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April 22, 2015 Via Email
Assembly Member Jimmy Gomez, Chair
Assembly Member Frank Begelow, Vice Chair
Assembly Member Richard Bloom

Assembly Member Rob Bonta

Assembly Member lan C. Calderon

Assembly Member Ling Ling Chang
Assembly Member Tom Daly

Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman

Assembly Member James Gallagher
Assembly Member Eduardo Garcia
Assembly Member Chris R. Holden
Assembly Member Brian W. Jones
Assembly Member Bill Quirk
Assembly Member Anthony Rendon
Assembly Member Donald P. Wagner
Assembly Member Shirley N. Weber
Assembly Member Jim Wood

RE: AB1262 (Wood)

Dear Assembly Appropriations Committee Members:

We are writing to express our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications:
Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the
Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account. The bill ﬁ)assed unanimously on
Consent in the Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee on April 20"

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote
ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved
areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with
telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

We think AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the
California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and
California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank Assembly Member Wood for introducing this legislation and we commend the
Assembly Appropriations Committee on your commitment to help close the Digital Divide in
California. Attached is a list and letters endorsing AB 1262 showing widespread support throughout
the state and providing evidence that funding for the regional consortia is fiscally prudent.

Sincerely,
The California Regional Broadband Consortla Leaders
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Revlyn Williams
Executive Director, Manchester Community

Technologies, Inc.
LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL BROADBAND
CONSORTIUM (LACRBC), Los Angeles County

Diana Rodriguez
Director, Digital Learning and Technology,

Youth Policy Institute
LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL BROADBAND
CONSORTIUM (LACRBC), Los Angeles County
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Sara Shapiro Cesar Zaldivar-Motts
Assistant Principal, EI Monte Union High School Executive Director, Southeast Community
LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL BROADBAND Development Corporation (SCDC)
CONSORTIUM (LACRBC), Los Angeles County LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL BROADBAND

CONSORTIUM (LACRBC), Los Angeles County
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Saundra Davis Connie Stewart
Executive Director, Community Centers Executive Director, California Center for
Incorporated (CCI) Rural Policy, CSU Humboldt
LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL BROADBAND REDWOOD COAST CONNECT (RCC), Del Norte,
CONSORTIUM (LACRBC), Los Angeles County Humboldt, and Trinity Counties
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Randy Wagner Shelly Hance
President and CEO, Sierra Economic Executive Director, Amador-Tuolumne
Development Corporation (SEDCorp) Community Action Agency (A-TCAA)

GOLD COUNTRY BROADBAND CONSORTIUM (GOLD  CENTRAL SIERRA CONNECT BROADBAND
COUNTRY) Sierra, Nevada, Placer, El Dorado and Alpine  CONSORTIUM (CSC), Amador, Calaveras,

Counties Tuolumne, Mariposa and Alpine

Nate Greenberg Martha van Rooijen

GISP, IT Director and GIS Coordinator, County  IERB Consortium Manager

of Mono and Town of Mammoth Lakes INLAND EMPIRE REGIONAL BROADBAND

EASTERN SIERRA CONNECT REGIONAL BROADBAND ~ CONSORTIUM (IERB), San Bernardino and
CONSORTIUM (ESCRBC), Inyo, Mono and Eastern Kern  Riverside Counties

Counties

Jodi Mulligan Joel Staker

Project Manager, Valley Vision Network Administrator, City of Watsonville
CONNECTED CAPITAL AREA BROADBAND CENTRAL COAST BROADBAND CONSORTIUM

CONSORTIUM (CCABC) Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo and (CCBC), Monterey, San Benito and Santa Cruz
Yuba Counties Counties
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Linda Best
Retired President and CEO, Contra Costa

Economic Partnership
EAST BAY BROADBAND CONSORTIUM (EBBC),
Alameda, Contra Costa and Solano Counties

G e

Cathy Emerson

Program Manager, Broadband

Organization Development and Facilitation,
CSU Chico

NORTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA CONNECT
CONSORTIUM (NECCC), Siskiyou, Modoc, Shasta,
Lassen, Tehama, Butte and Plumas Counties and
UPSTATE CALIFORNIA CONNECT CONSORTIUM
(UCCC), Lake, Glenn, and Colusa Counties

%ww

Thomas W. West
Non-Voting Chair of the Oversight Committee
NORTH BAY/NORTH COAST BROADBAND

CONSORTIUM (NBNCBC), Marin, Mendocino, Napa and

Sonoma Counties

Cc: Mr. Tony Bui
Ms. Jennifer Galehouse
Mr. John Scribner
Ms. Annabel Snider
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Jennifer Henry Storm
Executive Director, Economic Development
Foundation, San Diego Regional Economic

Development Corporation

SAN DIEGO IMPERIAL REGIONAL BROADBAND
CONSORTIUM (SDIRBC), San Diego and Imperial
Counties

Mike Dozier

Lead Executive, California Partnership for

the San Joaquin Valley, CSU Fresno

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY REGIONAL BROADBAND
CONSORTIUM (SJVRBC), Fresno, Kern, Kings,
Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus and Tulare
Counties

Bruce Stenslie

President and CEO, Economic Development
Collaborative of Ventura County
BROADBAND CONSORTIUM OF THE PACIFIC
COAST, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and
Ventura Counties
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211 San Bernardino County
Access Humboldt

Anza Electric Cooperative
Cal State San Bernardino
California Center for Rural
Policy

CA Emerging Technology
Fund

California State Association of
Counties (CSAC)

Central Coast Broadband
Consortium

Central Sierra Connect
Broadband Consortia
City of Bishop

City of California City
City of Ridgecrest

City of Riverside

City of Tehachapi
Connected Capital Area
Broadband Consortium
Contra Costa Economic
Partnership

Corporation for Education
Network Initiatives in CA
(CENIC)

County of Alpine

County of Del Norte
County of El Dorado
County of Humboldt

County of Mariposa
County of Modoc
County of Mono

County of Nevada
County of Riverside
County of Tehama
County of Trinity
County of Tuolumne
County of Sacramento
County of San Bernardino
County of Shasta
County of Sierra

County of Ventura
County of Yolo

Eastern Sierra Connect
Regional Broadband
Consortium

Economic Development
Collaborative — Ventura
County

Economic Vitality
Corporation

Edgewood Companies
High Desert Community
Foundation

Inland Empire Regional
Broadband Consortium
Kern Community College
Districts



LLake Tahoe South Shore
Chamber of Commerce

Los Angeles County Regional
Broadband Consortia

North Bay/North Coast
Broadband Consortium
Northeastern CA Connect
Consortium

North Lake Tahoe Chamber
Plumas-Sierra
Telecommunications

Praxis Associates

Rural County Representatives
of California (RCRC)

San Bernardino Community
College District

San Diego Imperial Regional
Consortium

San Joaquin Valley Regional
Broadband Consortium
Sierra Ecosystem Associates
Sierra Economic Development
Corporation (SedCrop)
SMARTRiverside

Tahoe Prosperity Center
Town of Mammoth Lakes
Tuolumne County Economic
Development Authority
Upstate CA Connect
Consortium

Volcano Communications
Group

West Kern Community
College Districts

Yuba Community College
Districts
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March 28, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) — Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service:
California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband
Consortia Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access, infrastructure,
planning, service reliability, and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Our region has a
critical need for collaborative broadband planning and strategy to close the digital divide.

We are a member and actively participate with the Consortium and believe in their mission.

The sad fact is that while most of us take our connectedness totally for granted, the digital divide in
Riverside County and San Bernardino County is getting wider. About 600,000 of residents just in San
Bernardino County are NOT connected to the internet by broadband in their homes, putting them at a
serious disadvantage. United Way 211 data shows that 50% of their callers are in this chasm.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication
providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

IERB is actively working on this problem and they provide a path for public officials and community leaders
to be involved in finding solutions to this difficult challenge. Our Consortium created and adopted the
Inland Empire Broadband Infrastructure and Access Plan, which provides contextual framework and
strategy for broadband implementation within the region.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband
deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband
Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund
(CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation. We commend
on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely,

M /X

Gary Madden
Director, 211 San Bernardino County
Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director

United @S
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ACCESS HUMBOLDT
P.O. Box 650, Eureka CA 95502
accesshumboldt.net

15 April 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov
The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

Access Humboldt strongly supports AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service:
California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban
Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

Access Humboldt is a non-profit, community media organization formed in April 2006 to
manage local cable franchise benefits on behalf of the County of Humboldt, California and the
Cities of Eureka, Arcata, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Ferndale and Blue Lake.

Community media and broadband resources of Access Humboldt include: cable access TV
channels; a wide area broadband network with dedicated optic fiber connections to twenty
locations serving local jurisdictions, educational institutions and other public facilities;
broadband access wireless networks; a Community Media Center with studio and other
production equipment and training on the Eureka High School campus; and ongoing operational
support for public, educational and governmental access media services from franchised cable
operator, Suddenlink Communications.

In 2008, Access Humboldt launched the Broadband Policy Project with funding from
ZeroDivide http://accesshumboldt.net/site/zerodivide-funds-broadband-policy-project, to
accomplish three goals: to inform public policy deliberations; to convene local discussions of
regulatory policies; and, to articulate principles for public interest policies - especially regarding
Localism and Diversity.

In 2010, Access Humboldt became the only organization in our region to receive broadband
stimulus funds through the NTIA’s BTOP program. The “Generation ZeroDivide” project
provided training for youth across Humboldt County and adjacent Tribal lands to support digital
literacy and broadband media production skills.

For the past three years, Access Humboldt has been collaborating with the California Center for
Rural Policy, community anchors in Humboldt County and local stakeholders, serving as lead
organization for Humboldt County in the Redwood Coast Region Broadband Consortium.
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Rural and urban regional consortia have been working as part of the California Advanced
Services Fund’s statewide program to address the digital divide, to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with
telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to
come.

Access Humboldt believes that AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of
reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals
acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

Access Humboldt sincerely thanks you, Assembly Member Wood, for introducing this important
legislation. We rely upon your leadership to reach our shared goal of universal access to open
networks for broadband media access.

Please feel free to contact me anytime (c: 707-616-2381, e: sean@accesshumboldt.net) if we can
be of assistance in these and related efforts to address the digital divide across California.

Respectfully,
(signed)

Sean MclLaughlin

Executive Director

Access Humboldt

P.O. Box 157, Eureka, CA 95502
tel: 707-476-1798

fax: 707-476-1702

cel: 707-616-2381

DC: 202-495-0616

e: sean@accesshumboldt.net

Cc: Tony Bui, Liz Snow



ANZA ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, Inc.

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative &t Phone: (951) 763-4333
P O Box 391909 (58470 Highway 371) Anza, CA 92539 Fax: (951) 763-5297
April 15, 2015

VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.qgov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) — Support

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal
Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and
Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access,
infrastructure, planning, service reliability, and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties. Our region has a critical need for collaborative broadband planning and strategy to
close the digital divide.

Anza Electric Cooperative has been actively involved with IERB to bring true high speed
internet access to the 10,000 residents of our service territory. The ability to utilize CASF
grant funding is crucial to our project, due to the high rate of unemployment and low
income that is typical of our area. We believe that by making high speed internet access
available to our area residents, we will be able to improve economic conditions by providing job
opportunities, making telecommuting possible, and creating a more business friendly
environment. IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals, engineers,
healthcare providers, educators, and business leaders together to address broadband service and
close the digital divide in our region.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that support business
start-ups, job retention and economic growth. IERB works to promote and strengthen “Smart
Region” strategies in the Inland Empire to foster regional competitiveness and prosperity for our
communities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote
ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and
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underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working
with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years
to come.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the
California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and
California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation. We
commend you on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely,
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Kevin Short
General Manager

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director
Cc: Danica Mazenko, Senior Field Representative, Assembly Member Brian Jones, 71 District



Economic Development
CLLABORATIVE

VENTURA COUNTY

Board of Directors:

California Lutheran University

California State University
Channel Islands

Calleguas Municipal
Water District

City National Bank

E. J. Harrison Industries
Haas Automation, Inc.
IBEW Local 952 Ventura
Limoneira Company
Macerich, Inc.

Mayerson Marketing
& Public Relations

Meissner Filtration
Rabobank, N.A.

Gallagher SGB-NIA
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Monsanto/Seminis
Southern California Edison

Southern California
Gas Company

St. John's Pleasant
Valley Hospital

Ventura County Federated
Chambers of Commerce

Ventura County
Lodging Association

Ventura County Star
VCEDA

City of Camarillo

City of Fillmore

City of Moorpark

City of Ojai

City of Oxnard

City of Santa Paula
City of Port Hueneme
City of Simi Valley

City of Thousand Oaks
City of Ventura

County of Ventura
Naval Base Ventura County
Port of Hueneme

Legal Counsel:

Law Offices of
Nancy Kierstyn Schreiner

April 15, 2015

The Honorable Anthony Rendon, Chair
Assembly Committee on Utilities and Commerce
State Capitol, Room 5136

Sacramento, CA 95814

VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

RE: AB 1262 (Wood) California Advances Services Fund — Support

Dear Assembly Member Rendon:

| am writing on behalf of the Broadband Consortium of the Pacific Coast to
express our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications:
Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5
million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

As a regional economic development corporation, and as a partner to
numerous stakeholders dedicated to improving broadband connectivity
throughout our region,

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been
working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance
broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state.
AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication
providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to
come.

The continuing allocation of CASF funding to the consortia is essential to
reaching our local priorities, through our partnership with the Broadband
Consortium of the Pacific Coast. Those priorities include identification and
remediation of gaps in local service, accessing and leveraging other public and
private grant funding to improve high-speed connectivity and choice,
improving broadband adoption, particularly among our low-income residents,
and coordinating the work of our local stakeholders in aligning infrastructure,
policy and practice.

Our Consortium and economic partnership believe AB 1262 is essential to
achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment
and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the
California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We would like to sincerely thank you for introducing this important
legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the digital
divide in California.

Respectfully,

Jég’;f?«_-r_'f?‘_.,

BRUCE STENSLIE
President/CEO

Cc: Assemblyman Jim Wood
Tony Bui, Assembly

1601 Carmen Drive #215 = Camarillo, CA 93010 = phone (805) 384-1800 =.fax (805) 384-1805
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Sunne Wright McPeak
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Professor Emeritus

California State University, Sacramento
National Board of Directors AARP
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Rich Motta

Retired Vice President
AT&T

Jeff Campbell

Vice President, The Americas
Global Government Affairs
Cisco Systems, Inc.

Milton Chen

Senior Fellow and Director Emeritus

The George Lucas Educational Foundation

The Honorable Martha M. Escutia
Former California State Senator

Vice President Government Relations
University of Southern California

Barbara Johnston
CEO
HealthLinkNow Inc.

Jim Kirkland
General Counsel

Trimble Navigation Limited

The Honorable Lloyd Levine

Former California State Assemblymember

President
Filament Strategies

Sam Overton

President Emeritus

City of Los Angeles
Commission on Disability

Darrell J. Stewart
Public Sector Manager
Intel, Americas

Carol Whiteside

Partner
California Strategies , LLC

CALIFORNIA EMERGING TECHNOLOGY FUND
www.cetfund.org

The Hearst Building

5 Third Street, Suite 320
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-744-CETF (2383)

1000 N. Alameda Street, Suite 240
Los Angeles, CA 900121
213-443-9952

CETE

ALp
FORNIA EMERGING TECHNOLOGY FUNP

April 16, 2015

Assembly Member Anthony Rendon
Chair, Assembly Committee on
Utilities and Commerce

P.O. Box 942849, Room 5136
Sacramento, California 94249-0063

Assembly Member Jim Patterson
Vice Chair, Assembly Committee on
Utilities and Commerce

P.O. Box 942849, Room 3132
Sacramento, California 94249-0023

RE: AB1262 (Wood)
Dear Chairman Rendon and Vice Chairman Patterson:

The California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF) respectfully submits this
letter to express our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood): Telecommunications:
Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer
$5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account
(from the CASF Revolving Loan Account which has unused funds). AB 1262
only provides for a internal transfer of funds within CASF—it does not involve

any new fees nor any additional appropriation.

