Contra Costa County Fire
Fire Investigation Unit

Operation Big Bang
Fireworks Confiscation 2014
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Piittsburg/Baypoint area, July 4, 2013




We needed 2014 to be different

Attempted to get multiple agencies together
Staffing issues in all agencies

Early June started to peruse Craigslist

— Located a seller

— Many postings, pictures of large quantities

— Preliminary work done

Employed multiple agencies
— Pittsburg PD

— CalFire

— Contra Costa Fire Investigators




Agencies came up with strategies

Looked at undercover buys
Had surveillance

— |dentified suspects

2 day surveillance operation

Second day of surveillance investigators
observed suspects making a transfer of
fireworks between vehicles

Arrests made of two suspects




Suspect vehicles




Truck had 507 pounds of fireworks







Car had 85 pounds of fireworks
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By way of comparison

40 pounds of fireworks in a car




Aftermath




Search

e In searching the vehicles investigators found
evidence of a storage facility

e Storage facility was located in Antioch near

the workplace of a third suspect

* Third suspect arrested, and storage facility
was searched







Storage unit had 2497 pounds




That is nearly 1.5 tons




Located in a residential neighborhood
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Fireworks loaded on to a truck
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Sophisticated
Business

Had catalogs

Appeared to have a
business plan

Perhaps going on
for multiple years

Purchased for
S4000 to S8000 in
Indiana

Would be sold for
approximately
S100,000
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San Jose Mercury News

MY TOWN

News ~ Sports - Business - Entertainment~ Lifestyle~ Opinion~ My Town~ Tech~

Contra Costa County: One ton of
fireworks seized in sting, 3 arrested

By Rick Hurd

Contra Costa Times

Pittsburg police and investigators from the Contra Costa Fire Protection District caught uj
Francisco Hernandegz, 22, of Richmond; Ivan Medina, 26, of Oal and Luis Amado Meg
, Fire Marshal Robert Marshall said.

£ reworks for sale. Police contact = . -
. " o Vic Massenkoff @5
day morning on Century Boulevard in Pittsburg, Lt| CONTRA COSTA FIRE DISTRICT KPIX .
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ently we gathered information that led us to the other two,

gal fireworks were confiscated in Antioch, Marshall said.

| fireworks," he said. "We're especially concerned
onditions. We traditionally have a lot of in the weeks
ay. We expect this to be a bad year as it is. We don't need

County and nearly all Bay Area cities. Officials say they are

e of dry conditions created by the state's drought.

ed with felony and misdemeanor chas that include
rks not registered by the
ssion of dangerous

ssion of more than 100 pounds of dangerous fireworks.




The Three Suspects

Fireworks Bust
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Aftermath

 Working to follow-up regarding transport

— Working with several agencies
e Federal DoT
e CHP
o ATF

e Regarding Storage and Disposal
— California State Fire Marshal’s Office

— Had an in person visit by the SFM




We Believe We Had an Effect

2013 incidents

— 35 fires, over 100 acres burned

2014 Incic
— 24 fires,

Of particu
this year

ents

ess than 10 acres burned

ar note, acreage of fires way down

Combination of the seizure, the press
coverage, and our staffing model




Thank you for your continued support!






