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Contra Costa County Promotional Map   c. 1915      Knightsen shown



• The entire Community of Knightsen covers about 
fourteen square miles. The entire area remains rural. 
The two areas of preservation proposed would be 
about  ½  square mile or two separate defined areas 
as described below.

.    Area #1 ~ To the South located on Sellers Ave is                  
The East Contra Costa Historical Society ( Just north 
of the East Bay Mud Right of Way) 3890 Sellers Ave.

• Area #2 ~ To the North is 2nd Street and  Knightsen Ave.      
The Original Townsite Established in 1898, as 
described in Contra Costa County Board approval 
dated August 1st, 1921

Area of Concern and
Proposed Proclamation



Two Significant Historical 
Locations in Knightsen
#1) The East Contra Historical Society (Site of 

the Nail Ranch) located on Sellers dates back 
to the 1860’s and today is the East Contra 
Costa Historical Society Property. The Society 
solely operates by volunteers and donations.

#2) The Townsite of Knightsen as settled dating 
back to 1883.  Knightsen was named in 1898 
by George Washington Knight, the AT&SF 
Railroad and U.S. Postal Service



Area #1 
East Contra Costa Historical Society



Eden Plain School House
First Knightsen Area School  c. 1868  remains today in Area #1 



Original Nail Home  c. 1860’s  remains today in Area #1



Second Nail Home c. 1870s  remains today in Area #1



Area #2
Original Knightsen Townsite

Established 1898



Historical Facts
• George W. Knight propagates and introduces The Klondike Almond  

from Knightsen at the 1904  Worlds Fair in St. Louis.

• Knightsen Farm Bureau Established 1918. Building constructed 1922 
on  multiple lots donated by G.W. Knight.

• Record shipments ( largest in California) of milk ( 2,500 Gallons a day) 
was shipped through Knightsen Depot during the 1920’s

• Butch Columbo (resident of Knightsen) was a team member of the 
Cleveland Browns Baseball Organization. 

• Knightsen Irrigation District formed in 1920 to irrigate 10,000 acres of 
local farmlands.



Record Milk Shipments, Knightsen



Knightsen Farm Center c. 1922 remains today in Area #2



Knightsen Townsite recorded and approved by Contra Costa Board of Supervisors
early c. 1900’s, Description and Proposed Area #2



Knightsen Townsite
Bonded, Notarized, Approved, and Recorded by Contra Costa County



Delta Road  c. 1913      These Homes remain today in Area # 2



Addie Knight Duff  Home   1st Street  c. 1918 remains today in Area #2



Historical Facts
• Johnny Schneider (born in Knightsen) named World Champion 

Cowboy 1931.

• Knightsen Garden Club established in 1936  continues today and 
meets in the historic Heidorn Building (donated to the society in the 
1960’s).

• Knightsen 4H (founded in 1934)  is the longest continuing in Contra 
Costa County.

• Knightsen resident Theodore  Teddy Ohmstede was Justice of the 
Peace   in far east county.  He is also honored with Liberty High 
School District Baseball Field naming for his well known work with 
youths.

• Knightsen resident  Edna Heidorn Hill (attended Eden Plain School 
with Addie Knight) became a local school teacher and was honored 
with her name on Brentwood’s Edna Hill School. 



Wristen Home  Knightsen Ave.    c. 1915   remains today in Area #2



Ohmstede Store and today U.S. Post Office 
Knightsen Ave  c. 1920’s  remains today in Area #2  



Heidorn Building c. 1904   Duff Store  1920’s   
In use and remains today in Area #2



Historical Facts
• Knightsen provided irrigation pipe for East Contra Costa County 

farmers and beyond. Kristich Pipe Company, one of the largest in 
California, is located in Knightsen and King City.

• Passenger train service in Knightsen continued for seventy-seven 
years from 1899 to 1976.

• Knightsen Post Office continues today and was established in 1898. 
G.W. Knight was the first  Postmaster. Postmasters that followed were 
H.W.Heidorn, Rena Ohmstede Post, Margaret Hell, Myrtle Pykron, 
Theresa Shahan, and today Carol Halsey.

• Knightsen Frontier Spirit, a wild mustang horse gentled in Knightsen,  
was one of only four horses chosen and displayed at the winter 
Olympics in 2002. Frontier Spirit continues to be boarded in 
Knightsen.



Kristich Pipe, Knightsen



Knightsen Ave  c. 1920’s,  main area of proposed preservation Area #2 



Packing Warehouse Knightsen Ave.    In use and remains today in Area #2



Home on  2nd and  A street recently re-painted, remains today in Area #2



Knightsen Volunteer  Fire Station   In use and  remains today in Area #2
Dedicated as Robert V. Pastor Knightsen Station #94



Knightsen Saloon  1890’s     In use and  remains today in  Area #2



Historical Facts
• Knightsen became the first location for Dial Telephone service in far east 

Contra Costa County in 1946.

• Sheriff RR Veale, Knightsen Resident served as Sheriff the longest in county 
history to date (40 years ). In 1898, he was voted in office, which was the same 
year Knightsen was established.

• Knightsen Volunteer Fire Department was formed in 1952. Its Fire Station #94 
has been dedicated and named  Robert V. Pastor Station #94 by the Contra 
Costa County Board of Supervisors.

• Knightsen became a municipal advisory council in 1994.

• Approved by a County Board orderas The Knightsen Town Advisory Council    
under California State Statue Government Code.

• Knightsen establishes a Community Services District with overwhelming 
majority vote to protect Its borders and identity in 2005.



Home on First Street at Delta    c. 1900   In use and remains today in  Area #2



Railroad Section Home  Knightsen Ave.  
c. 1900   In use and remains today in Area #2





Timeline provided by 
Footprints in the Sand

By Historian
Kathy Leighton



State Assembly
Resolution
recognizing
The Town of 
Knightsen’s
100 Years
Centennial

1898 to 1998



Letter of 
Recommendation

for Historical Inventory
from East Contra 
Costa Historical 

Society



Letter of 
Recommendation

for Historical 
Inventory

from 
Assemblyman
Guy Houston



Letter of 
Recommendation

for Historical 
Inventory

from Knightsen
Garden Club



Letter of 
Recommendation

for Historical 
Inventory

from Knightsen
Town Advisory 

Council



Letter of 
Recommendation

for Historical Inventory
from District III

County Supervisor 
Mary Piepho



Letter of 
Recommendation

for Historical 
Inventory

from District V
County Supervisor 

Federal Glover



The number of remaining 
structures, some dating back to 

the 1800’s, is twenty five

Quantity of Parcels and 
Structures Within
Areas #1 and #2

The number of original parcels to be included 
is forty-one. Some have been combined over 
the years making the quantity much less.



Application Letter
For 

Knightsen





Area #1 Overview



Parcel Numbers 



Area #1  ECCHS  Plot Plan

Nail Home “1883”

Contra Costa Tax Assessor Office  “1883” 

Burlington Northern Caboose

Eden Plain School House  “1868”



List of Parcels  Area #1



Area #2 Overview







List of Parcels  Area #2





TOTAL PARCELS AND STRUCTURES

Area 1

2 Parcels 10 Structures     

Area 2

34 Parcels 37 Structures



References
• Contra Costa County Recorders Office
• Pleasant Hill Library  
• Local lifetime residents
• Photos from John A. Gonzales Collection
• AT&SF Railroad (Santa Fe Railway)
• East Contra Costa Historical Society
• Historian Kathy Leighton
• Book: Footprints in the Sand
• California Department of Equalization
• Contra Costa County Tax Assessor
• Physical  Viewing of Structures
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