CETF is a statewide non-profit organization directed to be established by the
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) with the mission to close the
Digital Divide in California as a result of corporate mergers in 2005. Thus,
CETF is focused on both broadband deployment and adoption, coupled with
ensuring accessible technology for people with disabilities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been
working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance
broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state.
AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with broadband
providers and community stakeholders to cost-effectively use CASF funds.
Historical data shows that regional consortia have been able to generate
information and aggregate demand for the private sector (particularly
smaller companies) that foster successful applications to CASF for workable
deployment projects to reach unserved households.

AB 1262 is piovtal to achieving the goal of 98% broadband deployment
adopted by the Legislature and signed into law in 2013 because high-speed
Internet access projects that reach unserved rural communities require
cooperation with multiple stakeholders and government agencies that often
is either cost-prohibitive or beyond the ability of any single provider.
Further, broadband infrastructure projects must to be tailored to the
particular circumstances of each community and the assets within a region.



The primary role of the regional consortia is to engage all providers and stakeholders to work

together to achieve the 98% deployment goal.

We sincerely thank Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation and we
commend the Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee on your commitment to help close
the Digital Divide in California. Attached is a list of letters to date endorsing AB 1262 showing
widespread support throughout the state and providing evidence that your leadership to continue

funding for the regional consortia is fiscally prudent.

Sincerely,

Sunne Wright McPeak

(S B TR Q%UW

President and CEO Associate Vice President

Cc:  Assembly Member Jim Wood
Assembly Member Katcho Achadjian
Assembly Member Susan Bonilla
Assembly Member Autumn R. Burke
Assembly Member Brian Dahle
Assembly Member Susan Talamantes Eggman
Mr. Tony Bui
Ms. Sue Kateley

Assembly Member Cristina Garcia
Assembly Member David Hadley
Assembly Member Roger Hernandez
Assembly Member Jay Obernolte
Assembly Member Bill Quirk
Assembly Member Miguel Santiago
Assembly Member Philip Y. Ting
Assembly Member Das Williams
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April 15, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

We are writing on behalf of the Connected Capital Area Broadband Consortium
(CCABC) to express our strong support for AB 1262, Telecommunications:
Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5
million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The CCABC isone of 18 consortiain Californiaworking to expand connections
to and usage of high-speed Internet in underserved communities in Sacramento,
Sutter, Yolo and Y uba counties. Valley Vision, anonprofit socia enterprise
focused on economic, environmental and social issues in the Sacramento and
surrounding regions, manages CCABC.

We work in aregion with more than 3 million residents and a footprint of 7,720
miles, from the northern central valley to the peaks of the Sierra Nevada. We
recognize how important broadband is to the future of urban centers and rural
communities, which iswhy since our inception we have worked to expand
broadband deployment and adoption.

For the past three years, these 18 rural and urban regional consortia have been
working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband
adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262
would allow these consortia to continue working with telecommunication
providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

Y ou may know us well or this may be aninitial introduction, but we have
achieved much progressin a short time. The following isabrief list of
accomplishments:

o Prepared broadband as a green strategy outreach, research, reports, and
policy documents, i.e., Broadband and the Environment, Technology
Strategies for Greener California
http://valleyvision.org/projects/broadband-as-a-green-strategy

e Convened aLoca Government Officials Roundtable on broadband, and
continue to support elected officials around broadband policy and

2320 Broadway ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 « (916) 325-1630 + valleyvision.org


http://valleyvision.org/projects/broadband-as-a-green-strategy�

opportunities http://valleyvision.org/projects/| ocal -government-officials-
broadband-roundtable

e Assisted inthe planning and facilitation of the Y olo Broadband Strategic
Plan http://www.yol ocounty.org/general -government/yol o-laf co/shared-
services-initiative/yol o-broadband

¢ Compiled an inventory of adoption and digital literacy assetsin the
region and mapped existing infrastructure and primary gaps, needed to
apply for CASF funding
http://valleyvision.org/sites/files/pdf/bb_scoping_study findings fina _r
eport.pdf

e Created the Wireless Broadband and You communications document
http://valleyvision.org/resources/wirel ess-broadband-and-you

o Implemented Digital Access projects at four area high schoolsin
conjunction with Scholarship Sacramento

e Created an adaptabl e tri-fold broadband resource document for Y uba,
Sutter and Sacramento counties in three different languages

e Convened stakeholders and community partners on a quarterly basis
around key topical areas such as Core Curriculum, Telehealth, and
economic devel opment

e Produced awidely distributed newsletter called e-Connect engaging
more than 1,000 key stakeholders on issues such as grants for broadband
infrastructure and rural county connectivity projects

e Worked with the California Air Resources Board on the AB 32 Scoping
Plan update resulting in the inclusion of broadband as a core
infrastructure

¢ Promoted the pollution-reduction benefits of broadband to the EPA and
to the California Office of Planning and Research among others

We believe AB 1262 is essential to both economic competitiveness and
achieving the state’ s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband depl oyment and
80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California
Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and
California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We commend your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Best regards,

Bill Mueller Trish Kelly Jodi Mulligan-Pfile
Chief Executive Senior Vice President Project Lead

Cc: Toni Bui
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@® Central Coast
Broadband Consortium

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

April 7, 2015

RE: AB1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT
Dear Mr. Stone,

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the Central Coast Broadband Consortium to express our strong support for
AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund
(CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Central Coast Broadband Consortium is a community-based organization that brings together
businesses, local agencies, non-profits and educational institutions in San Benito, Monterey and Santa
Cruz counties with the goal of developing broadband infrastructure in our region and bringing its
benefits to the people who live in our region. For the past 15 years we have successfully backed major
broadband infrastructure and access projects, and contributed to the economic development and welfare
of the region.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication
providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

The Central Coast Broadband Consortium believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s
broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015,
goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).



The Central Coast Broadband Consortium would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood
for introducing this important legislation. We commend on your commitment to help close the digital
divide in California.

Sincerely,

N

Joel Staker

Chair, Central Coast Broadband Consortium
Network Administrator, City of Watsonville
250 Main Street

Watsonville, CA 95076



E“ HUMBOLDT
CCRP

California Center
for Rural Policy

February 27, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the California Center for Rural Policy (CCRP) at Humboldt State University
to express our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service:
California Advance Services Fund (CASF), which would transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban
Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

CCRP is a research center committed to informing policy, building community, and promoting the
health and well-being of the more than five million Californians living in rural and frontier
communities. We recognize how important broadband is to the future of rural communities which is
why since our inception we have worked to expand broadband deployment and adoption.

For the past three years, rural and urban consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous broadband
deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the
state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

CCRP believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the
California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California
Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

CCRP would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important
legislation. We commend on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Respectfully,

\ [

{ \\ — - . .'l
LYWW LL SR TC
Connie Stewart

Executive Director

California Center for Rural Policy, Humboldt State University, 1 Harpst Street, Arcata, CA 95521
707.826.3400 office  707.826.3403 fax  http://www.humboldt.edu/ccrp/



April 13, 2015

The Honorable Anthony Rendon

Chair, Assembly Utilities & Commerce Committee
State Capitol Building, Room 5136

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Assembly Bill 1262 (Wood)
Position: Support
Hearing: April 20, 2015

Dear Assembly Member Rendon,

On behalf of the Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California (CENIC), | am
writing to express our support for Assembly Bill 1262 (Wood). This bill would allow for funds to
be transferred among existing accounts under the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF) in
order to continue funding for regional broadband consortiums.

By way of background, CENIC connects California to the world—advancing education and
research statewide by providing the world-class network essential for innovation, collaboration
and economic growth. The nonprofit organization operates the California Research and
Education Network (CalREN), a high-capacity network designed to meet the unique
requirements of over 20 million users, including the vast majority of K-20 students together
with educators, researchers and other vital public-serving institutions. CENIC’s Charter
Associates are part of the world’s largest education system; they include the California K-12
system, California Community Colleges, the California State University system, California’s
Public Libraries, the University of California system, Stanford, Caltech, and USC. CENIC also
provides connectivity to leading-edge institutions and industry research organizations around
the world, serving the public as a catalyst for a vibrant California.

Specifically, this bill will transfer $5 million from the Broadband Infrastructure Revolving Loan
Account to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account. The funding for
the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant is nearly exhausted, and this bill will
ensure there is continued funding to support the critical work of the regional consortia.

CENIC believes that the work of the regional consortia has been influential in helping to bring
regional stakeholders together to address local broadband needs. CENIC engages and partners
with many of regional consortia so that we can serve those schools without adequate

16700 VALLEY VIEW, SUITE 400 LA MIRADA, CA 90638
1919 FIFTH ST. BERKELEY, CA 94710



broadband access, which is part of our mission, and ensure that all students, parents, teachers,
and administrators can obtain broadband access at home, which is part of the mission of the
consortia. Both facets of access are critical if communities are to be part of this digital age.

CENIC is supportive of efforts to promote the expansion of broadband availability. For these
reasons, we are pleased to support AB 1262, and urge you to vote “aye” on this important bill.

Sincerely,

Lowis Fox

Louis Fox
President & CEO

cc: Members and Staff of the Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee
Assembly Member Jim Wood

16700 VALLEY VIEW, SUITE 400 LA MIRADA, CA 90638
1919 FIFTH ST. BERKELEY, CA 94710



Serving Alpine, Amador, Calaveras,
Mariposa & Tuolumne Counties

March 20, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

[ am writing on behalf of the Central Sierra Connect Broadband Consortia to express our
strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service:
California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban
Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

Our regional broadband consortium, Central Sierra Connect (CSC) is a project managed
by Amador Tuolumne Community Action Agency for the counties of Mariposa,
Tuolumne, Calaveras, Amador and the west side of Alpine. Their mission is to support
the region’s residents, businesses, visitors and organizations through the promotion,
coordination and enhancement of e-technology: broadband access / adoption and
technology education.

Key CSC accomplishments over the past three years:

e Held numerous face-to-face broadband training sessions for a large cross-section
of new users including the disadvantaged and senior populations to increase
education, access and adoption.

¢ Developed and launched the innovative “Broadband Improvement Project” which
netted over 700 responses to help correct errors on the state broadband map.

e Successfully encouraged and assisted an Internet Service Provider (ISP) to apply
for CASF grant funding in all five of its counties.

e Held two regional broadband summits to update community leaders on broadband
issues facing our region.

Critical work that CSC would like to finish over the next two years:

e Once the CVIN fiber project has been completed in our area, CSC expects to
conduct extensive outreach to promote and buildout numerous last mile projects.

e The above-mentioned ISP will need CSC’s continued support for projects just
submitted to the CASF for funding consideration.

e Assisting local jurisdictions in the development and deployment of robust
broadband policies and inclusion of broadband in their respective General Plans.

Bringing broadband to the Central Sierra Foothills: www.centralsierraconnect.org
A project of the AmadorTuolumne Community Action Agency
www.facebook.com/CentralSierraConnect




Central Sierra Connect Broadband

Serving Alpine, Amador, Calaveras,

Mariposa & Tuolumne Counties

For the past three years, our rural consortium and other regional consortia have been
working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband
adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. If passed, AB 1262
would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF and regional goals for the next two years.

We believe AB 1262 is an essential element to achieving the state’s broadband goal of

reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015. These

goals are acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

In addition, we would like express its sincerest gratitude to you, Assemblyman Wood, for
introducing this important legislation. We commend your commitment to this objective:
bridging the digital divide in California!

Respectfully,

e

Shelly Hance
Executive Drector
Amador Tuolumne Community Action Agency

Cc: Tony Bui

Bringing broadband to the Central Sierra Foothills: www.centralsierraconnect.org
A project of the AmadorTuolumne Community Action Agency
www.facebook.com/CentralSierraConnect




CITY OF BISHOP

377 West Line Street - Bishop, California 93514
P. O. Box 1236 - Bishop, California 93515
City Hall 760-873-5863 Public Works 760-873-8458
Fax 760-873-4873

March 23, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
California State Assembly
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0002

RE: Assembly Bill 1262

Dear Assemblymember Wood:

On behalf of the City of Bishop, | would like to extend our utmost appreciation and respect
for authoring Assembly Bill 1262. The City of Bishop supports your effort and the
importance of Regional Consortia to improve broadband resources.

By allocating additional funds into the Rural & Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant
Account, you are ensuring the continued effort of Consortia statewide. The work that has
been done is critical to laying a local and regional foundation for broadband deployment and
adoption. The continuation of Consortia activity is essential to reach State and Federal goals
for connectivity and adoption. We are eager to support your effort and partner with the goals
of the Bill.

In our region, Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortia (ESCRBC) has been
working diligently to gather public support, increase adoption, improve connectivity, and
better the reliability of internet services. Their work has been a critical element of economic
development and initiatives to improve quality of life in the City of Bishop. The continuance
of their work is crucial to closing the digital divide and ushering in modern business
practices, health services, educational resources, and quality of life standards.

The City of Bishop applauds your progressive attitude toward broadband expansion and your
willingness to ambitiously advocate for the continuation of Consortia work. The City of
Bishop officially supports Assembly Bill 1262 and joins the growing list of Cities and Counties
identifying the need for continued advocacy, outreach, and programming on a local and
regional level.

Thank you again for your dedication to remote and rural communities in the expansion of
broadband resources, bridging the digital divide, and providing a critical economic and
quality of life resource to the underserved of California.

Sincerest Regards,

iillgiinns)

Pat Gardner
Mayor



RESOLUTION NO. 15-06

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BISHOP,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, RECOGNIZING THE CRITICAL WORK OF
EASTERN  SIERRA CONNECT REGIONAL BROADBAND
CONSORTIUM IN DEPLOYING BROADBAND THROUGHOUT THE
REGION AND THE NECESSITY TO LEVERAGE BROADBAND
RESOURCES THROUGH THE COTINUATION OF CONSORTIA
ACTIVITY BY STATE FUNDING AS PROPOSED BY ASSEMBLY BILL
1262 AUTHORED BY ASSEMBLYPERSON JIM WOOD.

WHEREAS, Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortium
(ESCRBC) has been actively improving broadband resources through the City and
region through adoption programs, outreach efforts, and networking; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bishop recognizes the need for the continuation of
Consortium activity to develop and leverage broadband resources for economic
development and quality of life; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bishop wishes to partner with ESCRBC in its activities by
providing local leadership and stakeholder advocacy for broadband; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bishop demands universally available broadband at
competitive prices and delivered at reliable, high-level services for the purpose of
supporting economy and standard of living; and

WHEREAS, AB 1262, as authored by California Assemblyperson Jim Wood of
District 2, proposes to reallocate $5 million from the California Advanced Services Fund
(CASF) Broadband Infrastructure Revolving Loan Account (currently at $10 million) to
the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account for the purpose of
continued funding of statewide Consortia;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Bishop formalizes its
support of Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortium and the critical
need for broadband as a resource for a stable economy and high quality of life and
further supports Assembly Bill 1262 in the continuation of Consortia activity and
applauds Assemblyperson Jim Wood for his progressive attitude toward community
and economic development.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPT is 23 day of March 2015.

] et

T GARDNER, MAYOR

ATTEST: Jim Tatum, City Clerk

/

Robin Picken, Assistant City Clerk




COUNTY OF INYO

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CITY OF BISHOP

I, Robin Picken, Assistant City Clerk for the City of Bishop, do hereby certify that the
whole number of members of the City Council of said City of Bishop is five (5); that
the foregoing Resolution No. 15-06 was duly passed and adopted by said City
Council; approved and signed by the Mayor of said City; and attested by the City
Clerk of said City, all at a regular meeting of said City Council, held on March 23,
2015, and that the same was so passed and adopted by the following roll call vote.

AYES: Schwartz, Ellis, Pecsi, Smith, Gardner
ABSENT: None
NOES: None

DISQUALIFIED:  None
WITNESS, my hand and the seal of the City of Bishop this 24th day of March 2015.

(g A

Robin Picken, Assistant City Clerk
CITY OF BISHOP
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City Hall

PHONE (760) 373-8661

21000 HACIENDA BLVD. - CALIFORNIA CITY, CALIFORNIA 93505

March 17" 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
California State Assembly
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0002
RE: AB 1262

Dear Assemblymember Wood,

On behalf of California City, | would like to extend our utmost appreciation and respect
for authoring Assembly Bill 1262. California City supports your effort and the
importance of Regional Consortia to improve broadband resources.

