





Many of the supports that were available to Adult
Protective Services for over a decade have
since been dismantled due to the current
economic meltdown and resuiting Cuts o

programs at the State and Cotuntylevel

December of 2008 APS lost 75% of its
staffing (reduced from 17 social casework
specialists to 6 and from three supervisors

to one.)




APS staff in Contra Costa continue to carry
some of the highest caseloads in the State.

The State average for an APS worker’s
caseload is 17-21 cases per month.

Our social casework specialists carry on
average 50 cases per month.




receives at least one to two new
referrals every day. This averages
between 21 and 30 new referrals a
month per worker. The Statewide
recommended caseload for an APS
social worker 1s no more than 11
new referrals a month and a
caseload of no more than 25 cases.
Again, our workers average a

caseload of 50.




 One APS Supervisor
 Seven permanent APS social case-
work specialists

e Oneclerk *







" ~ -

 APS receives reports on all types of abuse and neglet
of elders and dependent adults.

* APS works closely with law enforcement, the District
Attorney, Health Services Department, hospital social
workers, the Conservators’ office and community based

providers on finding resolutions for very complex
situations.

e Sorting out the facts in many of these cases takes a
great deal of skill, patience and time. Many reports are
multi-faceted in that there are allegations of intimidation,
physical abuse, neglect, and as we see increasingly,

financial abuse.






APS Client Demographics -




Reported Types of Abuse, Perpetrated by Others

Chemical Restraint
Abduction

Sexual Assault
Constraint / Deprivation
Abandonment
Over/Under Medication

Isolation

Psych./Mental Abuse

Assault / Battery

Other

Neglect

Financial Abuse

TOTAL ABUSE BY OTHERS = 1,990




Reported Types of Abuse, Self-Neglect
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TOTAL SELF NEGLECT =917




It IS no surprise that during the past few
years we have seen an increase In the

reports of financial abuse (and it is the

type of abuse most reported.) We expect
this trend to continue as long as there are | =
such severe economic circumstances for

families.
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Generally APS cases In this
county are open an average of |\
four to six months. This is |
TWICE as long as in most other ||
neighboring counties as our

staffing Is significantly less than

our neighbors.




According to the last U.S. Census:
= Almost 11% of the 36 million residents in California are 65 or older.
=>» Contra Costa County residents over age 54 constitute 11.5% of the county’s
population, or about 118,000 individuals.
= The 65+ age group is expected to increase by 37%.
=>» The fastest growing segment of the population in Contra Costa County is the 85+
age group. Over the next 10 years, this group is predicted to skyrocket by 55%.
Given these stark faces, we recognize that Contra Costa will need staff to handle ever
increasing caseloads. One unit to handle all of the APS referrals is clearly not enough
today, and it won’t be enough tomorrow.
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We are definitely skatmg on thin ice
....and the ice is melting.
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