs. PG&E’s Fresno unit group

dedicated to street light outages has improved customer service for the Cities, the County, and PG&E.

1. PG&E, Cities and the County should continue to coordinate on the LED replacement projects throughout the

County.

2. PG&E, Cities and the County should continue to coordinate on and pursue changes to the LOU to reflect the

challenges of 2014 and beyond.

3. PG&E Street Light Coordination meetings should continue on a regular basis as noted in the PG&E Letter of

Understanding (LOU) dated February 22, 2008. These meetings enable City and County staff to collaborate on

street light issues, cost effective methods to assure energy efficient street lighting and safety for the residents and

visitors to the County and City. By working together to develop improvements in street lighting, Cities, the

County and PG&E are able to improve the delivery of excellent quality street lighting throughout the County.

The Committee accepted the report and directed staff to 1) bring it to the full Board of Supervisors, 2) to

coordinate with the District Attorney as appropriate (relative to metal theft targeting), and 3) to contact Town

Manager of Danville (relative to their LED initiative and types of lighting selected).

Recommendations in the report included: 

1. PG&E, Cities and the County should continue to coordinate on the LED replacement projects throughout

the County.

2. PG&E, Cities and the County should continue to coordinate on and pursue changes to the LOU to reflect

the challenges of 2014 and beyond.

3. PG&E Street Light Coordination meetings should continue on a regular basis as noted in the PG&E

Letter of Understanding (LOU) dated February 22, 2008. These meetings enable City and County staff to

collaborate on street light issues, cost effective methods to assure energy efficient street lighting and safety

for the residents and visitors to the County and City. By working together to develop improvements in street

lighting, Cities, the County and PG&E are able to improve the delivery of excellent quality street lighting

throughout the County.

10. Accept Integrated Pest Management Annual Report, and take action as appropriate.

The Committee received the report, directed staff to explore the possibility of using CCTV to publicize the

dangers of using anticoagulant rodenticides for residential rodent control (considering the large private use

of pesticides) and to raise awareness of the bed bug issue in the County  Public Comments were made on

this item and they are attached to this meeting record.

11. The date and time for the next meeting will be announced.

12. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned in the afternoon of December 4, 2014.



The Transportation, Water & Infrastructure Committee (TWIC) will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities planning to attend TWIC meetings. Contact the

staff person listed below at least 72 hours before the meeting. 

Any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda and distributed by the County to a majority of members of the TWIC less than 72 hours prior

to that meeting are available for public inspection at the County Department of Conservation and Development, 30 Muir Road, Martinez during normal business hours. 

Public comment may be submitted via electronic mail on agenda items at least one full work day prior to the published meeting time.

For Additional Information Contact: 
John Cunningham, Committee Staff



Glossary of Acronyms, Abbreviations, and other Terms (in alphabetical order):  Contra Costa County has a policy of making limited use of acronyms,
abbreviations, and industry-specific language in meetings of its Board of Supervisors and Committees. Following is a list of commonly used abbreviations that
may appear in presentations and written materials at meetings of the Transportation, Water and Infrastructure Committee:

AB Assembly Bill

ABAG Association of Bay Area Governments

ACA Assembly Constitutional Amendment

ADA Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

ALUC Airport Land Use Commission

AOB Area of Benefit

BAAQMD Bay Area Air Quality Management District

BART Bay Area Rapid Transit District

BATA Bay Area Toll Authority

BCDC Bay Conservation & Development Commission

BDCP Bay-Delta Conservation Plan

BGO Better Government Ordinance (Contra Costa County)

BOS Board of Supervisors

CALTRANS California Department of Transportation

CalWIN California Works Information Network

CalWORKS California Work Opportunity and Responsibility

to Kids

CAER Community Awareness Emergency Response

CAO County Administrative Officer or Office

CCTA Contra Costa Transportation Authority

CCWD Contra Costa Water District

CDBG Community Development Block Grant

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act

CFS Cubic Feet per Second (of water)

CPI Consumer Price Index

CSA County Service Area

CSAC California State Association of Counties

CTC California Transportation Commission

DCC Delta Counties Coalition

DCD Contra Costa County Dept. of Conservation & Development

DPC Delta Protection Commission

DSC Delta Stewardship Council

DWR California Department of Water Resources

EBMUD East Bay Municipal Utility District

EIR Environmental Impact Report (a state requirement)

EIS Environmental Impact Statement (a federal requirement)

EPA Environmental Protection Agency

FAA Federal Aviation Administration

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency

FTE Full Time Equivalent

FY Fiscal Year

GHAD Geologic Hazard Abatement District

GIS Geographic Information System

HBRR Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation

HOT High-Occupancy/Toll

HOV High-Occupancy-Vehicle

HSD Contra Costa County Health Services Department

HUD United States Department of Housing and Urban

Development

IPM Integrated Pest Management

ISO Industrial Safety Ordinance

JPA/JEPA Joint (Exercise of) Powers Authority or Agreement

Lamorinda Lafayette-Moraga-Orinda Area

LAFCo Local Agency Formation Commission

LCC League of California Cities

LTMS Long-Term Management Strategy

MAC Municipal Advisory Council

MAF Million Acre Feet (of water)

MBE Minority Business Enterprise

MOA Memorandum of Agreement

MOE Maintenance of Effort

MOU Memorandum of Understanding

MTC Metropolitan Transportation Commission

NACo National Association of Counties

NEPA National Environmental Protection Act

OES-EOC Office of Emergency Services-Emergency

Operations Center

PDA Priority Development Area

PWD Contra Costa County Public Works Department

RCRC Regional Council of Rural Counties

RDA Redevelopment Agency or Area

RFI Request For Information

RFP Request For Proposals

RFQ Request For Qualifications

SB Senate Bill

SBE Small Business Enterprise

SR2S Safe Routes to Schools

STIP State Transportation Improvement Program

SWAT Southwest Area Transportation Committee

TRANSPAC Transportation Partnership & Cooperation (Central)

TRANSPLAN Transportation Planning Committee (East County)

TWIC Transportation, Water and Infrastructure Committee

USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers

WBE Women-Owned Business Enterprise

WCCTAC West Contra Costa Transportation Advisory

Committee

WETA Water Emergency Transportation Authority

WRDA Water Resources Development Act

For Additional Information Contact:  Phone (925) 674-7833, Fax (925) 674-7250

john.cunningham@dcd.cccounty.us