By allocating additional funds into the Rural & Urban Regional Broadband Consortia
Grant Account, you are ensuring the continued effort of Consortia statewide. The work
that has been done is critical to laying a local and regional foundation for broadband
deployment and adoption. The continuation of Consortia activity is essential to reach
State and Federal goals for connectivity and adoption. We are eager to support your
effort and partner with the goals of the Bill.

In our region, Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortia (ESCRBC) has been
working diligently to gather public support, increase adoption, improve connectivity,
and better the reliability of internet services. Their work has been a critical element of
economic development and initiatives to improve quality of life in California City. The
continuance of their work is crucial to closing the digital divide and ushering in modern
business practices, health services, educational resources, and quality of life standards.

California City applauds your progressive attitude toward broadband expansion and
your willingness to ambitiously advocate for the continuation of Consortia work.
California City officially supports AB 1262 and joins the growing list of Cities and
Counties identifying the need for continued advocacy, outreach, and programming on a
local and regional level.



Cify o/ C)a/i/ornia Cily

City Hall

PHONE (760) 373-8661

21000 HACIENDA BLVD. - CALIFORNIA CITY, CALIFORNIA 93505

Thank you again for your dedication to remote and rural communities in the expansion
of broadband resources, bridging the digital divide, and providing a critical economic
and quality of life resource to the underserved of California.

Sincerest regards,

77 oo

nnifer Wood, Mayor of California City

California City
21000 Hacienda Blvd.
California City, CA 93505



CITY OF RIDGECREST

Telephone 760 499-5000

FAX 760 499-1500

100 West California Avenue, Ridgecrest, California 93555-4054

March 18, 2015
The Honorable Jim Wood
California State Assembly
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0002
RE: AB 1262

Dear Assembly Member Wood,

On behalf of the City of Ridgecrest, | would like to extend our utmost appreciation and respect for
authoring Assembly Bill 1262. The City of Ridgecrest supports your effort and the importance of Regional
Consortia to improve broadband resources.

By allocating additional funds into the Rural & Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account, you
are ensuring the continued effort of Consortia statewide. The work that has been done is critical to laying
a local and regional foundation for broadband deployment and adoption. The continuation of Consortia
activity is essential to reach State and Federal goals for connectivity and adoption. We are eager to
support your effort and partner with the goals of the Bill.

In our region, Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortia (ESCRBC) has been working
diligently to gather public support, increase adoption, improve connectivity, and better the reliability of
internet services. Their work has been a critical element of economic development and initiatives to
improve quality of life in the City of Ridgecrest. The continuance of their work is crucial to closing the
digital divide and ushering in modern business practices, health services, educational resources, and
quality of life standards.

The City of Ridgecrest applauds your progressive attitude toward broadband expansion and your
willingness to ambitiously advocate for the continuation of Consortia work. The City of Ridgecrest
officially supports AB 1262 and joins the growing list of Cities and Counties identifying the need for
continued advocacy, outreach, and programming on a local and regional level.

Thank you again for your dedication to remote and rural communities in the expansion of broadband
resources, bridging the digital divide, and providing a critical economic and quality of life resource to the
underserved of California.

Sincerest regardqs,
/
L4iq sl
Peggy Breeden, Mayor of Ridgecrest
City of Ridgecrest

100 W. California Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
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Diverse ® Inclusive ® Committed

| CITY OF

RIVERSIDE

March 31, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood)— Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California
Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia
Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access, infrastructure,
planning, service reliability, and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Our region has a
critical need for collaborative broadband planning and strategy to close the digital divide.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that support business start-ups, job
retention and economic growth. IERB works to promote and strengthen “Smart Region” strategies in the
Inland Empire to foster regional competitiveness and prosperity for our communities. :

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout
the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals, engineers, healthcare providers, educators, and
business leaders together to address broadband and close the digital divide.

We are a member and actively participate with the Consortium and believe in their mission.
The Consortium created and adopted the Inland Empire Broadband Infrastructure and Access Plan, which
provides contextual framework and strategy for broadband implementation within the region.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband
deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council
(CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation. We commend on
your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

h—SSaS EEem

Sincerely,

Mayor Rusty Bailey

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director
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March 11", 2015 C AL FORN

The Honorable Jim Wood
California State Assembly
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0002
RE: AB 1262

Dear Assemblymember Wood,

On behalf of the City of Tehachapi, | would like to extend our utmost appreciation and respect for authoring
Assembly Bill 1262. The City of Tehachapi supports your effort and the importance of Regional Consortia to
improve broadband resources.

By allocating additional funds into the Rural & Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account, you are
ensuring the continued effort of Consortia statewide. The work that has been done is critical to laying a local and
regional foundation for broadband deployment and adoption. The continuation of Consortia activity is essential to
reach State and Federal goals for connectivity and adoption. We are eager to support your effort and partner with
the goals of the Bill.

In our region, Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortia (ESCRBC) has been working diligently to gather
public support, increase adoption, improve connectivity, and better the reliability of internet services. Their work
has been a critical element of economic development and initiatives to improve quality of life in the City of
Tehachapi. The continuance of their work is crucial to closing the digital divide and ushering in modern business
practices, health services, educational resources, and quality of life standards.

The City of Tehachapi applauds your progressive attitude toward broadband expansion and your willingness to
ambitiously advocate for the continuation of Consortia work. The City of Tehachapi officially supports AB 1262 and
joins the growing list of Cities and Counties identifying the need for continued advocacy, outreach, and
programming on a local and regional level.

Thank you again for your dedication to remote and rural communities in the expansion of broadband resources,
bridging the digital divide, and providing a critical economic and quality of life resource to the underserved of

California.

Sincerest regards,

Susan Wiggins, Mayor of Tehachapi
City of Tehachapi

115 S. Robinson St.
Tehachapi, CA 93561

0@ Pebovah Hess

115 South Robinson Street | Tehachapi, California 93561-1722
(661) 822-2200 | Fax: (661) 822-8559
www.tehachapicityhall.com



CITY OF TEHACHAPI

RESOLUTION 20-15

IN SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY BILL 1262 AND BROADBAND REGIONAL CONSORTIA

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TEHACHAPI RECOGNIZING THE CRITICAL WORK OF EASTERN SIERRA CONNECT
REGIONAL BROADBAND CONSORTIUM IN DEPLOYING BROADBAND THROUGHOUT THE REGION AND THE
NECESSITY TO LEVERAGE BROADBAND RESOURCES THROUGH THE COTINUATION OF CONSORTIA ACTIVITY BY
STATE FUNDING AS PROPOSED BY ASSEMBLY BILL 1262 AUTHORED BY ASSEMBLYPERSON JIM WOOD.

WHEREAS, Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortium (ESCRBC) has been actively improving
broadband resources through adoption programs, outreach efforts, and networking, and

WHEREAS, the City of Tehachapi recognizes the need for the continuation of Consortium activity to develop and
leverage broadband resources for economic development and quality of life, and

WHEREAS, the City of Tehachapi wishes to partner with ESCRBC in its activities by providing local leadership and
stakeholder advocacy for broadband, and

WHEREAS, the City of Tehachapi demands universally available broadband at competitive prices and delivered at
reliable, high-level services for the purpose of supporting economy and standard of living, and

WHEREAS, AB 1262, as authored by California Assemblyperson Jim Wood of District 2, proposes to reallocate $5
million from the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF) Broadband Infrastructure Revolving Loan Account
(currently at $10 million) to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account for the purpose of
continued funding of statewide Consortia.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TEHACHAPI AS FOLLOWS:
1. That the foregoing recitals are true and correct.

2. That the City of Tehachapi hereby declares its support of Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband
Consortium and the critical need for broadband as a resource for a stable economy and high quality of life and further
supports Assembly Bill 1262 in the continuation of Consortia activity and applauds Assemblyperson Jim Wood for
his progressive attitude toward community and economic development.

ADOPTED, AND APPROVED, this 6t day of April 2015, by the following vote:
AYES: WIGGINS, NIXON, GRIMES, WAHLSTROM

NOES: NONE

ABSENT: SMITH

ABSTAIN: NONE

ATTEST: AML - /U“erm,a
Susan Wiggins, Mayor
Pwctmog

City Clerk




April 14, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the Contra Costa Economic Partnership to express our strong support for AB
1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to
transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Contra Costa Economic Partnership (Partnership) is a coalition of business, education and public
sector leaders dedicated to promoting economic vitality and an excellent quality of life in the East Bay
region. The Partnership works collaboratively to support and expand existing businesses, and to attract
high-wage, high-skill jobs and emerging technology companies to the region. The Partnership proudly
serves as the fiscal agent of the East Bay Broadband Consortium (EBBC), a regional initiative covering
Alameda, Contra Costa and Solano counties focused on improving Broadband (high-speed Internet)
deployment, access and adoption in the East Bay. EBBC has 41 formal organizational and institutional
members and has been endorsed by 25 leadership organization.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunications
providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

The Partnership strongly believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of
reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by
the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California
Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

The Partnership sincerely thanks you, Assembly Member Wood, for your leadership and for introducing
this important legislation. We applaud your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Warmest regards,

Kristin Connelly
Executive Director

1355 Willow Way, Suite 253, Concord, CA 94520 — (925)246-1880 V * (925)674-1654 F * www.cceconptnr.org
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COUNTY OF ALPINE
Board of Supervisors

April 7,2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Supervisors for Alpine County to express our strong
support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance
Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband
Consortia Grant Account.

Our regional broadband consortium, Central Sierra Connect (CSC) is a project managed by
Amador Tuolumne Community Action Agency for the counties of Mariposa, Tuolumne,
Calaveras, Amador and the west side of Alpine. Their mission is to support the region’s
residents, businesses, visitors and organizations through the promotion, coordination and
enhancement of e-technology: broadband access / adoption and technology education.

Key CSC accomplishments over the past three years:

o Held numerous face-to-face broadband training sessions for a large cross-section of new
users including the disadvantaged and senior populations to increase education, access
and adoption.

e Developed and launched the innovative “Broadband Improvement Project” which netted
over 700 responses to help correct errors on the state broadband map.

e Successfully encouraged and assisted an Internet Service Provider (ISP) to apply for
CASF grant funding in all five of its counties.

o Held two regional broadband summits to update community leaders on broadband issues
facing our region.

Critical work that CSC would like to finish in the next two years:
e Once the CVIN fiber project has been completed in our area, CSC expects to conduct
extensive outreach to promote and buildout numerous last mile projects.
e The above-mentioned ISP will need CSC’s continued support for projects just submitted
to the CASF for funding consideration.
e Assisting local jurisdictions in the development and deployment of robust broadband
policies and inclusion of broadband in their respective General Plans.

P.O. Box 168 / 99 Water Street, Markleeville, CA 96120 (630) 694-2281 / Fax (530) 694-2491
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For the past three years, our rural consortium and other regional consortia have been working to
promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and
underserved areas throughout the state. If passed, AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue
working with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF
and regional goals for the next two years.

The Alpine County Board of Supervisors believes AB 1262 is an essential element to achieving
the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for
California by 2015. These goals are acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC);
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund
(CETF).

At this time, the Alpine County Board of Supervisors would like express its sincerest gratitude to
you, Assemblyman Wood, for introducing this important legislation. We commend your
commitment to this objective: bridging the digital divide in California!

Respectfully,
Katherine Rakow
Board Chair
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COUNTY OF DEL NORTE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

981 “H” Street, Suite 200
Crescent City, California 95531

Phone A Fax
(707) 464-7204 (707) 464-1165

March 10, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
Assembly Member, Assembly District 2

State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT

Dear Assemblly Member Wood:

The County of Del Norte supports AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal
Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), which would transfer $5.0 million to

the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to
promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in

unserved and underserved areas throughout the state.

AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers

and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

The County of Del Norte believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband
__._goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80%_ adoption for California by 2015,

goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities

Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this
important legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the digital

divide in California.




Respectfully,

PN
bayid phigafl fcnad

Board of Supervisors
Del Norte County, California

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director, Assembly Member Wood: Tony.bui@asm.ca.gov
Connie Stewart, California Center for Rural Policy: ces54@humboldt.edu




County or EL. Dorapo BoARrD OF SUPERVISORS

. RON MIKULACO
” 330_ F:n(': ng%? District 1
acervill
; SHIVA FRENTZEN
(530) 621-5390 District I
(530) 622-3645 Fax BRIAN K. VEERKAMP
District Il
Michael Ranalli
JAMES S. MITRISIN District IV
Clerk of the Board Sue Novasel
District V

April 14, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol ’

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

As the District V Supervisor for the County of El Dorado representing a predominantly rural,
underserved area from Lake Tahoe’s West Shore, Meyers and Pollock Pines, I am pleased to
provide my support for Assembly Bill 1262 (Telecommunications: Universal Service: California
Advance Services Fund) to transfer $5 million to the Rural and urban Regional Broadband
Consortia Grant Account.

Broadband is critically important for rural, unserved and underserved areas and AB 1262 would
allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and community
stakeholders to promote development, deployment and expansion efforts for state, regional and
local goals; the same goals endorsed and pursued by the California Broadband Council, the
California Public Utilities Commission and the California Emerging Technology Fund.

Please add my name, on behalf of my constituency that, during peak seasons at Lake Tahoe, can
number in the hundreds of thousands of visitors and part time residents, and on behalf of
businesses along the major, albeit underserved, corridors of US Highway 50 and US Highway
89, along with the many underserved areas of El Dorado County, in support of AB 1262.

s WMQ/
Sue Nov%uigsme iSOr

District V, El Dorado County
530.621.6577

sue.novasel@edcgov.us



AGENDA ITEM NO.

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

For the meeting of: March 10, 2015

Date: March 03, 2015

To: Board of Supervisors

From: Supervisor Rex Bohn

Subject: AB 1262 (Assembly Member Wood) Telecommunication: Universal Service: California

Advance Services Fund which would Transfer $5 Million to Rural and Urban Regional
Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

RECOMMENDATION(S): That the Board of Supervisors authorize the Chair to sign a letter in support of
AB 1262.

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

DISCUSSION: AB 1262 would transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia
Grant Account, and is vital in promoting broadband deployment and advancing broadband adoption in
unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. The Board continues to recognize the importance of
broadband to rural communities and is sending a letter in support of this very important legislation.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/A

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: N/A

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Board discretion.

ATTACHMENTS:  Bill Text and Letter of Support

Prepared by Kathy Haves Signature
REVIEW: /
Auditor County Counsel Personnel ___ Risk Manager _ nher ==
TYPE OF ITEM: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
XX Consent Upon motion of Supervisor Seconded by Supervisor
Departmental
Public Hearing Ayes
Oiher Mays
Abstain
PREVIOUS ACTION/REFERRAL: Absent
Board Order Mo, _ and carried by those members present, the Board herchy approves the
recommended action contained in this Board report.
Meeting oft
Drated:
By:

Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board



March 10, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

| am writing on behalf of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors to express our support for
AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund
(CASF), which would transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia
Grant Account.

We are committed to building community, and promoting the health and well-being of the more
than five million Californians living in rural and frontier communities. We recognize how
important broadband is to the future of rural communities which is why we have worked
diligently to expand broadband deployment and adoption.

For the past three years, rural and urban consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years 1o come.

Our Board believes that AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching
98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by
the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and
California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We wholeheartedly thank you for introducing this important legislation, and comment you for
your efforts to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely,
Estelle Fennell, Chair
Humboldt County Board of Supervisors

EF:kh



Mariposa County
Board of Supervisors

District 1 ... ROSEMARIE SMALLCOMBE

Mary Hobpson
County Administrative Officer

RenE LARocHE
Clerk of the Board

P.O. Box 784
District 2 .......ccoooen. MERLIN JONES Mariposa, CA 95338
BT 3 A JR—— MARSHALL LONG (209) 966-3222
IStHICE 4 ..vooovoeeen, Kevin CANN (800) 736-1252
Ellaces c Fax (209) 966-5147
Districtis woumampvissssses JoHN CARRIER www.mariposacounty.org/board
April 7, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov
The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

The Mariposa County Board of Supervisors supports Assembly Bill 1262, which authorizes an
internal transfer of moneys collected for the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF) to fund
the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

Mariposa County is located at the southern end of the California’s Mother Lode Region. It has a
population of approximately 18,000 and the topography varies from steep, rugged mountains and
drainages to rolling hills of grass and oak woodlands. Internet access also varies considerably,
from good high speed internet access to dial up. Some areas are well served with broadband
access; others are unserved. It is imperative to Mariposa’s economy and to its children that
access to basic telecommunication services, especially broadband, is universally available.

Our regional broadband consortium, Central Sierra Connect (CSC) is a project managed by
Amador Tuolumne Community Action Agency for the counties of Mariposa, Tuolumne,
Calaveras, Amador and the west side of Alpine. Their mission is to support the region’s
residents, businesses, visitors and organizations through the promotion, coordination and
enhancement of broadband access, adoption and technology education.

Key CSC accomplishments over the past three years:

e Held numerous face-to-face broadband training sessions for a large cross-section of new
users including the disadvantaged and senior populations to increase education, access
and adoption.

e Developed and launched the innovative “Broadband Improvement Project” which netted
over 700 responses to help correct errors on the State broadband map.

e Successfully encouraged and assisted an Internet Service Provider (ISP) to apply for
CASF grant funding in all five of its counties.

e Held two regional broadband summits to update community leaders on broadband issues
facing our region.

Mariposa County - - An Equal Opportunity Employer



Critical work that CSC would like to finish over the next two years:
e Once the CVIN fiber project has been completed in our area, CSC expects to conduct
extensive outreach to promote and build out numerous last mile projects.
e The above-mentioned ISP will need CSC’s continued support for projects just submitted
to the CASF for funding consideration.
e Assisting local jurisdictions in the development and deployment of robust broadband
policies and inclusion of broadband in their respective General Plans.

For the past three years, Mariposa’s rural consortium and other regional consortia have been
working to promote univeral broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in
unserved and underserved areas throughout the State. If passed, AB 1262 would allow consortia
to continue working with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to
promote CASF and regional goals for the next two years.

The Mariposa County Board of Supervisors appreciates this important legislation and we
commend your commitment to bridging the digital divide in California.

Respectfully,

T atees

MERLIN JONE
Board Chair

cet Regional County Representatives of California
California State Association of Counties
Mary Hodson, Mariposa County Administrative Officer



DAVID ALLAN

1% District STEPHANIE WELLEMEYER
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2" District
AMBER M. MASON
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3rd District

204 S, COURT STREET
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JAMES WILLS
4th District

(530) 233-6201
FAX (530) 233-2434

GERIBYRNE
Sth District

April 14, 2015

PUN 4

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood)} — Letter of Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Modoc County Board of Supervisors, and the broadband interests of all Modoc County residents,
business owners, educators, students, visitors and public safety/1st responders, I'we support AB 1262 (Wood),
Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 Mitlion to
the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Northeastern CA Connect Consortium (NECCC) was started in January 2012, and in partnership with its
counterpart, the Upstate CA Connect Consortium (UCCC), garnered community support from muitiple
stakeholders representing twelve counties that fostered development and submission of the Northern CA Regional
Middle Mile Infrastructure Plan on 1/31/13. This NC RMMI plan proposed to leverage existing fiber
infrastructure, build new routes to connect the currently independent and isolated networks and thereby would
have interconnected Modoc to CA’s northern counties via redundant and diverse fiber backhaul routes, bringing
Modoc County into the 21st Century. Unfortunately, the majority of the proposed project areas were ultimately
dis-allowed, hence the entire project was withdrawn due to unsustainability, Today, if efforts to deploy
broadband infrastructure throughout northern CA’s rural remote areas are to be successtul, there is still a great
deal of work to be done, because it is the lack of middle mife broadband infrastructure that restricts access to last
mile broadband services, whether via land-line fiber, cable, or fixed wireless networks,

We believe the regional broadband planning consortia have made significant progress in promoting the
development of broadband deployment projects to advance broadband access in unserved and underserved areas
of CA’s counties, however, there remain too many bartiers deterring both national, regional and local Internet
service providers from investing their own capital funds, fargely due to lack of return on investment (ROI): rural
remote areas by definition lack population density and therefore are not attractive to service providers because
they lack potential for enough revenue to be traditionally profitable. For example, Frontier deployed fiber along
Rte 299 from Palo Cedro through Alturas out past Cedarville in September of 2010, and has yet to make fiber to
the premises (fitp) or fiber to the home (fith) connections that are affordable to Modoc County residents. Today,
the libraries will be able to upgrade their current T-1 lines via CENIC’s educational network backbone, yet the
Modoc County Administration is still limited to DSL (digital subscriber line), which is as slow as dial-up.




DAVID ALLAN
15 District STEPHANIE WELLEMEYER
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PATRICIA CULLINS BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
2 District
AMBER M, MASON

KATHIE ALVES DEPUTY CLERK OF THE
3rd District BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
JAMES WILLS 204 S. COURT STREET
4th District ALTURAS, CALIFORNIA 96101
GERI BYRNE (530)233-6201

5th District Fax (530)233-2434

Additionally, through data research and analysis conducted by the Geographical Information Center at CSU,
Chico on the CA Broadband Availability data collected by the state, per Round 10 (June 2014), currently there
remain 541,118 Households statewide without access to broadband wireline services at or above the state’s
minimuin speeds, representing 4.3% of the entire state’s total houscholds. Here in Modoc County, 32.3% of our
4,099 households remain unserved. Should the state decide to raise the minimum speed for broadband to 25
Mgbs down and 3 Mgbs up, 100% of all Modoc County Households will be unserved,

AB 1262 will allow NECCC and other consortia statewide to continue outreach and community efforts to
promote development of broadband infrastructure grant applications. Withont additional future funding, the work
of ali seventeen (17) regional broadband planning consortia that commenced in January of 2012 will halt, severely
limiting any future efforts in 85% of the state (49 of CA’s 58 counties).

We endorse AB 1262, and we recommend language be included in the Bill that specifies the grant funds are to be
used by the regional consortia to:

1) Assist in the engineering and design of infrastructure projects to meet the unserved and underserved
conununities across the state;

2) Promote the adoption of language that stipulates “broadband is fundamental infrastructure” as part of counties’
General Plans; and

3) Facilitate the establishment of an ongoing mechanism in every county ensuring that broadband keeps pace with
today’s evolving standards.

Modoc County Board of Supervisors would iike to sincerely thank you, Assembly Member Wood for introducing
this important legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the broadband divide in
California,

Respecttully,
ﬁ/”" ;o - Foa , {‘k /,,,‘,mw
/){/ ekl s Sl AT - y
éathie Alves Y
Chair

cc: Tony Bui, Staff to Assembly Member Wood
Assemblymember Brian Dahle
Sunne McPeak, Pres & CEOQ, CETF
Gladys Palpallatoc, Assoc. V.P, CETF
Paul Smith, Rural County Representatives of California
CASF’s Regional Broadband Consortia Leaders
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF MONO

P.O. BOX 715, BRIDGEPORT, CALIFORNIA 93517
(760) 932-5530 ¢ FAX (760) 932-5531

February 6, 2015

Paul Smith, Senior Legislative Analyst
Rural County Representatives of California
12 15 K St. #1650

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Smith:

On behalf of the Mono County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to add our support for the continuing
work of the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia. Mono County deeply appreciates the
language you, on behalf of RCRC, submitted to legislative counsel two weeks ago asking for a transfer of
$5-6 million from the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF) Revolving Loan Account into the
Regional Consortia Account so that the work of the consortia can be sustained for two more years. This
funding would continue to support efforts to expand broadband to rural areas and to provide digital
literacy outreach and programs.

There is much more deployment needed to provide access to underserved and un-served areas for
residential and business usage. In Mono County, all aspects of our rural communities require access to
high functioning broadband and as home to Digital 395, the world’s premiere middle mile project, we
must finish the work of connecting communities. We are not alone in this and there is an unfinished
amount of work to bringing broadband to all Californians.

In Mono County, the expansion of broadband to rural areas of California is our one of our highest
priorities. This is a transformative economic development and community sustainability issue. In order
to sustain businesses in rural communities and improve our local economies, we need robust
broadband infrastructure. The consortia has been working and continues to work on this as a top
priority. We want to help our regions turn in quality infrastructure grant applications in the foreseeable
future.

Mono County has the fortune of being one of the most fantastic destinations in the world for an
international range of visitors. However, the quality of life for residents who provide public and private
services and are our community backbone will only be maintained by the continuing needed investment
in broadband. We hope that RCRC efforts can get the funding shifted to support this ongoing effort.

T4 s 78

Timothy E Fesko, Chair
Mono County Board of Supervisors

cc:  Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC)
California State Association of Counties (CSAC)
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COUNTY OF NEVADA

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Julie Patterson Hunter
Interim Clerk of the Board

March 31, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0002

RE: Assembly Bill 1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the County of Nevada, I offer my strong support for your bill, AB 1262,
Telecommunications: Universal Service: CASF, to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban
Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

AB 1262 will allow statewide Consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers
and key community stakeholders to ensure unserved and underserved needs are met and we
continue to recover from the “Great Recession”.

Consortia work is tireless as our county’s rural conditions and topography present enormous
deployment challenges. AB 1262 will allow us to continue our partnerships and collaborative
efforts to help make a “Real Difference, Right Now!” for our mostly rural communities.

AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband
deployment and 80% adoption for California, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband
Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging
Technology Fund (CETF).

Thank you for introducing this important legislation and for your hard work.

Zes2. / /

Edward C. Scofield *
Chair, Board of Superv1sors

Slncerely,

Copied to:
Assembly Member Brian Dahle

Senator Ted Gaines
Nevada County Board of Supervisors
Greg Norton, President/CEO, Rural County Representatives of California

950 Maidu Avenue, Suite 200, Nevada City CA 95959-8617
phone: 530.265.1480 | fax: 530.265.9836 | toll free: 888.785.1480 | email: bdofsupervisors@co.nevada.ca.us
website: http://www.mynevadacounty.com/nc/bos

PRINTED ON RECYLED PAPER



Tom Mullen
Geographic Information Officer

March 28, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov
The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) — Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services
Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access, infrastructure, planning, service reliability,
and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Our region has a critical need for collaborative broadband planning and
strategy to close the digital divide.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that support business start-ups, job retention and
economic growth. |ERB works to promote and strengthen “Smart Region” strategies in the Inland Empire to foster regional
competitiveness and prosperity for our communities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and
to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to
continue working with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals, engineers, healthcare providers, educators, and business leaders
together to address broadband and close the digital divide.

We are a member and actively participate with the Consortium and believe in their mission. The Consortium created and adopted
the Inland Empire Broadband Infrastructure and Access Plan, which provides contextual framework and strategy for broadband
implementation within the region.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption
for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC);
and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation. We commend on your commitment to
help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely,
Tom Mullen

Tom Mullen
Geographic Information Officer
Riverside County, California

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director
Martha van Rooijen, Consortium Manager




County Executive

Board of Supervisors
Bradley J. Hudson

Phillip R. Serna, District 1
Patrick Kennedy, District 2
Susan Peters, District 3
Navdeep S. Gill Roberta MacGlashan, District 4
County of Sacramento Don Nottoli, District 5

Assistant County Executive

April 14, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
California State Assembly
State Capitol Room, 5164
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1262 (Wood). Telecommunications. Universal Service. California
Advanced Services Fund.

Dear Assemblyman Wood,

On behalf of the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors, I write to express the County’s
support for your Assembly Bill 1262, which would transfer $5 million to the Rural and
Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

In Sacramento County, the Connected Capital Area Broadband Consortium (Consortium)
has been promoting universal broadband deployment and advancing broadband adoption in
unserved and underserved areas. Specifically, among many efforts, the Consortium
implemented a digital access project with four area high schools, developed a working tri-
fold broadband resources guide in three languages, worked on dispelling myths about cell
phone towers and mobile wireless infrastructure, conducted outreach on low-cost internet
options to underserved communities in Sacramento County, and educated affordable
housing agency staff about broadband public housing grant opportunities. This bill will help
the Consortium continue its good work in our community.

For these reasons, the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors is pleased to support AB
1262. Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions at (916) 874-4627 or at
karln@saccounty.net.

Sincerely,

JUC#V)/@L M fanl_
Natasha Karl
Governmental Relations and Legislative Officer

cc: Members, Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee
Edmond Cheung, Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee
Daryl Thomas, Consultant, Republican Caucus
Sacramento County Delegation

700 H Street, Suite 76560 ¢ Sacramento, California 95814 e phone (916) 874-7682 e fax (916) 874-5885 ¢ www.saccounty.net



385 North Arrowhead Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0120 | Phone: 909.387-4821 Fax: 909.387-5430

SAN BERNARDINO County Administra‘tive Ofﬂce Josh Candelaria

COUNTY Governmental & Legislative Affairs pirecter

April 20, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
Assembly Member

State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1262 — As introdcued Feburary 27, 2015 - SUPPORT
Dear Assemblyman Wood:

The County of San Bernardino is pleased to support AB 1262, legislation that would
transfer $5 million from the Broadband Infrastructure Revolving Loan Account to the Rural
and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Housing Authority of San Bernardino County has used similar funding to expand and
enhance the services of five public computer centers located in public housing
developments within our County and has recently submitted for a $1.2 million grant that
that would implement and adopt a broadband infrastructure for affordable housing
residents to access high speed internet in their housing units.

AB 1262 would allow local rural consortia to continue to promote universal broadband
deployment and to advocate broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state.

For these reasons, the County of San Bernardino is pleased to support AB 1262. If you
have any questions, please contact Josh Candelaria, Director of Governmental and
Legislative Affairs at (909) 387-4821 or jcandelaria@sbcounty.gov.

Sincerely,

JAMES RAMOS

Board of Supervisors Chairman
Third District Supervisor
County of San Bernardino

c: County of San Bernardino Delegation



SIERRA COUNTY

Board of Supervisors
P.O. Drawer D
Downieville, California 95936
Telephone (530) 289-3295
Fax (530) 289-2830

April 7,2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
P.O. Box 942849 Sacramento, CA 94249-0002

RE: Assembly Bill 1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

The Sierra County Board of Supervisors offer their strong support for your bill, AB 1262,
Telecommunications: Universal Service: CASF, to transfer $5 million to the Rural and
Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

AB 1262 will allow statewide Consortia to continue working with telecommunication
providers and key community stakeholders to ensure unserved and underserved needs
are met and we continue to recover from the "Great Recession".

Consortia work is tireless as our county's rural conditions and topography present
enormous deployment challenges. AB 1262 will allow us to continue our partnerships
and collaborative efforts to help make a "Real Difference, Right Now!" for our mostly rural
communities.

AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state's broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California, goals acknowledged by the
California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC);
and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

Thank you for introducing this important legislation and for your hard work.
Sincerely,

- Aearl)

Jim B¢ard, Chairman

Copied to: Assembly Member Brian Dahle Senator Ted Gaines
Sierra County Board of Supervisors

Greg Norton, President/CEO, Rural County Representatives of California

Lee Adams Peter W, Huebner Paul Roen Jim Beard Scott A, Schlefstein
District No. 1 District No. 2 District No. 3 District No. 4 District No. 5
P.O. Box | P.O. Box 349 P.O. Box 43 P.O. Box 1140 P.O. Box 192

Downieville, CA 95936 Sierra City, CA 96125 Calpine, CA 96124 Loyalton, CA 96118 Loyalton, CA 96118
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District 4 — Bob Williams
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Williams J. Goodwin
Chief Administrator

April 21, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849m Room 5164
Sacramento, CA 94249-0002

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — Letter of Support

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Tehama County Board of Supervisors, and the broadband interests of all Tehama
County residents, business owners, educators, students, visitors and public safety/1 responders,

Tehama County is in support AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California
Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 Million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband

Consortia Grant Account.

The Northeastern California Connect Consortium (NECCC) was started in January 2012, and in
partnership with its counterpart, the Upstate California Connect Consortium (UCCC), garnered
community support from multiple stakeholders representing twelve counties that fostered
development and submission of the Northern California Regional Middle Mile Infrastructure Plan on
January 31, 2013. This NC RMMI plan proposed to leverage existing fiber infrastructure, build new
routes to connect the current independent and isolated networks and thereby would have
interconnected Modoc to California’s northern counties via redundant and diverse fiber backhaul
routes, bringing Modoc County into the 21% Century. Unfortunately, the majority of the proposed
project areas were ultimately dis-allowed, hence the entire project was withdrawn due to
unsustainability. Today, if efforts to deploy broadband infrastructure throughout northern California’s
rural remote areas are to be successful, there is still a great deal of work to be done, because it is the
lack of middie mile broadband infrastructure that restricts access to last mile broadband services,
whether via land-line fiber, cable, or fixed wireless networks.

The County believes the regional broadband planning consortia has made significant progress in
promoting the development of broadband deployment projects to advance broadband access in
unserved and underserved areas of California’s counties, however, there remain too many barriers
deterring both national, regional and local Internet service providers from investing their own capital
funds, largely due to lack of return on investment (ROI): rural remote areas by definition lack
population density and therefore are not attractive to service providers because they lack potential for

P.O. Box 250 = 727 Oak Street, Red Bluff, CA 96080 ° (530) 527-4655 » FAX (530) 527-3764



enough revenue to be traditionally profitable. For example, Tehama County departments use Internet
services provided by multiple ISPs/WISPs, preventing the county from developing its own intra-net.
Some departments are still limping along on DSL.

Additionally, through data research and analysis conducted by the Geographical Information Center at
CSU, Chico on the California Broadband Availability data collected by the state, per Round 10 (June
2014), currently there remain 541,118 Households without access to broadband wireline services at
or above the state’s minimum speeds, representing 4.3% of the entire state’s total households. Here
in Tehama County, 46.9% of our total 24,038 households remain underserved or unserved. Should
the state decide to raise the minimum speed for broadband to 25 Mgbs down and 3 Mgbs up, 77.46%
of all Tehama County rural Households will be unserved.

AB 1262 will allow NECCC and other consortia statewide to continue outreach and community efforts
to promote development of broadband infrastructure grant applications. Without additional future
funding, the work of all seventeen (17) regional broadband planning consortia that commenced in
January of 2012 will halt, severely limiting any future efforts in 85% of the state (49 of CA’s 58
counties).

In our endorsement of AB 1262, it is recommended that language be included in the Bill that specifies
that grant funds are to be used by the regional consortia to:

1) Assist in the engineering and design of infrastructure projects to meet the unserved and
underserved communities across the state;

2) Promote the adoption of language that stipulates “broadband is fundamental infrastructure” as
part of counties’ General Plans; and

3) Facilitate the establishment of an ongoing mechanism in every county ensuring that
broadband keeps pace with today’s evolving standards.

Tehama County sincerely thanks you, Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important
legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the broadband divide in California.

Respectfully,

Dennis Garton
Supervisor District #3

TS

cc: Tony Bui, Staff to Assembly Member Wood — via email to: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov
Assemblymember Brian Dahle
Assemblyman James Gallagher
Senator Jim Neilsen
Sunne McPeak, Pres & CEO, California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF)
Gladys Palpallatoc, Assoc. V.P, CETF
Paul Smith, Rural County Representatives of California
CASF’s Regional Broadband Consortia Leaders
CSAC




TRINITY COUNTY

Board of Supervisors
P.0. BOX 1613, WEAVERVILLE, CALIFORNIA 96093-1613
PHONE (530) 623-1217 FAX (530) 623-8365

April 7, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assembly Member Wood:
RE: Support for AB 1262 Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund

The Trinity County Board of Supervisors would like to express our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood),
Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), which would
transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

With more than five million Californians living in rural and frontier communities we recognize how
important broadband is to the economic future, educational and safety of rural communities. Since
forming our consortia with our neighboring North Coast counties we have worked to expand broadband
deployment and adoption through the Redwood Coast Connect Consortium.

For the past three years, rural and urban consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous broadband
deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state.
AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and
80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC);
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation.
We commend you on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely, ]

( /]
- VA, .
(787 29 / /s

Judy Morfis, Chairman
Trinity County Board of Supervisors

KEITH GROVES JUDY MORRIS KARL FISHER BILL BURTON JOHN FENLEY
DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4 DISTRICT 5



Tuolumne County
Administration Center
2 South Green Street

Sonora, California 95370

Alicia L. Jamar, Chief Deputy
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Telephone: (209) 533-5521
Facsimile: (209) 533-6549
www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF TUOLUMNE
Sherri Brennan, First District Evan Royce, Third District
John L. Gray, Fourth District S Randy Hanvelt, Second District Karl Rodefer, Fifth District

April 7 2015

Via Email
tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

Jim Wood, Assemblyman
District 2

State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT
Dear Assemblyman Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Supervisors for Tuolumne County to
express our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal
Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rurall
and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

Our regional broadband consortium, Central Sierra Connect (CSC) is a project
managed by Amador Tuolumne Community Action Agency for the counties of
Mariposa, Tuolumne, Calaveras, Amador and the west side of Alpine. Their mission is
to support the region's residents, businesses, visitors and organizations through the
promotion, coordination and enhancement of e-technology: broadband access /
adoption and technology education.

Key CSC accomplishments over the past three years:

Held numerous face-to-face broadband training sessions for a large
cross-section of new users including the disadvantaged and senior
populations to increase education, access and adoption.

Developed and launched the innovative "Broadband Improvement
Project" which netted over 700 responses to help correct errors on the
state broadband map.



Jim Wood, Assemblyman
April 7, 2015

Page 2
* Successfully encouraged and assisted an Internet Service Provider (ISP)
to apply for CASF grant funding in all five of its counties.
* Held two regional broadband summits to update community leaders on

broadband issues facing our region.

Critical work that CSC would like to finish over the next two years:
* Once the CVIN fiber project has been completed in our area, CSC
expects to conduct extensive outreach to promote and buildout numerous
last mile projects.

* The above-mentioned ISP will need CSC's continued support for projects
just submitted to the CASF for funding consideration.

* Assisting local jurisdictions in the development and deployment of robust
broadband policies and inclusion of broadband in their respective General
Plans.

For the past three years, our rural consortium and other regional consortia have
been working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband
adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. If passed, AB 1262
would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF and regional goals for the next two years.

The Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors believes AB 1262 is an essential
element to achieving the state's broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband
deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015. These goals are acknowledged
by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

At this time, the Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors would like express its
sincerest gratitude to you, Assemblyman Wood, for introducing this important
legislation. We commend your commitment to this objective: bridging the digital divide
in Californial ’

Sincerely, - s

~John L. Gray
Chairman
I hareby cartify that accarding to he
Cc: Tony Bui provisions of Govorament Code
Saction 25103, delivery of this
document has been made,

ALGIA L. JAMAR
61 ihe Board




April 9, 2015

Assemblyman Anthony Rendon, Chair
Assembly Committee on Utilities & Commerce
State Capitol, Room 5136

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  AB1262 (Wood) - California Advanced Services Fund — SUPPORT
Assembly Committee on Utilities & Commerce - April 20, 2015

Dear Assemblyman Rendon:

On behalf of the Ventura County Board of Supervisors, | urge your support for AB 1262 by
Assemblyman Jim Wood. This bill would provide needed funding to continue the work of the
California Advanced Services Fund (CASF) in order to encourage the deployment of advanced
communication services to all Californians.

The County of Ventura is dedicated to facilitating business and residential broadband access,
having adopted policy, allocated resources, and supported the establishment of the Broadband
Consortia of the Pacific Coast in our region. Earlier this month, the Board also supported a new
project that will bring gigabit broadband speeds to all locations in our County Library system.

The continuing allocation of CASF funding to the consortia is essential to reaching the County’s
priorities, through its partnership with the Broadband Consortium of the Pacific Coast. Those
priorities include identification and remediation of gaps in local service, accessing and
leveraging other public and private grant funding to improve high-speed connectivity and
choice, improving broadband adoption, particularly among our low-income residents, and
coordinating the work of our local stakeholders in aligning infrastructure, policy and practice.

The County of Ventura believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of

reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California. Therefore, on behalf of
the Ventura County Board of Supervisors, | urge your support for AB 1262 (Wood).

Sincefel '
5 WMéch i '

Legislative Advocate °

1215 k. STREET, SUITE 1150, C/ 95814

YOICE: (916) 442 8891
Cc Members and Consultant to the Assembly Committee on Utilities & Commerce FiX: (916) 443 8713
Assemblyman Jim Wood WV PLATINUMADYIZORS.COM

Sue Hughes, County of Ventura

P 5 T
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COUNTY OF YOLO e o
BC)Ell'd Of Supervisors District 3, Matt Rexroad

District 4, Jim Provenza
District 5, Duane Chamberlain

625 Court Street, Room 204 = Woadland, CA 95695 County Administrator, Putrick S, Blacklock
(530) 666-8195 = FAX (530) 666-8193 Deputy Clerk of the Board. Julie Dachtler
www.yolocounty.org

March 18, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 5164
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1262 (Wood) Telecommunications: universal service: California Advanced
Services Fund- SUPPORT

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

Yolo County supports your Assembly Bill 1262, This bill would deposit $15m into the Rural and
Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account and $10m into the Broadband
Infrastructure Revolving Loan Account from the California Advanced Services Fund, allowing
for the Rural and Urban Broadband Consortium to continue working for the next two years.

The County recently completed its Broadband Strategic Plan and it is currently open for public
review. The Connected Capital Area Broadband Consortium (CCABC) has consistently been a
partner and supporter of Yolo County during the process of data collection, review, and
finalization. CCABC has created platforms to promote the plan during the review process and it
is our hope that they can continue their assistance through the implementation process.

We are currently working on applying for grants for broadband deployment to underserved and
unserved areas of Yolo County to benefit residents and business owners. The creation of high-
speed broadband is a critical infrastructure need for our communitics. Our residents need access
to thrive — in educations, for civic engagement, for work, and for connecting with their
communities locally and globally. Farmers need it to access technology for better and more
efficient use of water and farming practices as well as having the ability to move big data. Small
businesses need it to take advantage of the newest technologies for future success and
sustainability. We need it to attract larger businesses to our region for economic development
and have identified gaps and arcas of need through our Strategic Plan that call for the continual
support of the regional consortium.



03-18-15;00:28AM; ;

We thank you for taking a leadership role by authoring AB 1262. Please contact Alexander
Tengolies in the County Administrator’s Office at  (530) 666-8068 or
alexander.tengolics@yolocounty,org with any questions about the County’s position.

Sincerely,
WW’% foroad)

Matt Rexroad
Chair, Yolo County Board of Supervisors

cc:  The Honorable Senator Richard Pan
The Honorable Senator Lois Wolk
The Honorable Assembly Member Bill Dodd
The Honorable Assembly Member Kevin McCarty



California State Association of Counties

(sn( April 14, 2015

1100 K Street

Suite 101
gn::l,fnem The Honorable Anthony Rendon

Californi Chair, Assembly Utilities and Commerce
95814 State Capitol, Room 5136
Sacramento, CA 95814

Telephone

916.327-7500
Focsimile RE: AB 1262 (Wood) — Telecommunications: Universal Service: California
916.441.5507 Advance Services Fund
As introduced Feb 27, 2015 - SUPPORT
Hearing date: April 20, 2015, Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee

Dear Assembly Member Rendon:

The California State Association of Counties (CSAC) supports Assembly Bill 1262
(Wood), which will provide vital dollars to the urban and rural consortia across the state to
promote broadband access and adoption to unserved and underserved communities.

Specifically, AB 1262 would transfer $5 million dollars to the Rural and Urban Regional
Broadband Consortia Grant Account from the Broadband Infrastructure Revolving Loan
Account. This additional funding will help ensure the consortia may continue their work in
collaboration with service providers and community stakeholders. These efforts have
included improving maps of existing broadband deployment, developing model broadband
policy for local agencies, convening regional summits that bring together local leadership
with the residents they serve, and assisting smaller telecommunication service providers
apply for infrastructure grants.

CSAC strongy supports policy that seeks to enhance digital inclusion and overcome the
digital divide that still persists in our state. Counties understand the importance of
broadband for both county service delivery and also creating jobs, attracting new
businesses, improving health care and education outcomes, and maximizing the efficient
use of resources, all while connecting residents to these efforts and other opportunities.

For the aforementioned reasons, CSAC supports AB 1262. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if you have any questions regarding our position at (916) 327-7500, extension
515.

Sincerely,
As signed
Dorothy Holzem

Legislative Representative

CcC: The Honorable Jim Wood, California State Assembly
Members, Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee
Consultant, Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee
Daryl Thomas, Consultant, Assembly Republican Caucus



March 28, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov
The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) — Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California
Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant
Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access, infrastructure, planning, service
reliability, and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Our region has a critical need for collaborative
broadband planning and strategy to close the digital divide.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that support business start-ups, job retention
and economic growth. IERB works to promote and strengthen “Smart Region” strategies in the Inland Empire to foster
regional competitiveness and prosperity for our communities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous broadband
deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would
allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote
CASF for years to come.

We actively participate with the IERB Consortium. IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals,
engineers, healthcare providers, educators, and business leaders together to address broadband service and close the
digital divide in our region.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80%
adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation. We commend you on your
commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely,

Samuel Sudhakar

NAME: Samuel Sudhakar

TITLE: VicePresident for Information Technology Services& CIO
ORGANIZATION: California State University San Bernardino

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director


mailto:tony.bui@asm.ca.gov�

Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortium
1259 East Ridgecrest Blvd, Suite 7, Ridgecrest, CA 93555
(760) 463-1261 ; escconsortium@gmail.com ; http://escrbconsortium.org

March 9t, 2015

Assembly member Jim Wood
California State Assembly
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0002
RE: AB 1262

Dear Assemblymember Wood,

On behalf of Eastern Sierra Connect Regional Broadband Consortium (ESCRBC), | would like to extend our utmost
appreciation and support for Assembly Bill 1262.

By allocating additional funds into the Rural & Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account, you are ensuring the
continued effort of Consortia statewide. The work that has been done is critical to laying a local and regional foundation
for broadband deployment and adoption. The continuation of Consortia activity is essential to reach State and Federal
goals for connectivity and adoption. We are eager to support your effort and partner with the goals of the Bill.

ESCRBC incorporates a vast service area, covering Mono, Inyo, and Eastern Kern Counties. To ensure that investments in
broadband infrastructure are leveraged, local leadership must be engaged, sometimes educated, and encouraged to
partner with our efforts. These efforts have seen the implementation of broadband policy in Inyo and Mono Counties,
the training of more than 150 individuals in digital literacy, the establishment of four videoconferencing sites to be used
by remote communities, the increase in broadband demand, and the approval of three projects to build last mile
connection with Race Communication in Boron, Crowley Lake, and Stallion Springs.

To continue ushering remote and rural communities into the digital future, supporting Consortia effort is a necessary
investment. By engaging regional stakeholders, developing supportive relationships with community leadership and
elected officials, and supporting in the development and implementation of local projects, every grant dollar invested in
infrastructure and broadband develop is maximized.

ESCRBC applauds your progressive attitude toward broadband expansion and your willingness to ambitiously advocate
for the continuation of Consortia work. ESCRBC officially supports AB 1262 and lends itself to the choir of those
identifying the need for continued advocacy, outreach, and programming on a local and regional level.

Thank you again for your dedication to remote and rural communities in the expansion of broadband resources, bridging
the digital divide, and providing a critical economic and quality of life resource to the underserved of California.

Sincerely,

Nate Greenberg
ESCRBC Chair


mailto:escconsortium@gmail.com

A
EDG

Eu, 1igt

>

E WO O D 212 Elks Point Road, Suite 230 | Zephyr Cove, NV 89448

COMPANIES ‘_);) USPS: PO, Box 2249 | Lake Tahoe, NV 89449

(775) 588-3400 | www.edgewoodcompanies.com

April 14, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

[ am writing on behalf of the Edgewood Companies to express our strong support for AB 1262
(Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF),
to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

Edgewood Companies has been a landowner at Lake Tahoe since 1896. A private, closely-held
diversified real estate company, Edgewood Companies owns 500 acres in Nevada that includes
the Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course, Friday’s Station (an original Pony Express stop and where
Mark Twain wrote portions of Roughing It), Edgewood Water Company, the MontBleu Casino
Resort, and the land around Harveys Resort Casino. Edgewood further owns numerous
undeveloped parcels and pristine beachfront in the South Lake Tahoe, California area.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote
ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and
underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working
with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years
to come.

Edgewood Companies believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of
reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals
acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

Edgewood Companies would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for

introducing this important legislation. We commend on your commitment to help close the
digital divide in California.

Respectfully,
%)/’J

John McLaughlin
Chief Financial Officer

Ce: Tony Bui,




Economic Vitality Corporation
735 Tank Farm Road, Suite 264
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

April 15, 2015 TEL (805) 788-2012 FAX (805) 781-6293

www.sloevc.org
Non-profit 501(c)(3)
Via email: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov mmanchak@sloevc.org

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Economic Vitality Corporation, a non-profit economic
development organization for all of San Luis Obispo County, we wish to express our strong support for
AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to
transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The County of San Luis Obispo and the business community are dedicated to facilitating business and
residential broadband access, having adopted policy, allocated resources, etc. For the past three years,
rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment
and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262
would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key community
stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

The continuing allocation of CASF funding to the consortia is essential to reaching our local priorities,
through our partnership with the Broadband Consortium of the Pacific Coast. Those priorities include
identification and remediation of gaps in local service, accessing and leveraging other public and private
grant funding to improve high-speed connectivity and choice, improving broadband adoption,
particularly among our low-income residents, and coordinating the work of our local stakeholders in
aligning infrastructure, policy and practice.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband
deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband
Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund
(CETE).
We commend on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely,

Michael E. Manchak
President & CEO

cc: Tony Bui

Keeping SLO County Business Vital



SEDCorp

Sierra Economic Development Corporation
Serving El Dorado,Lassen, Moddc{ Nevada, PIaber, Plumas, Sacramento; Sierra and Yolo Counties

April 1, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood
Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 Board Resolution & Letter of Support

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Sierra Economic Development Corporation (SEDCorp) and the California
Advance Services Fund (CASF) Gold Country Broadband Consortium (GCBC) we express our
strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: CASF , to transfer
$5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

SEDCorp is a US Economic Development Administration (EDA), US Department of Agriculture
(USDA) and Small Business Administration approved 501c4 non-profit focused on northern
California Sierra Nevada county economic development. Our group also spearheads the GCBC
which is an essential region economic growth effort. Our rural unserved and underserved
households are a much needed economic engine (e.g. home offices or home-based businesses).

AB 1262 will allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to ensure unserved and underserved needs are met and we continue to
recover from the “Great Recession”. Our work is tireless as our rural conditions and topography
present enormous challenges. AB1262 will allow us to continue our partnerships and
collaboratinve efforts to help make a “Real Difference, Right Now!” and into the future.

SEDCorp and GCBC believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of
reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California, goals acknowledged by
the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and

California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

Thank you for introducing this important legislation and your hard work.

SEDCorp Chief Executive Officer (CEO) &
GCBC Program Manager ‘

560 Wall Street, Suite F, Auburn, CA 95603
Phone 530-823-4703, Fax 530-823-4142
www.sedcorp.biz
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FOUNDATION

Board of Directors

Richard L. Sauers
President

Michael Duane Davis
Vice President

H.O. “Bud” Biggs
Treasurer

Trina Siverts
Secretary

Victoria Martin

‘Executive Director

Lisa Lawrence

April 14, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) — Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service:
California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional
Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access,
infrastructure, planning, service reliability, and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties. Our region has a critical need for collaborative broadband planning and strategy to
close the digital divide.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that support
business start-ups, job retention and economic growth. IERB works to promote and strengthen
“Smart Region” strategies in the Inland Empire to foster regional competitiveness and prosperity
for our communities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication
providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals, engineers, healthcare providers,
educators, and business leaders together to address broadband service and close the digital
divide in our region.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband
deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband
Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund
(CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation. Thank you
on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely,

< da ( Al

Lisa Lawrence
Executive Director
High Desert Community Foundation

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director

16000 Apple Valley Road C3, Apple Valley, CA 92307 » OFFICE (760) 242-8877+ FAX (760) 242-8833

Email: hdcf@verizon.net
TAX ID# 84-1179212

The High Desert Community Foundation is recognized as a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
by the Internal Revenue Service. All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.



™ INLAND EMPIRE
/ ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

The Region’s Voice for Business and Quality of Life

April 14, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) - Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications:
Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million
to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband
access, infrastructure, planning, service reliability, and affordability in Riverside and
San Bernardino Counties. Our region has a critical need for collaborative broadband
planning and strategy to close the digital divide.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that
support business start-ups, job retention and economic growth. IERB works to
promote and strengthen “Smart Region” strategies in the Inland Empire to foster
regional competitiveness and prosperity for our communities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to
promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in
unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow
consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come,

IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals, engineers, healthcare
providers, educators, and business leaders together to address broadband and close
the digital divide.

The Inland Empire Economic Partnership (IEEP) actively participates with the IERB
Consortium and believes in their mission to close the digital divide. The Consortium
created and adopted the Inland Empire Broadband Infrastructure and Access Plan,
which provides contextual framework and strategy for broadband within the region.
The funds through AB 1262 are needed for implementation of these strategies.

1601 E. 3™ Street, Suite 102, San Bernardino, CA 92408
Tel {908) 382-6000 e Fax (903) 382-6060 ¢ www.ieep.com



* INLAND EMPIRE
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

The Region's Voice for Business and @uality of Life

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching
98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals
acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC}; and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank you, Assembly Member Wood, for introducing this important

legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the digital divide in
California.

_——S8incerely,

Paul Granillo
President and CEO

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director

1601 E. 3 Street, Suite 102, San Bernarding, CA 92408
Tel {903) 382-6000 « Fax (909} 2382-6060 =« www.ieep.com



B Mc Callum Group, Inc.

March 25, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Member, California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 5164
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1262
Position: Support

Dear Assemblyman Wood:

On behalf of the Kern, West Kern, and Yuba community college districts, | am writing in support
of your AB 1262. This bill would transfer funds from the Broadband Infrastructure Revolving
Loan Account to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Account to provide
another two years of funding for the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF).

Under current law, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) is required to administer a program,
using funds from CSAF, to encourage deployment of high quality advance communication
services to all Californians. When CSAF was created the Legislature provided $10 million to the
Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account. This account is crucial for
providing funds to broadband infrastructure programs in rural areas as well as to consortia that
assist in preparing grant applications and educating communities on their broadband needs.

Community college districts often form part of the consortia, are valuable resources in reaching
out to local communities, and are best situated to comment on the needs of the area. Colleges
are also vital to local, rural, economies by providing low-cost, efficient, job training programs and
are becoming more reliant on high-quality broadband access in order to deliver those programs.
Without the $5 million transfer that this bill provides the Grant Account would no longer be able
to provide any funds to important infrastructure projects and consortia. This would mean that
there would be limited improvements in broadband access that would leave these rural areas,
as well as community colleges, a step behind as this type of access becomes a more critical
part of our digital era.

For these reasons we thank you for introducing this bill.

Sincerely,

Ay M2

Mark MacDonald

CC: Members of the Assembly Utilities & Commerce Committee

P:916.446.5058 « F:916.446.4542 « 1130 K Street, Suite 150 » Sacramento, CA 95814
www.mccallumgroupinc.com



March 25, 2015
VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

We are writing on behalf of the Los Angeles County Regional Broadband Consortia (LACRBC) to express our
strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services
Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The LACRBC is comprised of five non-profit organizations, each representing a different sub-region in LA
County and offering unique but unified services to the community. The technologically underserved population
in Los Angeles would greatly benefit from enhanced communications infrastructure and the LACRBC welcomes
the opportunity to support this legislative process.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the
state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come. Although in an urban environment, the
technologically underserved population in Los Angeles also require enhanced infrastructure as well as having
adoption challenges.

The LACRBC believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California
Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology
Fund (CETF).

The LACRBC would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important
legislation. We commend on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Respectfully,

Diana Rodriguez Revlyn L. Williams
Co-Coordinator Co-Coordinator

On behalf of the members of the:
LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL BROADBAND CONSORTIA
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Mammoth Lakes Town Council
P.O. Box 1609, Mammoth Lakes, CA, 93546
(760) 934-8989

Mammoth Lakes- www.townofmammothlakes.ca.gov

CALIFORNIA

March 18, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol, Room 5164
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Assembly Bill 1262 - SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the Town of Mammoth Lakes to express our support for AB 1262
(Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF),
which would transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant
Account.

The Town of Mammoth Lakes is a small, rural community in the Eastern Sierra of about 8,000
full-time residents. We are geographically isolated from populated areas by several hundred
miles and our remote location makes it difficult for many services to be provided at a high level
in our area. Mammoth Lakes is also a tourist destination, servicing thousands of visitors each
year. With today’s technology needs, our visitors, along with our residents, expect high speed
internet to be readily accessible. Additionally, access to high speed internet is critical to future
economic development within the Town of Mammoth Lakes and the entire Eastem Sierra
region.

You are probably aware that in late 2013, the Digital 395 Project, a “Middle Mile” project that
built a new 583 mile fiber optic network between Barstow, CA and Carson City, NV, went live.
Digital 395 encompasses 36 communities, six Indian reservations, two military bases, over
25,000 households and 2,500 businesses. The project brought high speed interet to over 250
key anchor institutions and points of interest, including local govemment, public safety entities,
schools, libraries, and health care facilities. In addition, high capacity fiber is now available to
Last Mile Providers for use in extending internet service to additional residential and business
customers throughout the project area.

Completion of the Digital 395 project significantly improved access to high speed internet both in
our local community of Mammoth Lakes and within the entire Eastern Sierra region. The
proposed AB 1262 would provide critical funding to local broadband consortiums to help
continue to support these types of projects throughout rural areas in California. The Town of
Mammoth Lakes would like to thank you for introducing this important legislation. We commend
you on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Respectfully,

Jo Bacon, éayor

Town of Mammoth Lakes



North Bay/North Coast
Broadband Consortium

April 2, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behaf of the North Bay/North Coast Broadband Consortium (NBNCBC) and the four counties we
represent, the Oversight Committee of NBNCBC supports AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications:
Universa Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5.0 million to the Rural and
Urban Regiona Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

NBNCBC represents the broadband interests of the citizens of Marin, Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma
Counties. The purpose of the NBNCBC isto carry out its stated mission. In essence the purpose is
twofold:

1. To organize communities, organizations, entities and residents from Marin, Mendocino, Napa and
Sonoma counties, all of whom have a vested interest in ensuring that at a minimum standard
broadband capacities and services are accessible and widely adopted throughout the region, and

2. To coordinate planning efforts among the four counties to achieve the goal set forth in the
January 2008 recommendation of the California Broadband Task Force — Build out high-speed
broadband infrastructureto all Californians’ —throughout the region.

To facilitate the work of the NBNCBC each county Board of Supervisors has designated one of its
supervisorsto serve on the NBNCBC Oversight Committee. The roles of the NBNCBC Oversight
Committeeinclude:

. Monitor the progress of the NBNCBC Management Team
. Act as the common interface to the four Boards of Supervisors
. Facilitate the formul ation of issues and opportunities that cut across the four counties

Although we have been in existence for only the past nine months, we believe we have made significant
progress in promoting the devel opment of broadband deployment projects to advance broadband accessin
unserved and underserved areas of our four counties. Unlike the other regional consortiathat received
three-year CASF Rura Broadband Consortia Grant awards, NBNCBC only received a CASF grant for
two years. AB 1262 would allow us and the other consortia to continue our important work.
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While we endorse AB 1262, we recommend language be included in the Bill that specifies the grant
funds are to be used by the regional consortia to: 1) assist in the engineering and design of
infrastructure projects to meet the unserved and underserved communities across the state; 2) promote
the adoption of broadband policies and guidelines as part of the General Plans of counties and
communities within the counties; and 3) facilitate the establishment of an ongoing mechanism in each
county that involves all the stakeholders to ensure that broadband keeps pace with the evolving
standards.

NBNCBC would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important
legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the broadband divide in California.

Respectfully,

%L—.}M"

Thomas W. West
Non-Voting Chair of the Oversight Committee

On behaf of the Oversight Committee Members
SteveKinsey  Marin County Supervisor

Dan Hamburg Mendocino County Supervisor
Diane Dillon  Napa County Supervisor

Efren Carrillo  Sonoma County Supervisor

cc: Tony Bui, Staff to Assembly Member Wood
County Boards of Supervisors: Marin, Mendocino, Napa, and Sonoma
State Senators: Mike McGuire and Lois Wolk
Assembly Members: Marc Levine, and Bill Dodd
Congressman: Jared Huffman
CETF: Sunne McPeak and Gladys Palpallatoc
Rural County Representatives of California: Paul Smith
CASF s Regiona Broadband Consortia: Leaders

Printed 4/15/2015 5:48 PM 2 of 2



The Northeastern
California Connect . . . .
Consortium Building a Path to Broadband for All in Northern California

April 14, 2015

VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.qgov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — Letter of Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Northeastern CA Connect Consortium (NECCC), and the broadband interests of
Butte, Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Shasta, Sikiyou and Tehama counties, we support AB 1262
(Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to
transfer $5 Million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

NECCC was started in January 2012, and in partnership with its upstate counterpart, UCCC,
garnered community support from multiple stakehol ders representing twelve counties that
fostered development and submission of the Northern CA Regional Middle Mile Infrastructure
Plan on 1/31/13. This NC RMMI plan proposed to leverage existing fiber infrastructure, build
new routes to connect the currently idependent and isolated networks and thereby would have
interconnected 16 of CA’s northern counties via redundant and diverse fiber backhaul routes.
Unfortunately, the majority of the proposed project areas were ultimately dis-allowed, hence the
entire project was withdrawn due to unsustainability. Today, if efforts to deploy broadband
infrastructure throughout northern CA’s rural remote areas are to be successful, thereis still a
great deal of work to be done, because it is the lack of middle mile broadband infrastructure that
restricts access to last mile broadband services, whether vialand-line fiber, cable, or fixed
wireless networks.

We believe we have made significant progress in promoting the devel opment of broadband
deployment projects to advance broadband access in unserved and underserved areas of our three
counties, however, there remain too many barriers deterring both national, regional and local
Internet service providers from investing their own capital funds, largely due to lack of return on
investment (ROI): rural remote areas by definition lack population density and therefore are not
attractive to service providers because they lack potential for enough revenue to be traditionally
profitable.

Additionally, through data research and analysis conducted by the Geographical Information
Center at CSU, Chico on the CA Broadband Availability data collected by the state, per Round 10
(June 2014), currently there remain 541,138 househol ds without access to wireline broadband
speeds at or above 6 Mgbs down and 1.5 Mgbs up (267,048 households are underserved, and
274,090 households are unserved). These under-/unserved househol ds represent 4.3% of the

Cathy Emerson
The Northeastern California Connect Consortium is comprised of Butte, Lassen, Modoc, Consortium Manager

Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, and Tehama counties. cmemerson@csuchico.edu
916.295.4605
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entire state' s total households.

Should the state decide to rai se the minimum speed for broadband to 25 Mgbs down and 3 Mgbs
up, this number jumps to 854, 587 households that will be unserved, a 64% increase in the
number of households statewide that do not have access to broadband services. Of all the
statewide households that will be unserved, 68.04% are in rural areas.

AB 1262 will allow NECCC and other consortia statewide to continue outreach and community
efforts to promote devel opment of broadband infrastructure grant applications. Without
additional future funding, the work of all seventeen (17) regiona broadband planning consortia
that commenced in January of 2012 will halt, severely limiting any future effortsin 85% of the
state (49 of CA’s 58 counties).

We endorse AB 1262, and we recommend language be included in the Bill that specifiesthe
grant funds are to be used by the regional consortia to:

1) assist in the engineering and design of infrastructure projects to meet the unserved and
underserved communities across the state;

2) promote the adoption of language that stipulates “ broadband is fundamental infrastructure’
as part of counties' General Plans; and

3) facilitate the establishment of an ongoing mechanism in every county ensuring that
broadband keeps pace with today’ s evolving standards.

NECCC sincerely thanks you, Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important
legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the broadband divide in

Cdlifornia.

Respectfully,

Cathy Emerson Jason Schwenkler

Consortium Manager Director, Geographical Information Center

cc: Tony Bui, Staff to Assembly Member Wood
County Boards of Supervisors: Butte, Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama
Assembly Member Brian Dahle
Senator Jim Nielsen
Sunne McPeak, Pres & CEO, CETF
Gladys Palpallatoc, Assoc. V.P, CETF
Paul Smith, Rural County Representatives of California
CASF s Regiona Broadband Consortia Leaders

The Northeastern California Connect Consortium is comprised of Butte, Lassen, Modoc, Cathy Emerson

Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, and Tehama counties. Consortium Manager
cmemerson@csuchico.edu

916.295.4605
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north lake tahoe

Chamber | CVB | Resort Association

VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the North Lake Tahoe Chamber/CVB/Resort Association to express our strong
support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services
Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant
Account.

The North Lake Tahoe Chamber/CVB/Resort Association provides direction to Eastern Placer County on
the expenditure of Transient Occupancy Tax for the purpose of improving visitor service, capital
investments, destination marketing and visitor information.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout
the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come. Current efforts are working on the
unserved and underserved areas adjacent to Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows ski areas. These areas
serve approximately 30% of the visitation to North Lake Tahoe during the winter months and host world
class events. The need for adequate to excellent service from broadband in this area is critical to the
success of the region.

North Lake Tahoe Chamber/CVB/Resort Association believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the
state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015,
goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation.
We commend on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Respectfully,

%Aﬁff%/

Sandy Evans Hall
CEO/Executive Director
North Lake Tahoe Chamber/CVB/Resort Association

Cc: Tony Bui,
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April 16, 2015

VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — Letter of Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

Plumas-Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative and Plumas-Sierra Telecommunications support AB 1262
(Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer
$5 Million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

We believe the regional broadband planning consortia have made significant progress in promoting the
development of broadband deployment projects to advance broadband access in unserved and
underserved areas of California’s counties, and recently provided significant data research and technical
support for our second CASF Broadband Infrastructure grant application, submitted February 26, 2015
and currently pending review. However, there still remain too many barriers deterring both national,
regional and local Internet service providers from investing their own capital funds, largely due to lack of
return on investment: rural remote areas by definition lack population density and therefore are not
attractive to service providers because they lack potential for enough revenue to be traditionally
profitable.

Additionally, through data research and analysis conducted by the Geographical Information Center at
CSU, Chico on the California Broadband Availability data collected by the state, per Round 10 (June
2014), currently, there remain 541,138 households without access to broadband wireline services at or
above the state’s minimum speeds, representing 4.3 percent of the entire state’s total households. Should
the state decide to raise the minimum speed for broadband to 25 Mbps down and 3 Mbps up, 68.04
percent of all rural households will be unserved.

AB 1262 will allow NECCC and other consortia statewide to continue outreach and community efforts to
promote development of broadband infrastructure grant applications. Without additional future funding,
the work of all 17 regional broadband planning consortia that commenced in January of 2012 will halt,
severely limiting any future efforts in 85 percent of the state (49 of California’s 58 counties).

We endorse AB 1262, and we recommend language be included in the Bill that specifies the grant



funds are to be used by the regional consortia to:

1) assist in the engineering and design of infrastructure projects to meet the unserved and underserved
communities across the state;

2) promote the adoption of language that stipulates “broadband is fundamental infrastructure” as part
of counties’ General Plans; and

3) facilitate the establishment of an ongoing mechanism in every county ensuring that broadband
keeps pace with today’s evolving standards.

PSREC and PST sincerely thank you, Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation.
We commend you on your commitment to help close the broadband divide in California.

Respectfully,

e —

Corby Erwin
Member Services Manager

cc: Tony Bui, Staff to Assembly Member Wood



)

PRAX LS

ASSOCIATES

April 14, 2015
The Honorable Jim Wood
Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — Support

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of Praxis Associates, Inc. and Inyo Networks, Inc., who
collaborated to create the Digital 395 broadband network in the Eastern Sierra, a $110M
project funded by the California Advance Services Fund (CASF) and the Department of
Commerce. The Regional Broadband Consortia program has supported this project and
provided substantial support for the subsequent broadband adoption efforts throughout
the region, which covers about 11% of the state.

Praxis Associates, Inc. and Inyo Networks, Inc., wish to express strong support for AB
1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services
Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband
Consortia Grant Account.

Developing broadband throughout California is critical for the State’s economic
development. This assertion is very seldom challenged in today’s high tech world -- a
world substantially conceived and nurtured by California’s uniquely innovative culture
and leadership. What started here at UCLA and UC Santa Barbara in 1969 has reached
into all geographies, industries and socio-economic strata around the globe. In 2011 the
United Nations declared Internet Access to be a basic human right that underlies freedom
and human expression.  Other states and countries have seen what we’ve done and
covetously want to make this economic force and inherently democratic technology their
own. And many are succeeding — so far.

An important element in retaining high tech leadership is to have in place a robust and
comprehensive broadband infrastructure. Other countries and states recognize this does
not happen on its own in the timeframes required. They have intervened, with full
understanding that the challenges of deliberately and rapidly bringing into place these
changes are substantial. As a fiber optic construction company and certificated (CPCN)
broadband provider, we can say that building networks in urban and rural areas is only
one part of the challenge. Like any change, the social engineering involved is complex
and requires agency. There is no better change agent in California for broadband
development and adoption than the Urban and Rural Regional Consortia. They have



proved effective at focusing citizens on the issues and bringing needed energy to the
effort.

While the Consortia’s work has been effective thus far, each area of the State continues to
present its own challenges. The State exercised great insight when it initiated the Urban
and Rural Broadband Consortia and formally created a broadband change agent. But the
work is unfinished, and if left to chance, the initiatives underway will atrophy and the
broadband expenditures will substantially under-perform. More work is needed to
address the challenges of ensuring network deployment and on-going sustainability of
this valuable infrastructure.

Praxis Associates and Inyo Networks believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the
state’s broadband goals of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for
California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC);
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology
Fund (CETF).

Praxis Associates and Inyo Networks would like to sincerely thank you, Assembly
Member Wood, for introducing this important legislation. We commend on your
commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Respectfully,
e/ (C
Michael Ort

Praxis Associates, Inc.
Inyo Networks, Inc.
mort@praxisfiber.com
510-599-4062
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RURAL COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES
OF CALIFORNIA

March 10, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Member, California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 5164
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Assembly Bill 1262 — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), | offer our
support for your Assembly Bill 1262, which makes an internal transfer of moneys
collected for the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF).

RCRC is an association of thirty-four rural California counties and the RCRC
Board of Directors is comprised of elected supervisors from those member counties.
The deployment of technology in rural areas of California is a high priority for our
member counties. As we continue to work with the Federal government, the
Legislature, the Governor, and the private sector to achieve greater broadband
expansion, it is imperative to continue the state’s commitment to help ensure universal
access to basic telecommunications services, such as broadband.

Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) is required to
administer a program using moneys in the CASF to encourage deployment of high-
guality advance communication services to all Californians. This occurs in two areas:
first, by providing funding for infrastructure projects that provide broadband access to
households that are unserved or underserved; and second, by providing monies to
consortia that assist in preparing grant applications and educating communities on their
specific broadband needs.

When the CASF was first created, the Legislature recognized the need to provide
specific funding to consortia. As such, $10 million was deposited into the Rural and
Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account. Unfortunately, this account is
about to be exhausted. Thus, if further monies are not available, many rural consortia
will no longer be able to provide the appropriate broadband educational service nor
assist in preparing applications for CASF grants. One option to preserve funding for

1215 K Street, Suite 1650, Sacramento, CA 95814 | www.rcrcnet.org | 916.447.4806 | Fax: 916.448.3154

ALPINE AMADOR BUTTE CALAVERAS COLUSA DEL NORTE EL DORADO GLENN HUMBOLDT IMPERIAL INYO LAKE LASSEN MADERA MARIPOSA MENDOCINO
MERCED MODOC MONO NAPA NEVADA PLACER PLUMAS SAN BENITO SHASTA SIERRA SISKIYOU SUTTER TEHAMA TRINITY TULARE TUOLUMNE YOLO YUBA



The Honorable Jim Wood
Assembly Bill 1262
March 10, 2015

Page 2

consortia activities is to make an internal transfer within the CASF. AB 1262 proposes
such a transfer, specifically moving $5 million from the Broadband Infrastructure
Revolving Loan Account to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant
Account. This will provide approximately two additional years of funding.

RCRC and a number of consortiums located throughout California appreciate
your authorship of AB 1262. And, we look forward to enacting this bill into law so that
we can extend the current efforts of consortiums in addressing the broadband needs of
many rural communities.

If you should have any questions or concerns regarding RCRC’s support of AB
1262, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 447-4806.

Sincerely,

Do ANt

PAUL A. SMITH
Senior Legislative Advocate

cc: Members of the Assembly Utilities & Commerce Committee
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March 31, 2015
SANDIEGO

GIO
il The Honorable Jim Wood

E D ( Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: AB1262 (Wood) — SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the San Diego Imperial Regional Broadband Consortium
to express our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications:
Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5
million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The San Diego Imperial Regional Broadband Consortium focuses on expanding
deployment and adoption of broadband for education, health and safety, and
economic development in Imperial and San Diego County. SDIRBC was funded
through a grant from the California Public Utilities Commission. To accomplish its
mission, SDIRBC intends to direct its regional efforts on these goals:

¢ Increasing the availability and adoption of broadband technology in the
region;

e Developing and maintaining information about the region's unique
technology barriers and needs;

e Establishing, maintaining, and mapping a lowest common denominator
baseline broadband speed,;

o Creating reports and plans that clearly articulate community needs in order
to develop projects that address them appropriately.

Members of SDIRBC possess expertise in technology, education, and economic
development and include representation from economic development offices; a
non-profit technology/technical service foundation; county offices of education; the
University of California San Diego Calit2 Institute; and, the Tribal Digital village,
a computer network connecting 17 tribal reservations in the San Diego region.
Their combined background and experience in technology for community benefit
provides a unique understanding of the region's needs and an ability to recommend
suitable broadband solutions.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to
promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in
unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow

Our Mission: To maximize the region’s economic prosperity and global competiveness
Our Vision: The San Diego region will be a pillar of the global economy & a magnet for investment, talent and innovation




consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key community
stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

SDIRBC believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the
California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and
California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

SDIRBC would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this
important legislation. We commend on your commitment to help close the digital divide in
California.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Storm

Jennifer Henry Storm

Executive Director, Economic Development Foundation
San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation
530 B Street, 7th Floor; San Diego, CA 92101
jh@sandiegobusiness.org

www.sandiegobusiness.org

main: (619) 234-8484

Cc: Tony Bui

Our Mission: To maximize the region’s economic prosperity and global competiveness
Our Vision: The San Diego region will be a pillar of the global economy & a magnet for investment, talent and innovation



March 23, 2015 VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of the San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium to express
our strong support for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California
Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional
Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The San Joaquin Valley Regional Broadband Consortium (SJVRBC) is an initiative of the
California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley and is administered by Office of Community
and Economic Development at Fresno State. SJVRBC is dedicated to accelerating the
deployment, accessibility, and adoption of broadband within the San Joaquin Valley. The
transfer of funds to the Rural and Urban Regional Consortia Grant Account will help continue
SJVRBC’s comprehensive regional approach to improving broadband infrastructure, expanding
telehealth, and increasing digital literacy across the San Joaquin Valley.

SJVRBC comprises members from both public and private sectors. Members include
government, telecommunications providers and industry associations, economic development
corporations and business development centers, local educational agencies and institutions of
higher education, health delivery organizations, community-based and nonprofit organizations,
and accessibility advocates.

It is the mission of SJVRBC to enhance the region’s quality of life and economic vitality by
facilitating the deployment, accessibility, and utilization of broadband throughout the San
Joaquin Valley, integrating it into the region’s 21% Century infrastructure. AB1262 will help
provide funding for SJVRBC to achieve its goal by successfully executing deliverables within
the five major activity areas:

e Expedite the provision of broadband access in all areas of the San Joaquin Valley;
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e Promote accessibility and adoption of broadband in targeted unserved and underserved
communities and populations;

e Expand and replicate successful model programs to increase broadband access and bridge
the digital divide;

e Accelerate deployment of broadband infrastructure through telemedicine and telehealth
technology; and

e Work with neighboring regional consortia to ensure the development of cohesive intra-
regional infrastructure.

For the past three years, SJVRBC has been working to promote ubiquitous broadband
deployment and advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the
San Joaquin Valley. SIVRBC convened work groups pertaining to infrastructure, digital
literacy, and telehealth, as well as a rural broadband committee. AB 1262 would allow SIVRBC
to continue working with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to
promote CASF for years to come.

SJVRBC believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the State’s broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% broadband adoption across California by 2015. These goals are
acknowledged by California Broadband Council (CBC), California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC), and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

SJVRBC would like to sincerely thank you, Assembly Member Wood, for introducing this
important legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the digital divide in
California.

Respectfully,

Mike Dozier

Cc: Tony Bui

RE: AB1262 (WOOD) - SUPPORT PAGE | 2



April 15, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) — Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California
Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia
Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access, infrastructure,
planning, service reliability, and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Our region has a
critical need for collaborative broadband planning and strategy to close the digital divide.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that support business start-ups, job
retention and economic growth. IERB works to promote and strengthen “Smart Region” strategies in the
Inland Empire to foster regional competitiveness and prosperity for our communities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote ubiquitous
broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout
the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

We actively participate with the IERB Consortium. IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals,
engineers, healthcare providers, educators, and business leaders together to address broadband service and
close the digital divide in our region.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband
deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council
(CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation. We commend you
on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Regards,

Alan Braggins

Deputy Sector Navigator

Information Communications Technology/Digital Media
Inland Empire/Desert Region

Doing What MATTERS for Jobs and the Economy
California Community Colleges

San Bernardino Community College District
Division of Economic Development and Corporate Training

114 South Del Rosa Drive

San Bernardino, CA 92408

(909) 382-4067 Office
abraggin@sbccd.edu

DoingWhatMatters.cccco.edu

Cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director



Shasta County

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Aé)rii 14, 2015
Pam Giacomini, District 3

1450 Court Street, Suite 308B

VIA EMAIL: foav.bai@asm.camey Redding, CA 96001-1673
(530} 225-5557

{800) 479-80089

The Honorable Jim Wood (500) 22528 109-FAN
Assembly Member, Assembly District 2

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — Letter of Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Shasta County Board of Supervisors, and the broadband interests of all Shasta County
residents, business owners, educators, students, visitors and public safety and our First responders, |
support AB 1262 {Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund
(CASF), to transfer $5 Million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Northeastern CA Connect Consortium (NECCC) was started in January 2012, in partnership with the
Upstate CA Connect Consortium (UCCC), garnered community support from multiple stakeholders
representing twelve counties that fostered development and submission of the Northern CA Regional
Middle Mile Infrastructure Plan..

Regional broadband planning consortia have made significant progress in promoting the development of
broadband deployment projects to advance broadband access in unserved and underserved areas of
Californias counties. There remain many barriers deterring both national, regional and local Internet
service providers from investing their own capital funds, largely due to lack of return on investment
(ROI): rural remote areas by definition lack population density and therefore are not attractive to service
providers because they lack potential for enough revenue to be traditionally profitable. For example, to
date all of Shasta County’s rural districts lack adequate cell phone coverage.

Through data research and analysis conducted by the Geographical Information Center at CSU, Chico on
the CA Broadband Availability, data collected by the state, per Round 10 (June 2014), currently there
remain 541,118 Households statewide without access to broadband wireline services at or above the
state’s minimum speeds, representing 4.3% of the entire state’s total households. Here in Shasta
County, 17% of our 12,647 rural households remain unserved. Should the state decide to raise the
minimum speed for broadband to 25 Mgbs down and 3 Mgbs up, 83.47% of Shasta County’s rural
Households will be unserved.

AB 1262 will allow NECCC and other consortia statewide to continue outreach and community efforts to
promote development of broadband infrastructure grant applications.

We endorse AB 1262, and we recommend language be included in the Bill that specifies the grant
Sfunds are to be used by the regional consortia to:




1) assist in the engineering and design of infrastructure projects to meet the unserved and underserved
communities across the state;

2) promote the adoption of language that stipulates “broadband is fundamental infrastructure” as part
of counties General Plans; and

3) facilitate the establishment of an ongoing mechanism in every county ensuring that broadband
keeps pace with today’s evolving standards.

Shasta County Board of Supervisors sincerely thanks you, Assembly Member Wood, for introducing
this important legislation. We commend you on your commitment to help close the broadband divide in
California.

Respectfully,

( e
g 2@\\/& /y’iwicﬁqw LA~

Pam Giacomini, Supervisor, District Three

cer Tony Bui, Staff to Assembly Member Wood
Assemblymember Brian Dahle
Sunne McPeak, Pres & CEQ, CETF
Gladys Palpallatoc, Assoc, V.P, CETF
Paul Smith, Rural County Representatives of California
CASF’s Regional Broadband Consortia Leaders




Sierra Ecosystem
Associates

The Honorable Jim Wood April 15,2015
Assembly Member, Assembly District 2

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT

Dear Assembly Member Wood:

[ am writing to express Sierra Ecosystems Associates’ (SEA) strong support for AB 1262 (Wood),
Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer
$5 million from the Broadband Infrastructure Revolving Loan Account to the Rural and Urban
Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia, such as the Tahoe Prosperity Center
(TPC), have been working to promote ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance
broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow
consortia to continue working with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders
to promote CASF for years to come.

Expanded broadband service is vital to regions like Lake Tahoe, which include recognized
Disadvantaged Communities (DAC), because it promotes economic growth by providing the
necessary infrastructure to attract businesses and residents requiring advanced communications for
day to day activities. Already, through a grant awarded by the CASF, the TPC has been gathering
and analyzing internet service data throughout the Tahoe Basin. This data will help identify
unserved and underserved areas that would benefit from expanded broadband service. By
transferring additional funds to the CASF, entities such as the TPC may continue their work and
assist service providers in expanding their network.

SEA believes AB 1262 is not only essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching
98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by the
California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC); and
California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF), but also important in assisting regions like Lake
Tahoe with their economic and community development goals.

1024 Simon Drive, Suite H PO, Box 2260  Placerville, CA 95667  tel 530622 8740  fax 530622 2820  www.sierraecos.com

A division of EN2 Resources, Ing,




Mr. Wood
April 15,2015
Page 2 of 2

On behalf of SEA I would like to sincerely thank you for introducing this important legislation.
We commend you on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Respectfully,

“ Rick Lind
President, Sierra Ecosystem Associates

Ce: Tony Bui



SMARTRIVERSIDE

EXECUTIVE BOARD

RUSTY BAILEY
Mayor of Riverside

AMRO ALBANNA
IE Corp

JOHN TILLQUIST
Riverside Community College,
Tri Tech

GEORGE HOANZL
Jaguar Computer Systems

LEA DEESING
City of Riverside CIO

BOARD MEMBERS

FRED SPEER
ACS/XEROX

MARK HAWKINS
Altura Credit Union

JULIO FIGUEROA
AT&T

GORDON BOURNS
Boums, Inc.

ANTHONY DONALDSON, PH.D
California Baptist University

CINDY ROTH
Chambers of Commerce

JAMES KIDD
Cisco

DEANNA LORSON
City of Riverside

STEVE MASSA
City of Riverside

ART TORRES
City of Riverside

GUILLERMO AMAYA
Dell Inc.

JASON ANDERSON
EMC
JAN CUNNINGHAM

DARRELL STEWART
INTEL

JASON TAYLOR
Lorena Ochoa Foundation

JIMSMITH
Microsoft

JESSE GUZMAN
Mission Computer

RYAN DELANEY
Motorola

DREW JORGENSON
OmniPlatform

MICHAEL SMITH
Oracle

STEVEN REESE
Presidio Networked Sclutions

JOHN TAVAGLIONE
Riverside County Supervisor, 2™ District

RENEE HILL
RUSD

LEA PETERSEN
So. Cal Gas Company

RAJAN KASETTY
Terrafore, Inc.

MIKE PAZZANI
UCR

REZA ABBASCHIAN
UCR Boums College

JOE CALDWELL
US Intemet

GENE SHERMAN
Vocademy

3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Telephone
951.826.5109

www.SmartRiverside.org
Tax ID# 33-0894236

VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

March 28, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: AB 1262 (Wood) — Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

This letter is to express strong support for AB1262 (Wood), Telecommunications:
Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 million to the
Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The Inland Empire Regional Broadband Consortium (IERB) addresses broadband access,
infrastructure, planning, service reliability, and affordability in Riverside and San Bernardino
Counties. Our region has a critical need for collaborative broadband planning and strategy
to close the digital divide.

IERB also addresses our region’s need for broadband speeds and reliability that support
business start-ups, job retention and economic growth. IERB works to promote and
strengthen “Smart Region” strategies in the Inland Empire to foster regional
competitiveness and prosperity for our communities.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote
ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and
underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue
working with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote
CASF for years to come.

IERB brings elected officials, policy makers, IT professionals, engineers, healthcare
providers, educators, and business leaders together to address broadband and close the
digital divide.

We are a member and actively participate with the IERB Consortium. The Consortium
created and adopted the Inland Empire Broadband Infrastructure and Access Plan, which
provides contextual framework and strategy for broadband implementation within the
region.

We believe AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s broadband goal of reaching 98%
broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015, goals acknowledged by
the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC);
and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

We sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation.
We commend on your commitment to help close the digital divide in California.

Sincerely, '

Lea Deesing J

Executive Director, SmartRiverside
www.smartriverside.org

cc: Tony Bui, Legislative Director



Lake Tahoe South Shore 169 Highway 50
Chamber of Commerce Edgewood Village, Bldg. D
Post Office Box 7139
Stateline, Nevada
89449

775.588.1728 ph
775.588.1941 fx

TahoeChamber.org

April 16, 2015

The Honorable Jim Wood

Member, California State Assembly, District 2
State Capitol, Room 5164

Sacramento, CA 95814

Via E-Mail: tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

Re: Assembly Bill 1262 - SUPPORT
Dear Assemblyman Wood:

On behalf of our more than 660 members and partnership with the Tahoe
Prosperity Center (TPC), the Lake Tahoe South Shore Chamber of Commerce
[TahoeChamber] is pleased to express strong support for AB 1262.

In our adopted Vision 2020 principles, the Chamber is committed to advocacy
and the related activities necessary to advance technical and physical
infrastructure that supports business and community. We are proud to be a
founding member of the Tahoe Prosperity Center, a non-profit organization
focused on uniting Lake Tahoe’s communities to strengthen regional
prosperity. We recognize how important broadband is to the future of our
region. As arecipient of a Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia
Grant (May 2014), the TPC has completed a robust assessment and analysis of
our broadband infrastructure and needs. TPC is now in the planning and
execution phase and actively looking for new Internet Service Providers to
expand into the underserved areas within our region.

When the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF) was first created, the
Legislature recognized the need to provide specific funding to community-
based broadband consortia. Unfortunately, the $10 million that was initially
deposited into the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant
Account is about to be exhausted. We appreciate your leadership in
introducing AB 1262 to address this issue. We support the internal transfer of
$5 million in funding from the Broadband Infrastructure Revolving Loan
Account to the Rural and Urban Broadband Consortia Grant Account. We
understand this transfer will provide approximately two additional years of
funding to continue working with telecommunication providers and key
community stakeholders to promote CASF for years to come.

It is vital to continue to momentum that CASF has generated toward achieving
the state’s broadband deployment and adoption goals, goals embraced by the
California Broadband Council (SBC), California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC), and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).




Lake Tahoe South Shore 169 Highway 50
Chamber of Commerce

Edgewood Village, Bldg. D
Post Office Box 7139
Stateline, Nevada
89449

775.588.1728 ph
775.588.1941 fx

Please let us know what additional steps we can take to help you secure the
passage of AB 1262.

TahoeChamber.org
Sincerely,
7
Betty “B” Gorman Jason Collin
President/CEO Board Chair

cc: Ms. Sandy Evans Hall, Board Chair
Ms. Bev Ducey, Program Manager
Tahoe Prosperity Center
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April 8, 2015

Jim Wood, Assemblyman District 2
State Capitol Sacramento, CA 95814
Via Email

tony.bui@asm.ca.gov

Re: AB1262 (Wood)—SUPPORT
Dear Assemblyman Wood:

| am writing on behalf of the Tuolumne County Economic Development Authority to express our strong support
for AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to
transfer 55 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

The regional broadband consortium, Central Sierra Connect (CSC) is a project managed by Amador Tuolumne
Community Action Agency for the counties of Mariposa, Tuolumne, Calaveras, Amador and the west side of
Alpine. Their mission is to support the region's residents, businesses, visitors and organizations through the
promotion, coordination and enhancement of e-technology: broadband access | adoption and technology
education.

Key CSC accomplishments over the past three years:
e Held numerous face-to-face broadband training sessions for a large cross-section of new users
including the disadvantaged and senior populations to increase education, access and adoption.

» Developed and launched the innovative "Broadband Improvement Project” which netted over 700
responses to help correct errors on the state broadband map.

e Successfully encouraged and assisted an Internet Service Provider (ISP) to apply for CASF grant
funding in all five of its counties.

e Held two regional broadband summits to update community leaders on broadband issues facing our
region.

Critical work that CSC would like to finish over the next two years:
= Once the CVIN fiber project has been completed in our area, CSC expects to conduct extensive
outreach to promote and build out numerous last mile projects.

= The above-mentioned ISP will need CSC's continued support for projects just submitted to the CASF
for funding consideration.

e Assisting local jurisdictions in the development and deployment of robust broadband policies and
inclusion of broadband in their respective General Plans.

200.989.4058 = |ary.cope@tceda,net « www.tceda.net | 989 North WashIngton Streef  Sonora CA 95370




TCoA

TUOLUMNE COUNTY

Feonomic Development Authority

For the past three years, the rural consortium and other regional consortia have been working to promote
ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and underserved areas
throughout the state. If passed, AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working with telecommunication
providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF and regional goals for the next two years.

The Tuolumne County Economic Development Authority believes AB 1262 is an essential element to achieving
the state's broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by 2015.
These goals are acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public Utilities Commission

(CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).

At this time, the Tuolumne County Economic Development Authority would like express its sincerest gratitude
to you, Assemblyman Wood, for introducing this important legislation. We commend your commitment to this
objective: bridging the digital divide in California!

Respectfully,

. ’
I'

irector of Economic Development
Tuolumne County Economic Development Authority

209.989.4058 e [any.cope@fceda.net = www.tceda.net | 98 North Washington Street « Sonora CA 85370
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The Upstate California o _ _ .
Connect Consortium Buildina a Path to Broadband for All in Northern California

April 14, 2015

VIA EMAIL: tony.bui@asm.ca.qgov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) — Letter of Support
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

On behalf of the Upstate CA Connect Consortium (UCCC), and the broadband interests of
Colusa, Glenn and Lake counties, we support AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal
Service: California Advance Services Fund (CASF), to transfer $5 Million to the Rural and
Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant Account.

UCCC was started in January 2012, and in partnership with its northeastern counterpart, NECCC,
garnered community support from multiple stakeholders representing twelve counties that
fostered development and submission of the Northern CA Regional Middle Mile Infrastructure
Plan on 1/31/13. This NC RMMI plan proposed to leverage existing fiber infrastructure, build
new routes to connect the currently idependent and isolated networks and thereby would have
interconnected 16 of CA’s northern counties via redundant and diverse fiber backhaul routes.
Unfortunately, the majority of the proposed project areas were ultimately dis-allowed, hence the
entire project was withdrawn due to unsustainability. Today, if efforts to deploy broadband
infrastructure throughout northern CA’s rural remote areas are to be successful, there is still a
great deal of work to be done, because it is the lack of middle mile broadband infrastructure that
restricts access to last mile broadband services, whether via land-line fiber, cable, or fixed
wireless networks.

We believe we have made significant progress in promoting the development of broadband
deployment projects to advance broadband access in unserved and underserved areas of our three
counties, however, there remain too many barriers deterring both national, regional and local
Internet service providers from investing their own capital funds, largely due to lack of return on
investment (ROI): rural remote areas by definition lack population density and therefore are not
attractive to service providers because they lack potential for enough revenue to be traditionally
profitable.

Additionally, through data research and analysis conducted by the Geographical Information
Center at CSU, Chico on the CA Broadband Availability data collected by the state, per Round 10
(June 2014), currently there remain 541,138 households without access to wireline broadband
speeds at or above 6 Mgbs down and 1.5 Mgbs up (267,048 households are underserved, and
274,090 households are unserved). These under-/unserved households represent 4.3% of the

Cathy Emerson
Consortium Manager
cmemerson@csuchico.edu
916.295.4605

The Upstate CA Connect Consortium is comprised of Colusa, Glenn and Lake counties.
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entire state’s total households.

Should the state decide to raise the minimum speed for broadband to 25 Mgbs down and 3 Mgbs
up, this number jumps to 854, 587 households that will be unserved, a 64% increase in the
number of households statewide that do not have access to broadband services. Of all the
statewide households that will be unserved, 68.04% are in rural areas.

AB 1262 will allow UCCC and other consortia statewide to continue outreach and community
efforts to promote development of broadband infrastructure grant applications. Without
additional future funding, the work of all seventeen (17) regional broadband planning consortia
that commenced in January of 2012 will halt, severely limiting any future efforts in 85% of the
state (49 of CA’s 58 counties).

We endorse AB 1262, and we recommend language be included in the Bill that specifiesthe
grant funds are to be used by the regional consortia to:

1) assist in the engineering and design of infrastructure projects to meet the unserved and
underserved communities across the state;

2) promote the adoption of language that stipulates “ broadband is fundamental infrastructure’
as part of counties' General Plans; and

3) facilitate the establishment of an ongoing mechanism in every county ensuring that
broadband keeps pace with today’ s evolving standards.

UCCC sincerely thanks you, Assembly Member Wood for introducing this important legislation.
We commend you on your commitment to help close the broadband divide in California.

Respectfully,

'SM
Cathy Emerson Jason Schwenkler
Consortium Manager Director, Geographical Information Center

cc: Tony Bui, Staff to Assembly Member Wood
County Boards of Supervisors: Colusa, Glenn and Lake
State Senators Lois Wolk and Mike MacGuire
Sunne McPeak, Pres & CEO, CETF
Gladys Palpallatoc, Assoc. V.P, CETF
Paul Smith, Rural County Representatives of California
CASF’s Regional Broadband Consortia Leaders

Cathy Emerson
The Upstate CA Connect Consortium is comprised of Colusa, Glenn and Lake counties. Consortium Manager
cmemerson@csuchico.edu
916.295.4605
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Mareh 27™ 2015 VIA EMAIL: tonv.bui@asni.ca.gov

The Honorable Jim Wood

Assembly Member, Assembly District 2
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB1262 (Wood) - SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Wood:

I am writing on behalf of Volcano Communications Group to express our strong support for
AB 1262 (Wood), Telecommunications: Universal Service: California Advance Services Fund
(CASF), to transfer $5 million to the Rural and Urban Regional Broadband Consortia Grant

Account.

Volcano Communications Group (VCG) began as Volcano Telephone Company in 1903 and has
been providing quality communications services to residents and businesses of Amador,
Calaveras, Alpine and Eldorado counties. VCG provides broadband services to the afore
mentioned counties, using DSL, Cable Modem, Fiber Optic and Wireless distribution
technologies. VCG highly values the work that the Central Sierra Connect Consortia has
accomplished in the Central Sierra. The Consortia has done an excellent job of promotion and
education of the citizens and local leaders regarding the value of broadband Internet access.
VCG does however feel that the Consortia’s work is not finished as additional education and
promotion of broadband is needed to insure these rural communities understand the value of this
technology to their long term economic survival.

For the past three years, rural and urban regional consortia have been working to promote
ubiquitous broadband deployment and to advance broadband adoption in unserved and
underserved areas throughout the state. AB 1262 would allow consortia to continue working
with telecommunication providers and key community stakeholders to promote CASF for years
to come. Volcano Communications Group (VCG) has worked closely with the Central Sierra
Connect (CSC) Consortia during these past three years. CSC identified underserved areas
needing broadband coverage which was instrumental in our construction and deployment in
those areas.

Volcano Communications Group believes AB 1262 is essential to achieving the state’s
broadband goal of reaching 98% broadband deployment and 80% adoption for California by
2015, goals acknowledged by the California Broadband Council (CBC); California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC); and California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF).



Volcano Communications Group would like to sincerely thank you Assembly Member Wood for

introducing this important legislation. We commend on your commitment to help close the
digital divide in California.

Respectfully,

Frank Leschinsky
Public Sector Manager
Volcano Communications Group

Cc: Tony Bui,
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